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Objective of Lesson 

• To understand how much they hated Jesus.

• To understand why the Jews need Pilate.



False Accusations 

• Exodus 23:1 “You shall not bear a false report; do not join 

your hand with a wicked man to be a malicious witness.

• Exodus 23:7 Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the 

innocent or the righteous, for I will not acquit the guilty.

• Leviticus 19:16—You shall not go up and down as a 

talebearer among your people; neither shall you stand against 

the blood of your neighbor; I am the LORD. 

• Matthew 5:11- Blessed are you when men shall revile you, 

and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 

you falsely, for My sake.  (Ref. 1 Peter 4:14)



How God dealt with a    

False witness 

• Deuteronomy 19:15-20

1. One witness not enough.

2. Evidence of two or three 

witnesses.

3. Both stand before a judge 

if a malicious witness.

4. If proven to be false then 

do to him as he had meant 

to do to his brother.  



False accusations about 

Jesus

• Matthew 26:59-61, Luke 23:2-3, John 18:30

• Mark 14:55-56 Now the chief priests and the whole 

council were seeking testimony against Jesus to put Him 

to death, but they found none.  For many bore false 

witness against Him, but their testimony did not agree.

• If He was not a malefactor (evildoer) then we would not 

have given HIM to you (Pilate)!



Why the false accusations

• They (chief priests) were envious of Jesus, that is why they 

delivered Him to be crucified (Mark 15:10) 

• He taught daily in the temple and they did not seize Him! But 

they came to the Garden of Gethsemane with swords and 

clubs to take Him! (Matthew 26:55)

• They (Jews) need the Romans because they are not allowed 

to put a person to death. (John 18:31) 

• They cannot go to Pilate and say kill a person for no reason.  

Crucifixion was reserved for the vilest offenders.  Typically 

insurrectionist.  (John 18:29)



Pilate attempts to release 

Jesus

• By having Jesus scourged He 

hopes this will appease the 

envious Jews. (Lk. 23:16,23)

• John 19:6…Pilate said to them, 

“Take Him yourselves and crucify 

Him, for I find no guilt in HIM. 

• John 19:12 From then on Pilate 

sought to release him, but the 

Jews cried out, “If you release 

this man, you are not Caesar’s 

friend.  Everyone who makes 

Himself a King opposes Caesar. 



Typical Roman Scourging

• Scourging - when a man is stripped of all clothing, then  

hands are shackled or handcuffed to a wooden post

• Roman soldiers would beat person with a flagrum or 

flagellum.

• Flagrums or flagellum consisted of several strips of leather 

in which contained broken glass, lead weights, broken 

pottery and bones.  Anything that could tare flesh from bone.  

• The scourging was so severe that it has been compared to a 

shotgun blast at close range. 



Roman Flagrum 



The High Cost of Sin

• The next time we decide to 

lie, gossip, steal, cheat, 

curse, smoke, drink, 

fornicate, practice 

homosexuality, bare false 

witness, or be rude 

• remember the spikes that 

went into the wooden beam 

of the cross.

• Remember the scourging of 

a innocent MAN, and what 

He left for us!



1 Peter 4:12-14

• We too will suffer as children of God, as Christians.  We 

will be tried.  Notice “fiery” Maybe the loss of friends and 

family members.  Maybe health issues (Gal. 4:15, 1 Tim. 

5:23)

• Rejoice when we suffer justly, we have a great reward! 

(Matt 5:12)

• Acts 14:22—Strengthening  the souls of the disciples, 

encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, 

“through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 

God.”



Summary

• Tell the truth and don’t lie, don’t pass 

something along to others if you are not 

sure it is true.  Do not bear false witness 

• Envy will consume us, and can lead to 

other sin.


