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The life of St. PaulThe life of St. Paul

00-1000-10 Born in Tarsus Born in Tarsus 
00-1000-10 Moved to JerusalemMoved to Jerusalem
10-2010-20 Study under GamalielStudy under Gamaliel
20-3020-30 Pharisee in JerusalemPharisee in Jerusalem
30-3430-34 Persecutor of The WayPersecutor of The Way



What happens What happens 
when water when water 
boils? boils? 

What happens What happens 
when water when water 
freezes? freezes? 

His Conversion - Acts 9:1-9His Conversion - Acts 9:1-9



When water When water 
changes to ice or changes to ice or 
steam, we say steam, we say 
that it has been that it has been 
“converted.” “converted.” 

It is different It is different 
from the original from the original 
water.water.

His Conversion - Acts 9:1-9His Conversion - Acts 9:1-9



Saul’s transformedSaul’s transformed

The Epistles of JohnThe Epistles of John 55

 The transformation of Saul is for many people The transformation of Saul is for many people 
one of the most intriguing stories in the book of one of the most intriguing stories in the book of 
Acts. Acts. 

 A violent persecutor of the church is transformed A violent persecutor of the church is transformed 
into a mighty apostle. The change in the into a mighty apostle. The change in the 
direction of this man's life is due to the direction of this man's life is due to the 
supernatural intervention of God. supernatural intervention of God. 

 Saul is introduced as a man implacably opposed Saul is introduced as a man implacably opposed 
to the cause of Christ and his people. In v1 he is to the cause of Christ and his people. In v1 he is 
described as described as "breathing out murderous threats "breathing out murderous threats 
against the Christians". against the Christians". 



Before His Conversion

66

Enemy - PersecutorEnemy - Persecutor
Acts 7:58 - An accompliceActs 7:58 - An accomplice
Acts 8:1-3 - Havoc of church / Acts 8:1-3 - Havoc of church / 
prisonprison
Acts 9:1-2 - Threats & murderActs 9:1-2 - Threats & murder
Acts 22:4-5 – DeathActs 22:4-5 – Death
Acts 26:9-11 - “Enraged Acts 26:9-11 - “Enraged 
against them”against them”



Before His Conversion
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Very ReligiousVery Religious
A Pharisee - Acts 23:6A Pharisee - Acts 23:6



Before His Conversion
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Galatians 1:13-14 (NKJV) Galatians 1:13-14 (NKJV) 
13 13 For you have heard of my former For you have heard of my former 

conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted 
the church of God beyond measure the church of God beyond measure 

and and tried totried to destroy it.  destroy it. 14 14 And I And I 
advanced in Judaism beyond many of advanced in Judaism beyond many of 
my contemporaries in my own nation, my contemporaries in my own nation, 
being more exceedingly zealous for being more exceedingly zealous for 

the traditions of my fathers. the traditions of my fathers. 

Very ReligiousVery Religious
A Pharisee - Acts 23:6A Pharisee - Acts 23:6



Before His Conversion
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Devout - SincereDevout - Sincere
Acts 22:3 – zealous towards GodActs 22:3 – zealous towards God
Acts 23:1 - I have lived in all good Acts 23:1 - I have lived in all good 
conscience before God until this dayconscience before God until this day
Acts 24:16 - I myself always strive to Acts 24:16 - I myself always strive to 
have a conscience without offense have a conscience without offense 
toward God and men. toward God and men. 
Acts 26:9 - Indeed, I myself thought I Acts 26:9 - Indeed, I myself thought I 
must do many things contrary to the must do many things contrary to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth. name of Jesus of Nazareth. 



Saul TransformedSaul Transformed
 How do we account for this terrible attack on the How do we account for this terrible attack on the 

followers of the Way? followers of the Way? 
 Remember, Saul had been exposed to the Remember, Saul had been exposed to the 

gospel through Stephen's teaching. gospel through Stephen's teaching. 
 He hadn't liked what he’d heard: it challenged He hadn't liked what he’d heard: it challenged 

the foundation of his own dearly cherished the foundation of his own dearly cherished 
religious beliefs. religious beliefs. 

 He believed that by attempting to be very He believed that by attempting to be very 
religious and very good, and by helping his religious and very good, and by helping his 
neighbour he could earn the favour and neighbour he could earn the favour and 
acceptance of God. acceptance of God. 
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Saul TransformedSaul Transformed
 The gospel undermines the view that man can The gospel undermines the view that man can 

save himself! save himself! 
 The followers of Jesus taught that it was only by The followers of Jesus taught that it was only by 

The name of Jesus that anyone could be saved!The name of Jesus that anyone could be saved!
 St. Paul had spent all his life and energy trying St. Paul had spent all his life and energy trying 

to save himself by doing everything in the law. to save himself by doing everything in the law. 
 St. Paul describes himself as being this in his 

letter to the Philipians chapter 3 when he 
remembers how he used to be the old Saul:

1111



Saul TransformedSaul Transformed
Philipians 3:4-8
4  though I also might have confidence in the flesh. 
If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in 
the flesh, I more so:
5  circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee;
6  concerning zeal, persecuting the church; 
concerning the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless.
7  But what things were gain to me, these I have 
counted loss for Christ.
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Saul TransformedSaul Transformed
Philipians 3:4-8
8  Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the 
excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ 
9  and be found in Him, not having my own 
righteousness, which is from the law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
which is from God by faith; 
10  that I may know Him and the power of His 
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death, 1313



Saul TransformedSaul Transformed
 At a time when Christians did all in their power to At a time when Christians did all in their power to 

keep out of Saul’s way because they could not keep out of Saul’s way because they could not 
imagine that such a life could be transformed, imagine that such a life could be transformed, 

 God imagined such a reality. God is found at God imagined such a reality. God is found at 
work in what many would describe as ‘a work in what many would describe as ‘a 
hopeless case’ for nothing could stand in the hopeless case’ for nothing could stand in the 
way of God’s irresistible, drawing and converting way of God’s irresistible, drawing and converting 
grace.grace.
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The life of St. PaulThe life of St. Paul
34-34 34-34 Road to DamascusRoad to Damascus
34-3834-38 Ananias in DamascusAnanias in Damascus
38-4638-46 Preaching in AnatoliaPreaching in Anatolia
46-4946-49 First JourneyFirst Journey
50-5050-50 Council of JerusalemCouncil of Jerusalem
50-5450-54 Second JourneySecond Journey
54-58 54-58 Third JourneyThird Journey
56-5756-57 Wrote to RomansWrote to Romans
58-6358-63 Final Journey Final Journey 
66-6866-68 Martyred in Rome Martyred in Rome 
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1) 1) Paul’s New Christian LifePaul’s New Christian Life  (ca. (ca. 
AD 35–49)AD 35–49)

A.A. Jesus is “revealed” Jesus is “revealed” to Saul. while Saul is on the road to Saul. while Saul is on the road 
to to DamascusDamascus

B.B. Acts 9:3-30; 22:6-21; 26:12-18Acts 9:3-30; 22:6-21; 26:12-18  – three accounts:  – three accounts: 
blinding lightblinding light

 1 Cor 9:1a1 Cor 9:1a  – “Am I not free? Am I not an apostle?  – “Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? 
Have I not Have I not seenseen  Jesus our Lord? Jesus our Lord? ””

 1 Cor 15:81 Cor 15:8  – “Last of all, as to one born abnormally,  – “Last of all, as to one born abnormally, 
hehe  [Jesus]  [Jesus] appearedappeared  to me to me .”.”

 Gal 1:11-16Gal 1:11-16  – “God was pleased to  – “God was pleased to revealreveal   his Son to his Son to 
me”me”
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Jesus AppearedJesus Appeared
Bright Light (9:3; 22:6; 26:13)Bright Light (9:3; 22:6; 26:13)
  Voice (9:4-6; 22:7-10; 26:14-18)Voice (9:4-6; 22:7-10; 26:14-18)

 ““Why persecute me?”Why persecute me?”
 ““I am Jesus”I am Jesus”
 ““Go into city told what to do”Go into city told what to do”
 ““Appeared to you -send to Appeared to you -send to 

Gentles” (22:21; 26:17-20)Gentles” (22:21; 26:17-20)
  Blinded (9:7-9; 22:11)Blinded (9:7-9; 22:11)

Saul’s ConversionSaul’s Conversion
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Jesus AppearedJesus Appeared
Purpose of appearance:Purpose of appearance:

 Qualified to be an Qualified to be an 
apostle (Acts 1:22; 1 apostle (Acts 1:22; 1 
Cor. 9:1)Cor. 9:1)

   Sent him to Gentiles Sent him to Gentiles 
(Acts 9:15-16; 22:21; (Acts 9:15-16; 22:21; 
26:16-18)26:16-18)

Saul’s ConversionSaul’s Conversion



Saul’s Conversion

2020

Jesus Sent A PreacherJesus Sent A Preacher
Ananias told Saul what he MUST Ananias told Saul what he MUST 
do – Acts 9:10-19do – Acts 9:10-19

 Repented (Acts 17:30-31)Repented (Acts 17:30-31)
 He was told to be baptized, He was told to be baptized, 

calling on the name of the Lord calling on the name of the Lord 
(Acts 22:16) (Acts 22:16) 



Saul After His Conversion 

2121

A Sincere, Devoted, A Sincere, Devoted, 
Loyal DiscipleLoyal Disciple



Saul After His Conversion 
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A Sincere, Devoted, A Sincere, Devoted, 
Loyal DiscipleLoyal Disciple



2323



Saul After His Conversion 

2424

A Sincere, Devoted, A Sincere, Devoted, 
Loyal DiscipleLoyal Disciple
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Jesus’ “Revelation” to PaulJesus’ “Revelation” to Paul
 Galatians 1:11–2:1Galatians 1:11–2:1  – “Now I want you to know, brothers, that the  – “Now I want you to know, brothers, that the 

gospelgospel  preached by me is not of human origin.  preached by me is not of human origin. 12 12 For I did not receive For I did not receive 
it from a human being, nor was I taught it, but it came through it from a human being, nor was I taught it, but it came through a a 
revelationrevelation  of Jesus Christ of Jesus Christ . . 1313 For you heard of my former way of  For you heard of my former way of 
life in Judaism… life in Judaism… 1515 But  But when God, who from my mother’s womb when God, who from my mother’s womb 
had set me apart and called me through his grace, was had set me apart and called me through his grace, was 
pleased pleased 1616  to  to revealreveal  his Son to me his Son to me , , so that I might proclaim so that I might proclaim 
him to the Genti leshim to the Genti les , I did not immediately consult flesh and blood, , I did not immediately consult flesh and blood, 1717  
nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; 
rather, rather, I went into Arabia and then returned to DamascusI went into Arabia and then returned to Damascus . . 1818  
Then Then after three years I went up to Jerusalemafter three years I went up to Jerusalem  to confer with  to confer with 
Kephas and remained with him for fifteen days… Kephas and remained with him for fifteen days… 
2121  Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cil iciaThen I went into the regions of Syria and Cil icia … … 
2:12:1   Then Then after fourteen years I again went up to Jerusalemafter fourteen years I again went up to Jerusalem   
with Barnabas, taking Titus along also…with Barnabas, taking Titus along also…
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Paul in SyriaPaul in Syria (Acts 9; Gal 1) (Acts 9; Gal 1)
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1) 1) Paul’s New Christian LifePaul’s New Christian Life  (ca. (ca. 
AD 35–49)AD 35–49)

A.A. JesusJesus is “revealed” to Paul. is “revealed” to Paul.

B.B. PaulPaul begins preaching in  begins preaching in Arabia, Damascus, Syria, Arabia, Damascus, Syria, 
andand Cil icia Cil icia , with some opposition , with some opposition (Gal 1:17-24; 2 Cor 11:23-33)(Gal 1:17-24; 2 Cor 11:23-33)..

C.C. BarnabasBarnabas takes an interest in Paul, helps him, introduces  takes an interest in Paul, helps him, introduces 
him to other Christians him to other Christians (Acts 9:26-30; 11:25-30; 12:25)(Acts 9:26-30; 11:25-30; 12:25)..

D.D. Sent out by church of Sent out by church of AntiochAntioch , in northern , in northern SYRIASYRIA , , 
Barnabas & PaulBarnabas & Paul go preach in Cyprus, Pamphylia, Phrygia  go preach in Cyprus, Pamphylia, Phrygia 
(Acts 13–14)(Acts 13–14); Barnabas is leader, with Paul as his assistant ; Barnabas is leader, with Paul as his assistant 
(esp. Acts (esp. Acts 14:1214:12 , Barnabas = “Zeus,” Paul = “Hermes”), Barnabas = “Zeus,” Paul = “Hermes”)..

E.E. Barnabas & PaulBarnabas & Paul participate in “ participate in “Council of JerusalemCouncil of Jerusalem ” ” 
((ca. AD 49, possibly laterca. AD 49, possibly later; compare Gal 2:1-10 and Acts 15); compare Gal 2:1-10 and Acts 15)
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2 Cor 11:21-33 – St. Paul’s Sufferings2 Cor 11:21-33 – St. Paul’s Sufferings
““But what anyone dares to boast of (I am speaking But what anyone dares to boast of (I am speaking 
in foolishness) I also dare. in foolishness) I also dare. 
2222 Are they  Are they HebrewsHebrews ? So am I. Are they ? So am I. Are they 
IsraelitesIsraelites ? So am I. Are they descendants of ? So am I. Are they descendants of 
Abraham? So am I. Abraham? So am I. 
2323 Are they ministers of Christ? (I am talking like an  Are they ministers of Christ? (I am talking like an 
insane person.) I am still more, with far greater insane person.) I am still more, with far greater 
laborslabors, far more , far more imprisonmentsimprisonments, far worse , far worse 
beatingsbeatings, and numerous , and numerous brushes with deathbrushes with death. . 
2424 Five times at the hands of the Jews I received  Five times at the hands of the Jews I received 
forty lashes minus oneforty lashes minus one. . 
2525 Three times I was  Three times I was beaten with rodsbeaten with rods, once I was , once I was 
stonedstoned, three times I was , three times I was shipwreckedshipwrecked, I passed , I passed a a 
night and a day on the deepnight and a day on the deep; ; 
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2 Cor 11:21-33 – St. Paul’s Sufferings2 Cor 11:21-33 – St. Paul’s Sufferings
2626 on frequent journeys, in  on frequent journeys, in dangersdangers from rivers,  from rivers, 
dangersdangers from robbers,  from robbers, dangersdangers from my own race,  from my own race, 
dangersdangers from Gentiles,  from Gentiles, dangersdangers in the city,  in the city, 
dangersdangers in the wilderness,  in the wilderness, dangersdangers at sea,  at sea, 
dangersdangers among false brothers; among false brothers;
27 27 in toil and hardship,in toil and hardship,  through many sleepless through many sleepless 
nights,nights,  through hunger and thirst, through frequent through hunger and thirst, through frequent 
fastings, through cold and exposure. fastings, through cold and exposure. 
2828 And apart from these things, there is the daily  And apart from these things, there is the daily 
pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the 
churches. churches. 
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2 Cor 11:21-33 – St. Paul’s Sufferings2 Cor 11:21-33 – St. Paul’s Sufferings  
(cont.)(cont.)

2929 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is led to  Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is led to 
sin, and I am not indignant? sin, and I am not indignant? 3030 If I must boast, I will  If I must boast, I will 
boast of the things that show my weakness. boast of the things that show my weakness. 3131 The  The 
God and Father of the Lord Jesus knows, he who God and Father of the Lord Jesus knows, he who 
is blessed forever, that I do not lie.is blessed forever, that I do not lie.
3232  At Damascus, the governor under King At Damascus, the governor under King 
Aretas guarded the city of Damascus, in Aretas guarded the city of Damascus, in 
order to seize me, order to seize me, 
3333 but I was lowered in a basket through a  but I was lowered in a basket through a 
window in the wall and escaped his hands.window in the wall and escaped his hands.   
-- (cf. Acts 9:23-25)-- (cf. Acts 9:23-25)
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