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Memory Text:

“‘I am the Lord your God; who
brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of
bondage. You shall have no

other gods before Me’&&

(Exodus 20:2, 3, NKJV).

Read for This Week’s
Study: Exod. 3:1-15; 12:1-36;
20:4,5; 32:1-6; 33:12-23.
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When you see someone bowing down and worshiping a block of stone,
thinking it will answer their prayers, you are seeing people worshiping what
they do not know. That is, they are worshiping what they think can bring
them salvation but cannot. In a more modern context, people who make
gods out of power, money, fame, and self are, likewise, worshiping what
they do not know. They are worshiping that which cannot save them.



In the immediate Christian context,
the question for us could be: do we
know what we are worshiping? Do we
know the Lord whom we praise and
honor with our mouths? Who is He?
What is His name? What is He like?

This week we will look at early accounts of the children of Israel and
how their encounters with the Lord reveal to us more about the nature
and the character of the God we profess to serve and worship. After
all, what sense does it make to worship what we do not know?



‘1. Holy Ground
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Another |ﬁfp'0rtant pomt*i'é:’fhe God-centeredness of th%\‘experlence
Moses’ first response 'to God: ,was “Who ami, that I should go?” The
focus was on himself—nhis’ needs hIS é%kﬁesses andhis fears. .Soon
after, however, he shifts from #"r'nsgf ‘[0 'G'B‘ﬂ' d what God%ould do.
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2. The Death of the Firstborn: ot
_ Passover and Worship f
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- “That j’;g'}éﬁall Y the ifice of the Lord’s passover, who

. '.’passeﬁl over the hoUses of the children of Israel in Egypt,iwhen he

Ssmote }ﬁe Egyptians}qrgd delivered our houses. An_d’the people bowed
| Mth‘g h ‘ad and worshipped” (Exod. 12:27).
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Read the story of that flrs!Passgver
night, in Exodus 12: 1-36. How‘rs the
. gospel, which should be at the center of
M .allourworship,revealed inthese verses?
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, COV %d by the bloo , the children of Israel would face the loss of
_'tborh For them, f'he flrstborn (usually meaning the oldest son)
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Focus on Exodus 20:1-6.
What important points about
worship can we take from
those verses?

The Ten Commandments
begin with God’s reminder to
the children of Israel of their

deliverance. Only the

Lord, the true God, the only
God, could have done that for
them. All other gods, such as
the gods of Egypt, were false
gods, human creations unable

to save or deliver anyone.

These “gods” also
demonstrated

selfish, demanding, and often
Immoral, character traits that
reflected their human origin.
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What a,cofitfaSt to tHeg®rd, the loving and self-sacrificing Creator
P ﬁeem@r’. Thus¥after centuries of being immersed in the
'cr_[J'de p‘(’)ﬁ‘/theis’m of a pagan culture, the children of Israel needed

~to know their Lord and God S.the only God, especially now as
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Weﬂeﬂq@iﬂe covenant relationship with Him.
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They “rose up to play”; they
“have corrupted themselves”;
they “have turned aside
quickly” (Exod. 32:6-8). Hardly
seems to reflect the awe and
reverence that marks true
worship, does it?

The mixed multitude
(Egyptians who had chosen to
accompany Israel in the
Exodus or were married to
Hebrews) no doubt influenced
the people and demanded of
Aaron the form and style of
worship familiar to them.
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In the golden calf
experience, the people of 5. “Show Me Your Glory”
Israel had broken their
covenant with God; they
had taken His name in vain
by their sinful and false
worship. Moses pleaded
with God on their behalf
(Exod. 32:30-33). Because
of their terrible sin, God
commanded His
“stiffnecked ” people to
remove their ornaments so
that He might “know what to
do” to them (Exod. 33:4, 5).
To those who, in humility,
repented, the removal of
thelr ornaments was a
symbol of their
reconciliation with God ey = 770\ o Mt -
(Exod. 33:4-6). i LR e e e s e
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He wanted to see the glory of
God, something that would
make him realize even more

his own sinfulness and
helplessness and, hence, his
utter dependence upon the
Lord. After all, look at what
Moses had been called to do;
look at the challenges he had
to face. No wonder he felt
this need to know God.
Here, too, we come to a
crucial point about worship.
Worship should be about
God; it should be about us In
humility and faith and
submission, seeking to know
more about Him and His
“way” (Exod. 33:13).




X “Humility and reverence should:
£ 'Characterlze the deportment of all who
‘come into the presence of God. In'the
name of Jesus we may come before
Him with confldence but we must not
approach Him with the. boldness of
presumptionifas though He were on a
~ level with dUtSelves. There are those*
= who address eat an’g'all -powerful =
| and holy G" . as they would

Wan equal, or even an inferior.
i PP (PP 257).
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" ADAPT it!

Teaching Approach

Effective for
SMALL GROUPS

ASSOCIATE truth - Why should | study this lesson?
DISCOVER truth — What does the Bible say about this truth?
APPLY truth - How can this truth affect my life today?
PLAN using the truth — How can | use this truth today?
TRANSFER truth to life - What changes do | need in my life:

We invite you to download and study
each one of the 13 lessons about Worship

Slideshare.net/chucho1943




