THE WONDERFUL MINISTRY
M\ OF ANGELS
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Angels have fascinated and mystified the minds of men
through the ages. Most people have more questions than
answers about these beings and many weird and distorted

1deas have come down to us that confuse our understanding
today.

ANGEL SHOWING
JOHN THE HOLY
CITY

When John fell down in
awe to worship the angel
he was told-

"See thou do it not!"

We are not to worship
angels.




When we look away from tradition, legends and folklore and
take what the Bible tells us about these beings- we can piece
together a clear and enlightening picture of just who and what
is involved.

We are going to look at the TRUTH about angels and expose
some of the FALSEHOODS that have obscured our knowledge
of ANGELS.

The connection of the visible with the invisible
world, the ministration of angels of God, and
the agency of evil spirits, are plainly revealed
in the Scriptures, and inseparably interwoven

with human history.




There is a growing tendency to disbelief in the existence of evil
spirits, while the holy angels that "minister for them who shall be
heirs of salvation" (Hebrews 1:14) are regarded by many as spirits of
the dead. But the Scriptures not only teach the existence of angels,
both good and evil, but present unquestionable proof that these are

not disembodied spirits of dead men.

Angels are not people who have
died!

Angels were around before
anybody died. The dead are asleep
in their graves until the
resurrection.

The dead 'Know Not Anything'

Ecclesiastes 9:5 There is nothing ﬁﬂyﬁterinus about

the spirt that returns to God at
death. It is the breath of life.



Before the creation of man, angels were in existence; for when the
foundations of the earth were laid, "the morning stars sang together, and
all the sons of God shouted for joy." Job 38:7. After the fall of man, angels
were sent to guard the tree of life, and this before a human being had died.
Angels are in nature superior to men, for the psalmist says that man was
made "a little lower than the angels." Psalm 8:5.




N The 4 Angels holding the Winds of Stfife in Revelation 7& 9 are a. -
l symbolic reprseﬁ’tgﬁn_of:__the work of angels in our world today!
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We are informed in Scripture as to the number, and the power and glory, of
the heavenly beings, of their connection with the government of God, and
also of their relation to the work of redemption. "The Lord hath prepared His
throne in the heavens; and His kingdom ruleth over all." And, says the
prophet, "l heard the voice of many angels round about the throne." In the
presence chamber of the King of kings they wait--"angels, that excel in
strength," "ministers of His, that do His pleasure," "hearkening unto the
voice of His word." Psalm 103:19-21; Revelation 5:11

An Angel with a fiery sword guarded
the tree of life after Adam and Eve
sinned, although no human had died.
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P Ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands, were the

' heavenly messengers beheld by the prophet Daniel. The apostle Paul
declared them "an innumerable company." Daniel 7:10; Hebrews 12:22. As
God's messengers they go forth, like "the appearance of a flash of
lightning," (Ezekiel 1:14), so dazzling their glory, and so swift their flight
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The angel that appeared at the
Saviour's tomb, his countenance "like
lightning, and his raiment white as
snow," caused the keepers for fear of
him to quake, and they "became as
dead men."

Matthew 28:3, 4.




When Sennacherib, the haughty Assyrian, reproached and blasphemed God, and
threatened Israel with destruction, "it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord
went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five
thousand." There were "cut off all the mighty men of valor, and the leaders and captains,"
from the army of Sennacherib. "So he returned with shame of face to his own land." 2
Kings 19:35; 2 Chronicles 32:21.




Angels are sent on missions of mercy to the children of God. To Abraham,
with promises of blessing; to the gates of Sodom, to rescue righteous Lot
from its fiery doom;

JACOB’S LADDER



-to Elijah, as he was about to
perish from weariness and
hunger in the desert; to Elisha,
with chariots and horses of fire
surrounding the little town
where he was shut in by his
foes; to Daniel, while seeking
divine wisdom in the court of a
heathen king, or abandoned to
become the lions' prey;



to Peter, doomed to death in Herod's dungeon; to the prisoners at Philippi; to Paul and his
companions in the night of tempest on the sea; to open the mind of Cornelius to receive
the gospel; to dispatch Peter with the message of salvation to the Gentile stranger--thus

holy angels have, in all ages, ministered to God's people.




One of the Angels' jobs is
to keep records of every
thought, word and deed.
We don't know for sure

how it is done but the

Bible assures us that the
‘Books of Heaven’ exist!




A guardian angel is appointed to every follower of Christ. These heavenly watchers
shield the righteous from the power of the wicked one. This Satan himself recognized
when he said: "Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not Thou made an hedge about

him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side?" Job 1:9, 10.

The agency by which God protects His people is
presented in the words of the psalmist: "The angel
of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear
Him, and delivereth them." Psalm 34:7. Said the
Saviour, speaking of those that believe in Him:
"Take heed that ye despise not one of these little
ones; for | say unto you, That in heaven their angels
do always behold the face of My Father." Matthew
18:10. The angels appointed to minister to the
children of God have at all times access to His

presence.




Thus God's people, exposed to the
deceptive power and unsleeping malice of
the prince of darkness, and in conflict with

all the forces of evil, are assured of the
unceasing guardianship of heavenly
angels. Nor is such assurance given
without need. If God has granted to His
children promise of grace and protection,
it is because there are mighty agencies of
evil to be met--agencies numerous,
determined, and untiring, of whose
malignity and power none can safely be
ignorant or unheeding.

Angel warning of danger

Many do not heed!



Angels are often portrayed in Prophecy as doing something that controls the events of
history- and it is indeed so. As they carry out the commands of God through His power they
are His instruments to shape and guide the movements of history so that it is said, "And he

changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth
wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding:"

Daniel 2:21

Angels with the
Trumpets of History!

Revelation portrays
the events of history
by placing them  SSg§
under the 7 trumpets -:1‘ A\
sounded one after
the other by 7
angels.




All too often angels are portrayed
as cute little babies or children with
wings, or if not that then as
delicate maidens with wings. This
Is truly misleading—because, on
the other hand, the creatures of
the evil host of fallen angels are
portrayed as having fearsome
power!




Naturally, children and young people find themselves
attracted to these symbols of power associated with evil
and despising the cute and dainty angel figures. This is as
Satan would have it but the truth of the matter is the
angels of light are channels for the great power of God.

In the face of one angel, wicked men quake and become
as dead men -

Satan and his host must flee before one angel
of light and cannot step over the boundaries
that God places on their activities.

One angel slew all the first-born of Egypt in one night.
One angel slew Sennacherib's army in one night!

Thousands will flee before an angel of
God.

Satan’s Success Depends on us
not Knowing the Truth!



The hosts of darkness are no
match for these mighty servants
of God and it is time that we
stopped belittling them and
thinking of them as something
'cute’. It is time we honored these
mighty messengers on whose
faithful watch care our comfort
and safety depend, for what they
really are-- the mighty servants
of God!




WHAT ABOUT ANGEL FAMILIES?

The Bible informs us that angels neither marry or are
given in marriage. There is no gender in angels so
female angels and baby angels are only figments of
man's imagination. They prefer to be called ‘he’ in all
records of them in Holy Writ.

Ps 103:20 Bless the
LORD, ye his angels, that
excel in strength, that do
his commandments,
hearkening unto the voice
of his word.



What about ARCHANGELS??

There is only ONE ever referred to as an
Archangel; and when Jesus returns there
is mentioned only the 'Voice of the
Archangel’ singular.

The only one referred to like that is
actually Jesus as He stood before God's
throne as leader of the angelic hosts.
Michael means ‘Who is like God" there is
no one else 'like God' but God the Son,
one with the Father through all eternity.
Our Saviour!




Gabriel is not referred to as an
Archangel and all the other ones are
figments of man's imagination as he
made up myths to confuse his own
mind.

Gabriel is only referred to as "His
Angel”. He occupies the place at the
throne whence Satan fell from. He is
also the special messenger to the
Prophets."

Heaven is not run as a Hierarchy - so there is no
striving for rank and position. There is no
competing for God'’s attention. Heaven is like a
loving family, and those who eventually go there
from this earth will have already learned to be part

of the family!



It 1s Christ who gives life, He 1s the One who created all things in the
beginning (John 1:1-3; Col 1:16).

It 1s Christ who will restore life at His second coming to those who
will have died in the faith. (John 6:40, 44, 54)



The Archangel is Christ and Here is the Biblical Proof

I AM the
resurrection and
the life
(John 11:25)

* ‘The resurrection of Lazarus after 4 days' decomposing was a
taste of 1s great and wonderful resurrection. This 1s an attest to
the great power of Jesus. (John 11:11)

* It 1s at the voice of the Archangel that there will be a
resurrection at the 2nd coming of Jesus. The dead will hear the
voice and get up from their dusty graves.(1 Thess 4:16)



Here 1s the Biblical Proof

* Now join 1 + 1. Simple mathematics.

Professor Ongati took the present editor through Logic in a Discrete
Mathematics course in the Computer Science department of Maseno
University and he did a good job. Let me use it here.

* While logic applies in many circumstances where the laws of Physics apply,
we should not assume God to be bound by these laws because He is the One
who authored and fixed them and is therefore superior to them. He
demonstrated this by walking on water, for example, contrary to what
Physicists call the law of floatation and Archimede's Principle.

*  Where God 1s involved, 1.e in spiritual matters, logic falls apart but not
always. In this case, logic applies. Let us see ...



Deriving the Principle | [g#

* Principle: If X =y, and y = z, it therefore follows that x = z.

* Using Professor Ongati's gudelines we can say it this way:
If x implies y, and y implies z, then undoubtedly x implies z!

* Or
1ff (x=y) 1s true and (y=z) 1s true, then can we have (x=z) to also
be true. (1f and only 1f - 1ff)



Applying the Logic

* Simple Mathematics:

If 1t 1s Christ's voice alone that awakens the dead at the resurrection (x y),
and 1f the dead at that time will be awakened by the voice of the Archangel
(y= z), then undoubtedly logic demands that the Archangel be Christ (z=x or
X=7)

* The prefix “arche-" in the Greek means “chief” or “head of.” Archbishop
means chief or head of the bishops, archdeacon means chief deacon or head
of the deacons.

* The word “angel” in 1ts Greek rendition means “messenger.” Indeed we've
learnt that angels have been used as God's messengers sent with His
messages of deep love for all humanity, saints or sinners.



What
“Archangel”
means

“Archangel” will therefore mean Chief Messenger, for indeed that's what
Christ is — God's Chief Messenger.

As if all the prophets before and after His birth into this world would not be
enough, Christ came into this world Himself to communicate God's deep,
deep, abounding love for humanity. He did this right from childhood until
His crucifixion where was the ultimate expression of redeeming love.

As the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, Christ dying for
you at the cross, communicates God's deep love for you, for He so loved you
that He gave His only Son (John 3:16).



What “Archangel” also means

“Archangel” can therefore also mean “head of the angels™ for that is exactly
who Christ 1s. He is the Mighty Commander that marshals the angel army
that remained loyal to God and He can send a legion of these angels to
protect the weakest of His dear ones for whom He died, from fear or
temptation's power and whatever other threat.

He has commanded angels for each believer and as I type this I have the
assurance that at least two are standing by my side and another has ensured
that you get this CD and another that is right there with you as you read, and
another that will protect you as you walk along the dark streets, and yet
another that will escort you from your grave, if you die in Christ, to heaven
when the voice of their Commander, the Archangel awakens you and He
comes for you.

Wonderful truth! So comforting, so lovely — so full of blessings to all
humanity but especially those that have believed on His name. Have you
made that choice to have Jesus in your life? Think about it.
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Finally, on that Wonderful
Day — we will get to see the
angel who watched over us
all our life — what a thrill that
will be!

BresnaHAN. 1986.



