
Demons & Angels 
in the Bible

(New Testament)



#5 Demons & 
The Kingdom of God









“Her suffering is sweet”



NT view of Satan

• Satan is prince of this world, “archon” (John 
12:31, 14:30, 16:11) and god of this world (2 
Cor 4:4) and ruler of the power of the ‘air’ 
(Eph 2:2)

• Satan can give all authority and the glory of all 
the kingdoms of this world to whomever he 
chose (Lk 4:5-6)

• Entire world is under the power of evil (1 John 
5:19) 



“And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem
said, ‘He is possessed by Be-el′zebul, and by the
prince of demons he casts out the demons.’ And
he called them to him, and said to them in
parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom
cannot stand.

And if a house is divided against itself, that house
will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen
up against himself and is divided, he cannot
stand, but is coming to an end. But no one can
enter a strong man’s house and plunder his
goods, unless he first binds the strong man; then
indeed he may plunder his house.” (Mark 3:22-
27)



Jesus’ ministry was about overpowering the ‘fully 
armed’ strongman and plundering his house!



“I saw Satan fall 
from heaven like a 
flash of lightning” 

(Lk 10:17-18)

Satan and his 
demons stand or 

fall together



On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues,
and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit
for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not
straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, he called her
forward and said to her,“Woman, you are set free from
your infirmity.”…Indignant because Jesus had healed on
the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people,
“There are six days for work. So come and be healed on
those days, not on the Sabbath.”

The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of
you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall
and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this
woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept
bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath
day from what bound her?” (Luke 13:10-16





“Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in 
peace and be freed from your scourging.” 
(Mk 5:34)



“You know what has happened throughout
the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John preached—
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with

the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went
around doing good and healing all who were
under the power of the devil, because God
was with him.”

(Acts 10:37-38)



“For Jesus, the kingdom of God means
abolishing the kingdom of Satan!
Warring against Satan and building the
kingdom of God are, for Jesus, one and
the same activity.”

Gregory Boyd



Within 3 chapters of Mark

• Cast out impure spirit from man in synagogue (1:21-
26)

• Healing Peter’s mum-in-law (1:30-31)
• Cast out many demons; whole city brought all who 

were sick or possessed (1:32-34)
• Jesus went through Galilee, proclaiming kingdom-

message in synagogue and casting out demon (1:39)
• Heals leper (1:40-45) and paralytic (2:1-12)
• Sets people free from the ‘scourges’ of the enemy 

and driving out evil spirits (3:10-12)
• Beelzebul controversy, ‘tying up strong man’ verse 

(3:20-30)



“If it is by the finger of God that
I cast out demons, then the
kingdom of God has come to
you.”

(Luke 11:20)





For he has rescued us from the dominion of
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son
he loves (Col 1:13)



#6 Prayer & Exorcism





Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you 
impure spirit!” Then Jesus asked him, “What is your 
name?” “My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we 
are many.” And he begged Jesus again and again not 
to send them out of the area. A large herd of pigs 
was feeding on the nearby hillside. The demons 
begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to 
go into them.” He gave them permission, and the 
impure spirits came out and went into the pigs. The 
herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down 
the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.



Mark 5:3-5

• “Legion” – military term for large army unit, 
suggests it is a sub-group for a much larger 
army

• The demons’ cry suggested that they needed 
to remain in the area (like they were on 
‘assignment’)

• Why go into swine? Demons are parasitic.



“When an impure spirit comes out of a 
person, it goes through arid places seeking 
rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will 
return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it 
finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and 
put in order. Then it goes and takes with it 
seven other spirits more wicked than itself, 
and they go in and live there. And the final 
condition of that person is worse than the 
first. That is how it will be with this wicked 
generation.” (Matthew 12:43-45)









‘NAZARENE’





“A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my
son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of
speech. Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground.
He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid.
I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could
not.” …Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been
like this?” “From childhood,” he answered… “Everything is
possible for one who believes.” (said Jesus) Immediately the
boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my
unbelief!” When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the
scene, he rebuked the impure spirit.“You deaf and mute
spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never
enter him again.” The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently
and came out….his disciples asked Jesus privately, “Why
couldn’t we drive it out?” He replied, “This kind can come
out only by prayer.” (Mark 9:17-29)



“Jesus treated each case of 
demonization as an instance of 
spiritual rape: an alien force had 
illegitimately and cruelly invaded a 
person’ being. 

Gergory Boyd



Can Christians be possessed?



“This kind can 
only come out 
through prayer 
and faith” – but 
whose prayer and 
faith?





The power of prayer

• Prayer can save a nation (Exo 32:10-14); 
lack of prayer can destron it (Eze 22:30)

• Faith-filled prayer causes God to bless; 
lack of it can result in divine curses (2 
Chron 30:18-20; Luke 18:1-18

• Prayer can even reverse divine decisions 
(Jer 18:6-10; Jonah 3:7-10)

• Prayer can save the sick (James 5:15-16)



#7 Natural Evil & Death



“Peace! Be still!” (Mark 4:9)



“Be quiet!” said Jesus
sternly. “Come out of him!” The
impure spirit shook the man
violently and came out of him
with a shriek.

Mark 1:25

He got up, rebuked the wind and
said to the waves, “Quiet! Be
still!” Then the wind died down
and it was completely calm.

Mark 4:39



“Rain may be normal, but to Jesus,
when nature goes berserk and tries
to drown men and wipe them off
the earth sucking them down to a
watery grave, this is demonic and
he treats it like a demon.”

James Kallas



The creation itself will be
liberated from its
bondage to decay and
brought into the freedom
and glory of the children
of God. We know that the
whole creation has been
groaning as in the pains of
childbirth right up to the
present time (Romans
8:21-22)



Mark 11:14



“In apocalyptic thought, fruit trees
that failed to bear fruit or whose
fruit was infected, were said to be
under the curse of Satan.”

W.D. Davies











“Never again will they hunger;
never again will they thirst.”
(Rev 7:16)



Jesus & Death!

• Last enemy to be destroyed (1 Cor 15:26)
• Foreign invader to creation, granted access 

because of our sin (Rom 5:12-17; 1 Cor 
15:21)

• Devil, a ‘murderer from the beginning’ (Jn 
8:44) holds power of death (Heb 2:14)

• ‘Sting’ of death not part of original design 
(1 Cor 15:55)

• Christ came to destroy death and Satan! 
(Heb 2:14; 1 Cor 15:56-57; 2 Tim 1:10)





The ‘Sting’ of Death?













• Jesus had compassion on those who 
died (Jn 11:33-35)

• Raised Jairus’ daughter (Mk 5: 41-43, 
Mt 9:18-26)

• Raisaed widow’s son at Nain (Lk 
7:11-17)

• Raised Lazarus (Jn 11:1-44)



“All such resuscitations (and healings)
must be viewed as acts of war
against a cosmic foe who had been
mastering mortality for far too long”

Gregory Boyd



#8 The Cross & The Church



“The Son of God 
came to destroy 
the works of the 
devil.”

1 John 3:8



Jesus suffered and died…

• To destroy the works of the devil and his 
demons!! (1 Jn 3:8)

• To disarm the rulers and authorities of this 
world (Col 2:15)

• To destroy the one who has the power of 
death i.e. the devil (Heb 2:14)

• To deliver humanity from the power of 
darkness and transferred…into the kingdom 
of his beloved Son (Col 1:13)



“The God of Peace will soon crush Satan 
under His feet.” Romans 16:20



“(God the Father to Jesus) Sit at my right 
hand until I make your enemies a footstool 

for your eet” Hebrews 1:13





“The work of the Cross was
about dethroning a cruel,
illegitimate ruler and
reinstating a loving legitimate
one.” ~ (The Christus Victor
View of the Cross)





“None of the rulers of this age understood
God’s wisdom, for if they had, they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory.” (1Cor 2:8)



How did Eastwood’s character 
defeat the gangs?



“Christ’s ministry of reconciliation
is not confined in its scope to
humanity, it is cosmic…By the
death of Christ the powers lost all
the control they ever had on man.”

(B. Abijole)



This is NOT how we ‘do church’!



When we are saved…

• We share in the cosmic victory of Christ

• We have his powerful authority over 
demonic forces

• We display to the universe the 
greatness of Christ (Eph 3:10-11)

• We shall reign with Christ over all the 
earth (Rev 5:10)



“You were dead through
the trespasses and sins
in which you once lived,
following the course of
this world, following the
ruler of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now
at work among those
who are disobedient.”

(Ephesians 2:1-2)



“He has now reconciled you – who were once estranged
and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds – in his fleshly body
through death...” (Colossians 1:21-22)



So why is there still evil and death?





“The war of the Lord is finished and the
great blow is struck...but a war is not
finished, a conflict does not cease with
the stricking of the decisive blow. The
enemy remains with the scattered
remnants of his army, and in pockets
here and there a strong resistance may
continue.” ~ Gustaf Wingren



“I tell you, you are Peter
(the Rock), and on this
rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will
not prevail against it.”
(Matthew 16:18)















“Anyone you forgive,
I also forgive. And
what I have forgiven,
I have forgiven in the
sight of Christ for
your sake…”









“Then I saw a new heaven and a
new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer
any sea.”

Revelations 21:1


