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Think “sheep/Shepherd”



John 10:12, 
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John 10:1, Sheep Fold
“courtyard…; fold for sheep…”
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John 10:1, Sheep Fold
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John, Believe And Live, 
Elmer Towns, Mal Couch and Ed Hindson, Twenty-

First Century Biblical Commentary Series, page 
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Good Shepherd

• NAU  John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd; the good 
shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 "He 
who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not 
the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and 
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13 "He flees because he is 
a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep. 
14 "I am the good shepherd, and I know My own 
and My own know Me, 15 even as the Father 
knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down 
My life for the sheep.
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John 10:11, Shepherds

• NAU  John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd; the 
good shepherd lays down His life for the 
sheep.

• NAU  John 15:13 "Greater love has no one 
than this, that one lay down his life for his 
friends.

• NAU  John 10:15 even as the Father knows Me 
and I know the Father; and I lay down My life 
for the sheep.
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Good Shepherd

• NAU  John 10:11 I am 
the good shepherd: the 
good shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep. 12 
But he that is an 
hireling, and not the 
shepherd…



John 10:12, Dangerous “hirelings”

• Ezekiel 34, the whole chapter is a must 
read/study, if you want to understand John 
chapter 10 and who the good Shepherd is. You 
must also look at Psalm 23:1.

• NAS  Psalm 23:1 … The LORD is my shepherd, I 
shall not want.

• Jesus is not warning them about literal wolves, 
but dangerous religious wolves, “hirelings.”

• Let's look at Ezekiel 34;



John 10:12, Dangerous “wolves”

• NAS  Ezekiel 34:1 Then the word of the LORD came to 
me saying, 2 "Son of man, prophesy against the 
shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and say to those 
shepherds, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Woe, shepherds 
of Israel who have been feeding themselves! Should 
not the shepherds feed the flock?…  10 'Thus says the 
Lord God, "Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I 
shall demand My sheep from them…  13 "And I will 
bring them out from the peoples and gather them 
from the countries and bring them to their own land; 
and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel… 



John 10:12, Dangerous “wolves”

• 15 "I will feed My flock and I will lead them to rest," 
declares the Lord God… 17 …I will judge between one sheep
and another, between the rams and the male goats…  23 
"Then I will set over them one shepherd, My servant David, 
and he will feed them; he will feed them himself and be 
their shepherd  24 "And I, the LORD, will be their God, and 
My servant David will be prince among them; I, the LORD, 
have spoken…  28 "And they will no longer be a prey to the 
nations… but they will live securely, and no one will make 
them afraid…  30 "Then they will know that I, the LORD 
their God, am with them, and that they, the house of Israel, 
are My people," declares the Lord God.



John 10:12, Dangerous “wolves”

• The ultimate bad shepherd is the Antichrist, described 
in:

• KJV  Zechariah 11:15 And the LORD said… a foolish 
shepherd. 16 For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the 
land, which shall not visit those that be cut off, neither 
shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, 
nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh 
of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. 17 Woe to the 
idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword shall be 
upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be 
clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly 
darkened.



NAU  John 10:12 "He who is a hired hand, and not a 
shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the 

wolf snatches them and scatters them.

• NAU  Zechariah 11:17 
"Woe to the 
worthless shepherd
Who leaves the flock! 
A sword will be on his 
arm And on his right 
eye! His arm will be 
totally withered And 
his right eye will be 
blind.”
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John 10:14 
"I am the good shepherd…



John 10:14 "I am the good shepherd

• NAU  John 10:14 "I am [ego eimi] the good shepherd, 
and I know My own and My own know Me,

• When Jesus says “My own” He is making a deity 
claim, He is claiming God’s sheep as His own; 

• NAU  Isaiah 40:10 Behold, the Lord God will come
with might, With His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His 
reward is with Him, And His recompense before Him. 
11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm 
He will gather the lambs, And carry them in His 
bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes.



Our List of Deity Claims in John 5

#1, “Making himself equal with God,”  v. 18

#2, “whatever the Father does the Son also does,” v.19

#3, “just as the Father…gives…life…the Son gives life” 

v.21

#4, “all judgment to the Son,” v. 22

#5, “honor the Son just as they honor the Father,” v.23

#6, “whoever hears my word…. has eternal life,” v.24 

#7, the dead will hear His voice and live, v. 25

#8, As the Father, so the Son has life in himself, v.26

#9, Claiming authority to judge & he is the Son of Man, 

v.27

#10, all who are in graves will hear his voice & rise, 

v.29 

#11, the Scriptures testify about me , v.39

#12, come to me to have eternal life, v.40



If You Need More

John 10:15    just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father 

John 10:28  I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish;

John 10:30  I and the Father are one." 
John 10:36 you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, 

'I am God's Son'?
John 10:38  the Father is in me, and I in the Father.
John 12:32  when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 

all men to myself.
John 14:7  If you really knew me, you would know my 

Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have 
seen him."

John 14:9  Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father

John 14:10  I am in the Father, and that the Father is in 
me



John 10:14 
Jesus repeated the 

Good Shepherd
claim,

What was he 
claiming?
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John 10:14, Who Is The Shepherd?

• Isaiah 40:9… O Jerusalem…"Here is your God!" 10

Behold, the Lord God will come with might, With His 
arm ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with Him, And 
His recompense before Him. 11 Like a shepherd He will 
tend His flock, In His arm He will gather the lambs, And 
carry them in His bosom…12 Who has measured the 
waters in the hollow of His hand, And marked off the 
heavens by the span, And calculated the dust of the 
earth by the measure, And weighed the mountains in a 
balance, And the hills in a pair of scales? …15…Behold, 
He lifts up the islands like fine dust….17 All the nations 
are as nothing before Him, They are regarded by Him as 
less than nothing and meaningless. 18 To whom then 
will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare 
with Him?...



John 10:14, The Shepherd is the 
Stone of Israel

• Genesis 49:24 …From the hands of the Mighty 
One of Jacob (From there is the Shepherd, the 
Stone of Israel),

• NIVO  1 Corinthians 10:4 …the spiritual rock 
that accompanied them, and that rock was 
Christ.



John 10:14, Who Is The Shepherd?

• Matthew 26:31 Then Jesus said to them, "You will all 
fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, 'I 
WILL STRIKE DOWN THE SHEPHERD, AND THE SHEEP OF 
THE FLOCK SHALL BE SCATTERED.‘

• Zechariah 13:7 "Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, 
And against the man, My Associate," Declares the LORD 
of hosts. "Strike the Shepherd that the sheep may be 
scattered; And I will turn My hand against the little 
ones.

• Jesus treated future prophecy as normal, literal, 
historical, narrative, written in advance.

• 1 Peter 2:25…the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.



John 10:14, Sheep And Goats

• Ezekiel 34:11 For thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I Myself 
will search for My sheep and seek them out. 12 "As a 
shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his 
scattered sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will deliver 
them from all the places to which they were scattered on a 
cloudy and gloomy day. 13 …I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the streams, and in all the inhabited 
places of the land. 14…on the mountain heights of Israel. 
There they will lie down on good grazing ground and feed in 
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 "I will feed My 
flock and I will lead them to rest," declares the Lord GOD. 16

"I will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the 
broken and strengthen the sick; but the fat and the strong I 
will destroy. I will feed them with judgment. 17 "As for you, 
My flock, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Behold, I will judge 
between one sheep and another, between the rams and the 
male goats.



John 10:14, Who Is The Shepherd?

• 1 Peter 5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, 
you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

• Micah 5:4 And He will arise and shepherd His flock 
In the strength of the LORD, In the majesty of the 
name of the LORD His God. And they will remain

• Ezekiel 37:22-28….24 "My servant David will be king 
over them, and they will all have one shepherd;

• Psalm 23:1 …. The LORD is my shepherd…
• John 10:14 "I am the good shepherd, and I know 

My own and My own know Me,
• Hebrews 13:20   Matthew 2:6   Mark 14:27  Isaiah 44:28  Psalm 28:9



John 10:15, Martyrdom?

• NAU  John 10:15 even as the Father knows Me 
and I know the Father; and I lay down My life 
for the sheep.

• Never tolerate the idea of martyrdom about 
the cross of Jesus Christ. The cross was a 
superb triumph in which the foundations of 
hell were shaken. There is nothing more 
certain in time or eternity than what Jesus 
Christ did on the cross: He switched the whole 
of the human race back into a right 
relationship with God.
Oswald Chambers



John 10:16
Jesus Announces The Church

• NAU  John 10:16 "I have other sheep, which 
are not of this fold; I must bring them also, 
and they will hear My voice; and they will 
become one flock with one shepherd.

• NAU  John 10:1 …the fold of the sheep…

• Only the Gospel of John uses “fold” in the NAU 
NT.

• Jesus is saying that He has Gentile sheep which 
are not of Israel. Praise God! Gal 3:28

2
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John 10:16, “one flock” 

• NAU  John 10:16 …they will become one flock with one 
shepherd.

• NAU  Galatians 3:27 For all of you who were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ.

• NAU  1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

2
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DTS, The Gospel of John

• The slides that follow, that have the blue 
background, are from DTS.

• http://courses.dts.edu/module-1/week-
5/?login=dkooyers@gmail.com&utm_source=m
c_automation&utm_medium=email&utm_conte
nt=email5&utm_campaign=gospelofjohn

• file:///Users/davidkooyers/Documents/Bible%2
0in%205%20Years,%20Keynote/John%207-
8,%20Others,%20DTS,%20be105-week-5.pdf 
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John 10:18, Who Raised Jesus

• John 10:18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it 
down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, 
and I have authority to take it up again. This 
commandment I received from My Father.“ 

• John 2:19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and 
in three days I will raise it up."

• Rom 4:24, 2 Corinthians 4:14 knowing that He who raised 
the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will present 
us with you.

• Acts 3:15, 4:10, 5:30, 2:24, 2:32 "This Jesus God raised up 
again, to which we are all witnesses.

• Romans 4:24, 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through His Spirit who dwells in you.



• John 10:18     … I 
have authority…                            

• So does Oprah

John 10:18, Authority



John 10:20, Insane

• John 10:20 Many of 
them were saying, 
"He has a demon 
and is insane. Why 
do you listen to 
Him?"



John 10:20, Mad, Insane



John 10:22, Dedication, Chanukkah, 
Chanukah, Hanukkah

• NAU  John 10:22 At that time the Feast of the 
Dedication took place at Jerusalem; 23 it was 
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in 
the portico of Solomon.

• The Hebrew word Hanukkah is used in 
Nehemiah 12:27 Now at the dedication of the 
wall of Jerusalem…

• 02598… chanukkah (335c)

• Meaning: dedication, consecration

• Usage: dedication(7).



Noam Chen captured this fantastic image 
during the Jerusalem Lights Festival.
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John 10:22, Hanukkah
by George Gunn

• “We are [were] in the midst of the 8-day Jewish 
celebration, Hanukkah. When the Jews found 
themselves under unbearable Syrian oppression in the 
2nd century BC they rose up notably to accomplish 2 
things: (1) To throw off the bonds of their tyranny; (2) 
to gain back their freedom to worship God freely. The 
task was daunting, for the Syrian army was mighty, and 
the Jewish rebels were meager. But God miraculously 
granted the Jewish rebels a great victory. The two goals 
of these brave and faithful Jewish rebels resonate with 
Americans, for they represent the same

3
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John 10:22, Hanukkah
by George Gunn

• truths that are dear to our hearts: freedom of self-
government, and freedom of religion. Though the 
festival of Hanukkah is not prescribed in the Bible, 
the Jewish rebellion against the Syrians was 
prophesied by Daniel. Daniel described the bravery 
of these patriots in these words: "the people who 
know their God will display strength and take action" 
(Daniel 11:32). Freedom is precious, but sometimes 
God only grants it to those who "display strength 
and take action." These are words that may be 
apropos to 21st century Americans.”

4
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• Jerusalem Daily Photo,  Yehoshua Halevi's photo of the 
Damascus Gate outside Jerualem's Old City, illuminated during 
the Jerusalem Light Festival.

4
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• Jerusalem Daily Photo,  Noam Chen's stunning photo 
captures the blending of the past with the present: the Old 
City of Jerusalem during the Festival of Light.
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John 10:22, Feast of the Dedication, 
Hanukkah, Chanukah

• Oh dear, 
Wal-Mart. 
This brings 
FAIL to new 
depths.



Modern Chanukah Miracle: First 
Pure Olive Oil in 2000 Years

On Monday evening, the seventh night of Chanukah, an 
exceptional celebration and candle-lighting service will be held 
in the Holy City of Jerusalem thanks to the production of the 
first pure olive oil – according to Torah standards – in 2000 
years…The Temple Institute, founded in 1987, is a non-profit 
educational and religious organization located in the Jewish 
quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City….
http://unitedwithisrael.org/modern-chanukah-miracle-first-pure-olive-oil-in-2000-
years/?utm_source=MadMimi&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Arabs+Prefer+to+Live+in+Israel+%E2%9C%A1+1st+Pure+Chanukah+Oil+in+2000+Years%21&utm_campai
gn=20141222_m123694001_Arabs+Prefer+to+Live+in+Israel+%E2%9C%A1+1st+Pure+Chanukah+Oil+in+2000+Years%21&utm_term=more_btn_dark_jpg

44

(Photo: The Temple 
Institute)

For the first time in 2000 years, 
pure olive oil and the required 
vessels have been produced in 
full conformity with the laws of 
the Torah.

http://unitedwithisrael.org/modern-chanukah-miracle-first-pure-olive-oil-in-2000-years/?utm_source=MadMimi&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Arabs+Prefer+to+Live+in+Israel+%E2%9C%A1+1st+Pure+Chanukah+Oil+in+2000+Years!&utm_campaign=20141222_m123694001_Arabs+Prefer+to+Live+in+Israel+%E2%9C%A1+1st+Pure+Chanukah+Oil+in+2000+Years!&utm_term=more_btn_dark_jpg


“Winter”
NAU  John 10:23 it 

was winter, and 
Jesus was walking in 

the temple in the 
portico of Solomon.

• Winter at my sisters in 
Soldotna Alaska 45



John 10:28, OSAS, 
Eternal Security

NAU  John 10:28  and I give eternal life to them, and 
they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out 
of My hand.  29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, 
is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out 
of the Father's hand.
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John 10:28, OSAS, 
Eternal Security, “sealed”

• NAU  2 Corinthians 1:22 who also sealed us and gave 
us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.

• NAU  2 Corinthians 5:5 Now He who prepared us for 
this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as 
a pledge.

• NAU  Ephesians 1:13 In Him, you also, after listening 
to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation--
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the 
Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of 
our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of 
God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.
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John 10:28, OSAS, 
Eternal Security, “He is able”

• NKJ  Hebrews 7:25 Therefore He is also able to save to 
the uttermost those who come to God through Him, 
since He always lives to make intercession for them.

• It is not my ability, but my response to God's ability, 
that counts.   Corrie ten Boom

• 2 Timothy 1:12 …He is able to guard what I have 
entrusted to Him until that day.

• Philippians 1:6 …He who began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

• Romans 14:4…the Lord is able to make him stand.
Ephesians 3:20   Galatians 3:3 1 Thessalonians 5:24   2 Corinthians 1:21-22  Philippians 1:6, 3:20 -21   2 Timothy 1:12 Hebrews 7:25   
Jude 1:1+24

48



John 10:28, OSAS, 
Eternal Security, “Sin Unto Death”

• NAU  1 Corinthians 5:5 I have decided to deliver such 
a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that 
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

• Even a Christian who has been delivered to Satan, 
and his flesh destroyed, will be saved.

• NAU  1 John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother 
committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask 
and God will for him give life to those who commit 
sin not leading to death. There is a sin leading to 
death; I do not say that he should make request for 
this.
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John 10:28, OSAS, 
Eternal Security, “guaranteed”

• We can have assurance of our salvation because 
Paul says in;

• Romans 4:16, "For this reason it is by faith, in order 
that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the 
promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, 
not only to those who are of the Law, but also to 
those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the 
father of us all…"

• NAU  Hebrews 7:22 …Jesus has become the 
guarantee of a better covenant.

• If Jesus is the guarantee, are you “in Him”? 50



John 10:34, “You are gods”

• NAU  John 10:34 Jesus answered them, "Has it 
not been written in your Law, 'I SAID, YOU ARE 
GODS ‘?

• The Jehovah witnesses abuse this verse to try 
to prove that Jesus is just a created being and 
not infinite Deity. So let's look at its context 
and try to figure out what God is saying.

5
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John 10:34, “You are gods”

• John 10:34 …’I SAID, YOU ARE GODS ‘?

• NAU  Psalm 82:4  Rescue the weak and needy; Deliver 
them out of the hand of the wicked. 5 They do not know 
nor do they understand; They walk about in darkness; All 
the foundations of the earth are shaken. 6 I said, "You are 
gods, And all of you are sons of the Most High. 7 
"Nevertheless you will die like men, And fall like any one 
of the princes.”

• Even wicked rulers, when given, by God, the authority to 
execute justice and demand obedience (sitting in Moses's 
seat) demand respect. Just as a wicked CHP officer 
represents the state. He is the state.
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John 10:38, Know

• No other New Testament book (NAU) has more uses of the word 
“know” than the book of John. Only the book of Ezekiel has more 
uses (6 more in NAU). However Ezekiel has 394 verses. John has 
the greatest concentration of the word “know” in the entire Bible. 
John wants us to know certainly;

• NAU  John 4:42 and they were saying to the woman, "It is no 
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of 
the world."

• NAU  John 20:31 but these have been written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
you may have life in His name.

• NAU  1 John 5:13 These things I have written to you who believe in 
the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have 
eternal life.
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John 17:25, Know, Known

• NAU  John 17:25  "O righteous Father, although the world has 
not known Thee, yet I have known Thee; and these have 
known that Thou didst send Me; 26 and I have made Thy name 
known to them, and will make it known; that the love 
wherewith Thou didst love Me may be in them, and I in them.”

• NAU  1 Corinthians 8:3 but if anyone loves God, he is known by 
Him.

• NAU  Galatians 4:9 But now that you have come to know God, 
or rather to be known by God… [an intimate personal 
relationship]

• NAU  Romans 11:2 God has not rejected His people whom He 
foreknew… [God predetermined His love for them]
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John 10:39
He “eluded their grasp”

• NAU  John 10:39 Therefore they were seeking again 
to seize Him, and He eluded their grasp.

• NAU  John 7:30 So they were seeking to seize Him; 
and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour 
had not yet come.

• NAU  John 8:20 …no one seized Him, because His 
hour had not yet come.

• NAU  Luke 4:30 But passing through their midst, He 
went His way.

• NAU  John 8:59 …they picked up stones…, but Jesus 
hid Himself and went out of the temple. 55



Deity of 
Christ, 
Jesus is 

God
NAU  John 10:30 "I and the Father 

are one.”
NAU  Titus 2:13 looking for the blessed 

hope and the appearing of the glory 

of our great God and Savior, Christ 

Jesus,
NAU  Hebrews 1:8 But of the Son He 

says, "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS 

FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE 

RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE 

SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM.
NAU  John 8:58 Jesus said to them, 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, before 

Abraham was born, I am.”
NAU  Matthew 14:33 And those who 

were in the boat worshiped Him, 

saying, "You are certainly God's 

Son!”
NAU  Acts 20:28 "Be on guard for 

yourselves and for all the flock, 

among which the Holy Spirit has 

made you overseers, to shepherd the 

church of God which He purchased 

with His own blood.
NAU  2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him 

who knew no sin to be sin on our 

behalf, so that we might become the 
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So, in conclusion;

57



58



THE END

• A man in a corral shears whiteface 
sheep near a curving country road 
in Devon, England, 
1968.PHOTOGRAPH BY TED SPIEGEL, 
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC



Mark 3 John 10, Following Him 

• Following Him

• J. Dwight Pentecost on September 1, 2011 in 
DTS Chapel

• Dr. Dwight Pentecost, Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus of Bible Exposition; Adjunct Professor 
of Bible Exposition, DTS, reflects on what it 
means to abide and follow Him.
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• http://www.dts.edu/edia/
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Click on browse by speaker,
Choose which speaker,
Choose a recording

Sovereignty and Prayer (Matthew 7:1-12) from 
the previous list was not there  



Romans 8:30, Justified
by Ron Merryman
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Ron's books are excellent, and 
available for a donation on his 
website;
http://merrymanministries.com/Ord
erForm.aspx

http://merrymanministries.com/OrderForm.aspx


John
Believe And Live, Elmer 
Towns, Mal Couch and 
Ed Hindson, Twenty-
First Century Biblical 
Commentary Series, 

page
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Question: "What did Jesus mean when He 
said 'I AM'?"

• Question: "What did Jesus mean when He said 'I AM'?"

Answer: Jesus, in response to the Pharisees’ question “Who do you think you are?” said “‘Your father Abraham rejoiced at 
the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.’‘You are not yet fifty years old,’ the Jews said to him, ‘and you have 
seen Abraham!’ ‘I tell you the truth,’ Jesus answered, ‘before Abraham was born, I am!’ At this, they picked up stones to 
stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.” The violent response of the Jews to Jesus’ “I AM” 
statement indicates they clearly understood what He was declaring—that He was the eternal, incarnate God. Jesus was 
equating Himself with the "I AM" title God gave Himself in Exodus 3:14.

If Jesus had merely wanted to say He existed before Abraham’s time, He would have said, “Before Abraham, I was.” The 
Greek words translated “was” in the case of Abraham, and “am” in the case of Jesus, are quite different. The words chosen by 
the Spirit make it clear that Abraham was “brought into being,” but Jesus existed eternally (see John 1:1). There is no doubt
that the Jews understood what He was saying because they took up stones to kill Him for making Himself equal with God 
(John 5:18). Such a statement, if not true, was blasphemy and the punishment ascribed by the Mosaic Law was death 
(Leviticus 24:11-14). But Jesus committed no blasphemy; He was and is God, the second Person of the Godhead, equal to the 
Father in every way.

Jesus used the same phrase “I AM” in seven declarations about Himself. In all seven, He combines I AM with tremendous 
metaphors which express His saving relationship toward the world. All appear in the book of John. They are: I AM the Bread 
of Life (John 6:35, 1, 48, 51); I AM the Light of the World (John 8:12); I AM the Door of the Sheep (John 10:7,9); I AM the 
Good Shepherd(John 10:11, 14); I AM the Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25); I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life (John 
14:6); and I AM the True Vine (John 15: 1,5).

Recommended Resources: Jesus: The Greatest Life of All by Charles Swindoll and Logos Bible Software.
• What's new on GotQuestions.org?
• https://mail.google.com/mail/#inbox/1447c13c480c4852

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1055598773&msgid=4763124&act=SP2R&c=17667&destination=http://www.gotquestions.org/bread-of-life.html
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1055598773&msgid=4763124&act=SP2R&c=17667&destination=http://www.gotquestions.org/light-of-the-world.html
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1055598773&msgid=4763124&act=SP2R&c=17667&destination=http://www.gotquestions.org/I-am-the-door.html
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1055598773&msgid=4763124&act=SP2R&c=17667&destination=http://www.gotquestions.org/Good-Shepherd.html
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http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1055598773&msgid=4763124&act=SP2R&c=17667&destination=http://www.gotquestions.org/true-vine.html
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1055598773&msgid=4763124&act=SP2R&c=17667&destination=http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=202584
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• The Seven “I AM” Statements In John
• Wednesday, April 9th, 2014Christian Life
• Past Featured
• Rapture
• Salvation
• This entry is part 2 of 2 in the series Summarizing John's Gospel
• A Bible Study by Jack Kelley
• Recently I completely re-vamped a study I had originally written in 2003, entitled “The Seven Miracles In John” . In it I showed how John selected these seven miracles specifically for their ability to help us believe that Jesus is who He claimed to be, and that by believing we might have eternal life.
• In addition to these seven miracles John’s gospel contains seven “I am” statements. Their focus is on what happens after we become believers. You can call them part 2 of John’s underlying message to the Church. In this study, we’ll look at these seven “I am” statements to see what they’ll tell us. Here’s the first one.
• 1. The Bread Of Life
• Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:35)
• Jesus had recently fed the 5000. Incredibly some were still asking for a miraculous sign to help them believe He was who He claimed to be. They brought up the manna their forefathers had eaten in the wilderness (Exodus 16:13-18), and that established the context for this statement. I believe Jesus was saying the manna was meant to be a model 

of the Messiah. Whoever partakes of Him will never again know spiritual hunger. Like the manna, every one who seeks Him will find Him (Matt. 7:7-8), but each of us has to find Him for ourselves. No one else can receive Him for us, nor can we receive Him for anyone else. We all get an amount sufficient for our salvation. No one is lacking, none of 
Him is wasted.

• As for our thirst, remember how Jesus told the woman at the well that the water He offered would cure her thirst forever. Pointing to Jacob’s well, before which they were standing, He said, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:13-14)

• And then on the last and greatest day of the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. (John 7:37-
39)

• The Psalmist wrote, As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. (Psalm 42:1) In Jesus our spiritual hunger is satisfied and our spiritual thirst is quenched. Once we have the Holy Spirit, our search for spiritual fulfillment comes to an end, and we never need any other sustenance. The God shaped hole in our heart is finally 
filled.

• 2. The Light Of The World
• When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”(John 8:12)
• Literally this means that those who join Jesus as one of His followers will not be ignorant of spiritual matters but will have the power of understanding especially of the spiritual truth that brings eternal life. When we take the time to learn and apply these truths in faith we discover that the old adage is true. Whatever the spiritual question, Jesus is 

the answer.
• Are you feeling down trodden or discouraged? Overcome by the worries of life?
• Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. And 

my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. (Phil 4:4-7, 19).
• Do you carry a burden of guilt because of your sins?
• If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9).
• Do you have money problems?
• Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (Luke 6:38). “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 

God.” (2 Cor. 9:11)
• Or health problems?
• Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The 

prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.(James 5:14-16).
• I’ll say it again. Whatever the spiritual question, Jesus is the answer.
• 3. The Gate
• I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. (John 10:9)
• This is a reference to the Kingdom and recalls the words of Psalm 23:2, “He makes me lie down in green pasture.” Salvation is found through Jesus, He is the gate to the Kingdom, and no one can enter except through Him (John 3:3, John 14:6). Having entered through Him we will have the freedom to come and go as we please, dwelling in a state of 

peace in the midst of plenty. Surely goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of our life, and we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever (Psalm 23:6).
• 4. The Good Shepherd
• “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”(John 10:11)
• No one expects sheep to be responsible for themselves. Owners hire shepherds for that purpose. A shepherd’s job is to accept responsibility for the safety and well being of his flock. Most shepherds only take that to the point where it would threaten their personal safety, rightly deciding that their life is worth more than that of a sheep. A few 

would be willing to risk their lives to protect their sheep, but our Shepherd knowingly and willingly died to save us, because there was no other way.
• 5. The Resurrection And The Life
• Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”(John 11:25-26)
• This is an amazing statement. The Lord had already said that whoever believes in Him would not perish but would have eternal life (John 3:16). Here he provided more detail, saying that even though a believer experiences physical death, he will still have life. He was referring to the resurrection of those who die in faith. And then He said there 

would be some would never die, but would pass from this life directly into the next one. If we didn’t already know about the rapture, we wouldn’t see this, but since we do we can understand that He was talking about that one generation who will be alive when He comes for the Church, and will receive eternal life without dying first. And once again 
the Lord confirmed that the single qualification for eternal life is to believe that His death paid the entire price for our sins.

• 6. The Way, The Truth, And The Life
• Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)
• There is no other way into the presence of God than by accepting the Lord’s death as payment in full for our sins. As Peter said, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”(Acts 4:12) Jesus is the only remedy God has provided for man’s sin problem. He is the only way to 

eternal life. This is the truth of God’s Word.
• 7. The Vine
• “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)
• It’s important to understand that salvation is not a fruit bearing event, so in this statement Jesus was talking about our life after we’re saved. Of course a non believer cannot bear fruit, and even after we are saved, believers are not automatically fruitful. But if we yield our life to Him, (Romans 12:1-2) and respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit 

He sent to guide us (John 14:26) we can bear much fruit.
• If not, our lives will be unfruitful, because without Him we can do nothing of spiritual value. We’ll still be saved, but we’ll be of no more use to the work of the Kingdom than the unfruitful branches the gardener discards at pruning time. Paul confirmed this in 1 Cor 3:12-15. The unfruitful believer will be saved, but only as one escaping through the 

flames.
• Fruitfulness is not a matter of success or failure from a worldly stand point. It’s a matter of motive. Many of us will see some of our greatest accomplishments burn in the fires of judgment because we achieved them with wrong motives, like self satisfaction, or recognition from others, or even a desire to “make points” with God. Only those things 

that are prompted by the Holy Spirit and where our only motive is gratitude for all we’ve been given will survive. Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God. (1 Cor. 4:5)
• In summary, let’s put each of these seven “I am” statements in capsule for.
• Statement 1 tells us that Jesus is the One who spiritually sustains us.
• In statement 2 we learn that through Him we gain spiritual understanding and wisdom for living.
• Statement 3 explains that He has given us free and unlimited access to His Kingdom.
• Statement 4 shows how He did this by paying our entrance fee with His life
• In statement 5 we learn that whether we die before the rapture or are taken live in it, He has guaranteed our eternal life with God.
• Statement 6 explains that He is the only one who can do this for us, and
• Statement 7 reveals that for the balance of our life on Earth, the things we do in His strength, out of gratitude for what He’s done for us, are the only things that matter.
• These are the seven “I am” statements in John. Like the seven miracles we reviewed earlier, they reveal the Gospel. But now the message concerns what comes after salvation. I call it part two of the Lord’s message to us. Selah 01-23-10
• http://gracethrufaith.com/topical-studies/spiritual-life/the-seven-i-am-statements-in-john/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gracethrufaith+%28GraceThruFaith%29

http://gracethrufaith.com/tag/christian-life/
http://gracethrufaith.com/tag/past-featured/
http://gracethrufaith.com/tag/rapture/
http://gracethrufaith.com/tag/salvation/
http://gracethrufaith.com/series/summarizing-johns-gospel/
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Can A Christian Lose Salvation?"
• Question: "Can a Christian lose salvation?"

Answer: Before this question is answered, the term “Christian” must be defined. A “Christian” is not a person who has said a prayer, or walked down an 
aisle, or been raised in a Christian family. While each of these things can be a part of the Christian experience, they are not what “makes” a Christian. A 
Christian is a person who has, by faith, received and fully trusted in Jesus Christ as the only Savior (John 3:16; Acts 16:31; Ephesians 2:8-9).

So, with this definition in mind, can a Christian lose salvation? Perhaps the best way to answer this crucially important question is to examine what the Bible 
says occurs at salvation, and to study what losing salvation would therefore entail. Here are a few examples:

A Christian is a new creation. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). This verse 
speaks of a person becoming an entirely new creature as a result of being “in Christ.” For a Christian to lose salvation, the new creation would have to be 
canceled and reversed.

A Christian is redeemed. “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life 
handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:18-19). The word 
“redeemed” refers to a purchase being made, a price being paid. For a Christian to lose salvation, God Himself would have to revoke His purchase that He 
paid for with the precious blood of Christ.

A Christian is justified. “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). To 
“justify” means to “declare righteous.” All those who receive Jesus as Savior are “declared righteous” by God. For a Christian to lose salvation, God would 
have to go back on His Word and “un-declare” what He had previously declared.

A Christian is promised eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16). Eternal life is a promise of eternity (forever) in heaven with God. God promises, “Believe and you will have eternal life.” For a 
Christian to lose salvation, eternal life would have to be taken away. If a Christian is promised to live forever, how then can God break this promise by taking 
away eternal life?

A Christian is guaranteed glorification. “And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified” 
(Romans8:30). As we learned in Romans 5:1, justification is declared at the moment of faith. According to Romans8:30, glorification is guaranteed for all 
those whom God justifies. Glorification refers to a Christian receiving a perfect resurrection body in heaven. If a Christian can lose salvation, then 
Romans 8:30 is in error, because God could not guarantee glorification for all those whom He predestines, calls, and justifies.

Many more illustrations of what occurs at salvation could be shared. Even these few make it abundantly clear that a Christian cannot lose salvation. Most, if 
not all, of what the Bible says happens to us when we receive Jesus Christ as Savior would be invalidated if salvation could be lost. Salvation cannot be 
reversed. A Christian cannot be un-newly created. Redemption cannot be undone. Eternal life cannot be lost and still be considered eternal. If a Christian can 
lose salvation, God would have to go back on His Word and change His mind—two things that Scripture tells us God never does.

The most frequent objections to the belief that a Christian cannot lose salvation are 1) What about those who are Christians and continually live an immoral 
lifestyle? 2) What about those who are Christians but later reject the faith and deny Christ? The problem with these two objections is the phrase “who are 
Christians.” The Bible declares that a true Christian will not live a continually immoral lifestyle (1 John 3:6). The Bible declares that anyone who departs the 
faith is demonstrating that he never truly was a Christian (1 John 2:19). Therefore, neither objection is valid. Christians do not continually live immoral 
lifestyles, nor do they reject the faith and deny Christ. Such actions are proof that they were never redeemed.

No, a Christian cannot lose salvation. Nothing can separate a Christian from God’s love (Romans 8:38-39). Nothing can remove a Christian from God’s hand 
(John 10:28-29). God is both willing and able to guarantee and maintain the salvation He has given us. Jude 24-25, “To Him who is able to keep you from 



John 10:19,
Division Because Of Him

• NAU  John 7:43 So a division occurred in the crowd because of Him.

• Pope Says the Division Between Evangelicals and Catholics Is A Work of the Devil

• "Division is the work of the 'Father of Lies,' 'the Father of Discord,' who does everything 
possible to keep us divided," the Pope said in his message to a group sponsored by the John 
17 Movement. He said the devil "knows that Christians are disciples of Christ, that they are 
one, that they are brothers! He doesn't care whether they are Evangelicals, Orthodox, 
Lutherans or Catholics. They are Christians."  Read more. [http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2015/05/25/the-devil-knows-christians-are-

one-says-pope-francis/]

• Mike's Comment: The pope has blasphemed the Holy Spirit by attributing the work of Christ 
to the work of the devil. It is the Lord Jesus who divides believers from unbelievers by the 
truth of His Word (Luke 12:51-53). Born-again Christians and Catholics will always be divided 
on the essentials of the Gospel, how one is born again, how one is justified, how one is 
purified of sin, who can mediate between God and man, and the efficacy, sufficiency and 
necessity of Jesus Christ for salvation. Pope Francis is the one who is doing the work of the 
devil by rebuilding the religious tower of Babel as he seeks to unite all Christians under the 
papacy. Tragically, some evangelicals are jumping on his ecumenical bandwagon by denying 
the exclusivity of God's Gospel. Read more of Mike's response in an interview with the 
Christian News Network.
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John 7:43, Division [full article, by Mike Gendron of Proclaiming the Gospel Ministries]

‘Pope Francis’ Claims Devil Keeping Evangelicals, Roman 
Catholics Divided: ‘They Are One’

• ‘Pope Francis’ Claims Devil Keeping Evangelicals, Roman Catholics Divided: ‘They Are One’

• May 28, 2015 | Filed under: Life & Society,Top Stories,World | By: Heather Clark 

• 4592 23  3 4657

• Francis IIROME — In a recorded video statement released on Saturday, the Roman Catholic Pontiff known as Francis 
asserted that evangelicals and Catholics are one, and that it is the devil who has divided the two groups.

• “Division is the work of the ‘Father of Lies,’ ‘the Father of Discord,’ who does everything possible to keep us divided,” he 
said.

• The eight-minute video was for the “Celebration of Christian Unity” event organized by John 17 Ministries out of 
Pheonix, Ariz., which seeks to unite Christians and Catholics.

• “I feel like saying something that may sound controversial, or even heretical, perhaps,” Francis stated. “But there is 
someone who ‘knows’ that despite our differences we are one.”

• “The devil knows that Christians are disciples of Christ, that they are one, that they are brothers! He doesn’t care if they 
are Evangelicals or Orthodox, Lutherans, Catholics or Apostolic … He doesn’t care! They are Christians,” he said.

• The pontiff asserted that the devil is persecuting both evangelicals and Roman Catholics alike because they are all 
Christian.

• “It is he who is persecuting us. It is he who is persecuting Christians today, he who is anointing us with (the blood of) 
martyrdom,” he said. “Dear brothers and sisters, we are living in an ‘ecumenism of blood.'”
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John 10:19, Division, Divisions

• NAU  1 Corinthians 1:10 Now aI exhort you, 
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you all agree and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be made complete in the same 
mind and in the same judgment.

• NAU  Jude 1:19 These are the ones who cause 
divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.

• NAU  John 9:16, 10:19 A division occurred again 
among the Jews because of these words.
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John 10:22  Happy Hanukkah
khouse.org

• Last night [December 06, 2015], (Sunday) at sunset Jewish families all over the world celebrated Hanukkah, also known 
as the Festival of Lights. Hanukkah begins on the 25th day of the Hebrew month of Kislev and lasts eight days. The word 
Hanukkah means “dedication” and the holiday commemorates the re dedication of the Temple in 165 B.C.. Because of 
its Biblical and prophetic importance, we thought it would be right to explore the origin and history of Hanukkah.

• Hanukkah (חֲנכָֻּה) (Dedication) is the eight-day festival that begins on the 25th of Kislev. It is the only major Jewish 
festival that does not originate in the Hebrew Bible. Hanukkah commemorates the victory of Judah Maccabee and his 
followers over the army of the Syrian ruler, Antiochus Epiphanes. In the fourth century B.C., Greek forces under 
Alexander the Great conquered much of the known world, including the Near East and Israel. When Alexander died in 
320, leaving no sons to succeed him, a bitter 20-year power struggle between his two leading generals resulted in 
Ptolemy ruling Egypt and Seleucus controlling Syria. The Land of Israel, the crossroads of the ancient world, came under 
Seleucid domination.

• The historical basis of Hanukkah is found in the two Books of the Maccabees. These are part of the Apocrypha, a group 
of 14 books of the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Bible) that Judaism did not include in the Bible but were accepted 
by the Catholic Church. In 168 B.C., King Antiochus Epiphanes attempted to Hellenize (make Greek) all the peoples under 
his rule. He outlawed the practice of such Jewish rituals as Sabbath observance and circumcision and converted the 
Temple into a pagan shrine by instituting the worship of Greek gods and the sacrifice of pigs on the altar. Many Jews 
enthusiastically accepted the Greek customs while others resisted Hellenism and died as martyrs.

• When a Jew in the village of Modi’in prepared to perform the idolatrous act of pig sacrifice, Mattathias, a respected 
elderly priest (Kohen), became so furious he slew him. With his five sons, Mattathias retreated to the mountains and 
fought a guerilla war against the Syrian-Greeks and their Jewish allies. After Mattathias’s death, the leadership of the 
band passed to his third son, Judah, who waged a brave and brilliant campaign that eventually led to the defeat of the 
Seleucids.

• Judah was given the name “Maccabee,” which may have derived from the Hebrew word “makav” (hammer) and 
therefore have been a testament to his imposing strength. Another explanation is that Maccabee is an acrostic for the 
first letters of the Hebrew words Mi kamocha ba’elim Adonai (“Who is like You, O Lord, among the mighty”; Exod. 
15:11), which is recited daily.

72

http://khouse.org


John 10:22, Feast of Dedication
Rose Bible Chart
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John 10:22, Feast of the 
Dedication, festival of lights

• From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

• For other uses, see Hanukkah (disambiguation).

• "Hanaka" redirects here. For the village Hanaka, in Iran, see Honeg-e Pain.

• Hanukkah

• Hanukia.jpg

• A Hanukkah menorah

• Official name Hebrew: חֲנכָֻּהor חנוכה

• English translation: "Establishing" or "Dedication" (of the Temple in Jerusalem)

• Observed by Jews

• Type Jewish

• Significance The Maccabees successfully rebelled against Antiochus IV Epiphanes. According to the Talmud, a late text, 
the Temple was purified and the wicks of the menorah miraculously burned for eight days, even though there was only 
enough sacred oil for one day's lighting.

• Celebrations Lighting candles each night. Singing special songs, such as Ma'oz Tzur. Reciting Hallel prayer. Eating foods 
fried in oil, such as latkes and sufganiyot, and dairy foods. Playing the dreidel game, and giving Hanukkah gelt

• Begins 25 Kislev

• Ends 2 Tevet or 3 Tevet

• 2014 date Sunset, 16 December to nightfall, 24 December

• 2015 date Sunset, 6 December to nightfall, 14 December

• 2016 date Sunset, 24 December to nightfall, 1 January

• Related to Purim, as a rabbinically decreed holiday.

• Hanukkah (/ˈhɑːnəkə/ hah-nə-kə; Hebrew: חֲנכָֻּהkhanuká, Tiberian: khanuká, usually spelled חנוכה, pronounced 
[χanuˈka] in Modern Hebrew, [ˈχanukə] or [ˈχanikə] in Yiddish; a transliteration also romanized as Chanukah or 
Ḥanukah), also known as the Festival of Lights and Feast of Dedication, is an eight-day Jewish holiday commemorating 
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John 10:22-39, Jesus is God

• Today is April 16, 2013, Verse of the Day -- John 10:30  (Jesus said) I and the Father are one.
• THOUGHT FOR THE DAY,   Jesus is God.
• MINI BIBLE STUDY FOR THE DAY
• Toward the end of Jesus' earthly ministry, at the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem (John 10:22-39), Jewish leaders asked Him 

point blank, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly" (v. 24). Jesus, in no uncertain terms, 
answered that he was more than the Messiah, He was God! To this they "took up stones to stone Him" (v. 31).

• At that time the Feast of the Dedication took place at Jerusalem; it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the 
portico of Solomon. The Jews then gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, "How long will You keep us in suspense? If 
You are the Christ, tell us plainly." Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father's 
name, these testify of Me. But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep. My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, 
and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and the 
Father are one." The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from 
the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?" The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for 
blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God." Jesus answered them, "Has it not been written in 
your Law, 'I SAID, YOU ARE GODS'? If he called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be 
broken), do you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, 'You are blaspheming,' because I said, 'I am 
the Son of God'? If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, 
believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father." Therefore they were 
seeking again to seize Him, and He eluded their grasp. —John 10:22-39The Greek word translated "one" in this verse is 
neuter: "one thing," not "one person." In other words, Jesus did not say that He and the Father are identical, but rather, He
and the Father have essential unity together, that He enjoys exact unity of nature and actions with His Father. The Jews 
clearly understood this and tried to stone Him for blasphemy.. . . God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes to see not and ears to 
hear not, down to this very day. —Romans 11:8



John 10:28-29, The Gospel's Promise 
is Not Conditional Life, by Mike Gendron

• “The apostle John, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, revealed the glorious promise of the Gospel with these 
words, "I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have 
eternal life" (1 John 5:13). This verse parallels John's purpose for writing his Gospel: "these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name" (John20:31). John 
wrote his Gospel so that people would believe and be saved. He wrote his first epistle so that those who believe would 
know they are saved.

•
• Ignoring these certain and sure promises of God, over half of professing Christians believe they can lose their salvation. 

They believe eternal life is really conditional life and it is based on what they continue to do instead of what Christ has 
done. They say they believe in Jesus, but they do not believe what he promises. Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, whoever 
hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned, he has crossed over from 
death to life" (John5:24). Those who are depending on their own righteousness, performing good works, or adhering to a 
religious system, can never be assured of salvation. They will never know if they have ever done enough. There is no joy 
when people put their faith in what they do instead of what God has done in Christ. When salvation depends completely 
on God, there is no chance for failure. Whenever man is involved in attaining and preserving salvation there can be no 
assurance, only a false hope.

•
True believers have assurance through God the Father. Jesus said: "I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish...My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand" 
(John 10:28-29). The life Jesus gives is everlasting, not temporal or perishable.

True believers also have assurance through God the Son. Jesus said: "This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of 
all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. And this is the will of Him who sent Me, 
that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day" 
(John 6:39-40). "Everlasting" and "eternal" are words that describe not only the life believers have in Christ, but also the 
punishment that awaits those who die without Christ.

Born-again Christians also have assurance through God the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul declared: "You also were 
included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation; having believed, you were marked in 
him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance" (Ephesians 1:13-14). At the very 
moment anyone understands and believes the Gospel, they are sealed by the Holy Spirit, who guarantees they will be 
co-heirs with Christ (Romans8:17).

Assurance is based on God's power and promises (1 Pet. 1:3-5). The gift of eternal life is eternally secure because God's 



John 10:28-29, Eternal Security, Overcomers, Book Of 
Life

• QUESTION FOR THE DAY
• Dear Compass,
• I just read in Revelation 3:5 where Jesus said, "He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book 

of life . . ." Does this mean if we don't overcome we will go to hell or not get into heaven? Sounds like we can lose our salvation—please clarify.
•

ANSWER:
• It cannot mean you can lose your salvation because that would contradict scores of other verses that say you cannot. Always remember, a person who 

is a Christian today, remains a Christian tomorrow.
• Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out 

of death into life. —John 5:24Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never 
thirst. But I said to you that you have seen Me, and yet do not believe. All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will 
certainly not cast out. —John 6:35-37

• and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater 
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. —John 10:28-29

• Revelation 2 and 3 are letters to actual churches/congregations who were meeting around 95 AD in what today is called Western Turkey. The verse 
you referred to was addressing the church at Sardis. The verse confirms that because they were true Christians, their names would not be erased from 
the Book of Life.All of God's creation is recorded in the Book of Life.

• May they be blotted out of the book of life
And may they not be recorded with the righteous. —Psalm 69:28Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my 
struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. —Philippians 4:3

See also Revelation 21:27
• Jesus promised true believers that they will remain in the Book of Life. If you do not overcome (by the blood of Christ), your name will be removed.And 

who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? —1 John 5:5



John 10:28-29, Rom 8 1 John5:11-13, 
Assurance Of Salvation

• Question: "How can I have assurance of my salvation?"

Answer: How can you know for sure if you are saved? Consider 1 John5:11-13: “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.” Who is it that has the Son? It is those who have believed in Him and accepted Him 
(John 1:12). If you have Jesus, you have life. Not temporary life, but eternal.

God wants us to have assurance of our salvation. We cannot live our Christian lives wondering and worrying each day whether or not we are truly 
saved. That is why the Bible makes the plan of salvation so clear. Believe in Jesus Christ and you will be saved (John 3:16; Acts 16:31). Do you believe 
that Jesus is the Savior, that He died to pay the penalty for your sins (Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)? Are you trusting Him alone for salvation? If your 
answer is yes, you are saved! Assurance means “having been put beyond all doubt.” By taking God's Word to heart, you can “put beyond all doubt” the 
fact and reality of your eternal salvation.

Jesus Himself affirms this regarding those who have believed in Him: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out 
of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand” (John 10:28-29). Eternal life is 
just that—eternal. There is no one, not even yourself, who can take Christ's God-given gift of salvation away from you.

We hide God's Word in our hearts so that we do not sin against Him (Psalm 119:11), and this includes the sin of doubt. Take joy in what God's Word is 
saying to you, that instead of doubting we can live with confidence! We can have the assurance from Christ's own Word that our salvation will never 
be in question. Our assurance is based on God's love for us through Jesus Christ.

Recommended Resources: Logos Bible Software and The Assurance of Our Salvation: Exploring the Depth of Jesus' Prayer for His Own by D. Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones.

What's new on GotQuestions.org?

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1055598773&msgid=4711617&act=SP2R&c=17667&destination=http://www.logos.com/gotquestions
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1055598773&msgid=4711617&act=SP2R&c=17667&destination=http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=540516


John 10:30, No one has seen God

• John 1:18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is 
in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. 

• Exodus 24:9 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel, 10 and they saw the God of Israel; and under 
His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky 
itself. 11 Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons 
of Israel; and they saw God, and they ate and drank.

• Exodus 33:20 But He said, "You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me 
and live!“

• John 10:30 "I and the Father are one.“
• John 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you 

have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the 
Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father '?

• 1 John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as 
yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, 
because we will see Him just as He is.



John 10:30, The Trinity is Not A 
Problem, It’s A Solution

• Some would say that the Bible presents an irreconcilable dilemma. Both the New and Old Testament declare that there 
is only one God. Verses like Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Isaiah 43:10, James 2:19, 1 Corinthians 8:4, 6 and 1 Timothy 2:5-6 make 
it rather clear; the writers of Jewish and Christian scripture proclaimed the existence of a single, solitary God. While this
is the consistent message of the Bible, another thorny truth is also proclaimed: the Bible teaches that God the Father, 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are all God:

• All Three Are the All-Powerful Creator (Omnipotent)

• Father: But now, O LORD, Thou art our Father, We are the clay, and Thou our potter; And all of us are the work of Thy 
hand. (Isaiah 64:8)

• Son: All things came into being by Him (Jesus, the Word), and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come 
into being. (John 1:3)

• Holy Spirit: “The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” (Job 33:4)

• All Three Are All-Knowing (Omniscient)

• Father: …in whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. (1 John 3:20)

• Son: “Now we know that You (Jesus) know all things, and have no need for anyone to question You; by this we believe 
that You came from God.” (John 16:30)

• Holy Spirit: For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. (1 
Corinthians 2:10)

• All Three Are All-Present (Omnipresent)

• Father: “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Thee, how 
much less this house which I have built!” (1 Kings 8:27)

• Son: “…teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
(Matthews 28:20)
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The Trinity is Not A Problem, It’s A 
Solution, J. Warner Wallace

• “Some would say that the Bible presents an 
irreconcilable dilemma. Both the New and Old 
Testament declare that there is only one God. Verses 
like Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Isaiah 43:10, James 2:19, 1 
Corinthians 8:4, 6 and 1 Timothy 2:5-6 make it rather 
clear; the writers of Jewish and Christian scripture 
proclaimed the existence of a single, solitary God. While 
this is the consistent message of the Bible, another 
thorny truth is also proclaimed: the Bible teaches that 
God the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are all 
God:  …the Triune God of Christianity was offered in the 
Athanasian Creed of the 4th
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The Trinity is Not A Problem, It’s A 
Solution

• Century: “…we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; 
Neither confounding the persons nor dividing the substance. For 
there is one person of the Father, another of the Son, and another 
of the Holy Spirit. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit is all one, the glory equal, the majesty coeternal… 
And in this Trinity none is afore or after another; none is greater or 
less than another. But the whole three persons are coeternal, and 
coequal. So that in all things, as aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity and 
the Trinity in Unity is to be worshipped. He therefore that will be 
saved must thus think of the Trinity.” …”

• J. Warner Wallace is a Cold-Case Detective, a Christian Case Maker, 
and the author of Cold-Case Christianity and God’s Crime Scene.
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The Trinity is Not A Problem, It’s A Solution

All Three Are the All-Powerful Creator 
(Omnipotent)

• Father: But now, O LORD, Thou art our Father, We 
are the clay, and Thou our potter; And all of us are 
the work of Thy hand. (Isaiah 64:8)

• Son: All things came into being by Him (Jesus, the 
Word), and apart from Him nothing came into 
being that has come into being. (John 1:3)

• Holy Spirit: “The Spirit of God has made me, And 
the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” (Job 
33:4)
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The Trinity is Not A Problem, It’s A Solution

All Three Are All-Present
(Omnipresent)

• Father: “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, 
heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Thee, how 
much less this house which I have built!” (1 Kings 8:27)

• Son: “…teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
(Matthews 28:20)

• Holy Spirit: Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I 
flee from Thy presence? If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; 
If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there. If I take the 
wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 
Even there Thy hand will lead me, And Thy right hand will lay 
hold of me. (Psalm 139:7-10)
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The Trinity is Not A Problem, It’s A Solution

All Three Are All-Loving (Omnibenevolent)

• Father: For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish, but have eternal life. (John 
3:16)

• Son: Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself up for her 
(Ephesians 5:25)

• Holy Spirit: Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord 
Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive 
together with me in your prayers to God for me… 
(Romans 15:30-31) 86



The Trinity is Not A Problem, It’s A Solution

All Three Are Called “God”
• Father: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:2)

• Son: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)

• Holy Spirit: But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep 
back some of the price of the land? “While it remained 
unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was 
sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you 
have conceived this deed in your heart? You have not 
lied to men, but to God.” (Acts 5:3-4)

87



John 10:30-31, Karl Poppelreiter commented on 
a Valley Bible Fellowship Facebook post

• Karl Poppelreiter “Excellent & concise article. A little personal perspective on this. In my congregation is a Messianic Jew, 
a long-time pastor of a Jewish congregation. He confirmed with me a few years ago the "aleph-ta'av" (or 'êth) as being 
nearly grammatically insignificant in the Hebrew, but doctrinally highly significant regarding Christ Jesus. The 'êth is in 
the Hebrew but never pronounced when read, & never translated into the English, because it doesnt make sense in the 
English. The first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, & the last.

• 'ĕlôhıŷm is normally translated "gods" in Hebrew, because it is a plural imperative. The "ym" makes it plural. In fact 
'ĕlôhıŷm is used throughout the Old Testament to refer to pagan gods. But the sentence structure is always plural when 
used for pagan gods. In the dozens of places 'ĕlôhıŷm is used for the Creator God, like in Gen 1:1, the sentence structure 
is always singular, which is grammatically incorrect. Like saying, "The cars is on the street." Fingernails on a chalkboard 
to an English teacher.

• Now I said 'ĕlôhıŷm is "plural," but more appropriately "ym" means the subject is uncontainable, unfathomable, beyond 
comprehension. The Hebrew word maym means "waters." A Jew goes to the faucet to get a glass of "waters," not 
"water." The vastness of "waters," like "'ĕlôhıŷm," are uncontainable, unfathomable, beyond comprehension. "The Spirit 
of 'ĕlôhıŷm hovered over the maym." Both uncontainable, unfathomable, beyond comprehension. Equally as important, 
"In the beginning, 'ĕlôhıŷm, the Beginning and the End, created ..."

• The article also references the Shema from Deut 6:4, "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one ['echâd]." When 
Jesus spoke, He did so in Aramaic, or in Hebrew. Both are very similar. 'echâd means "one in substance & nature" in both 
languages. One. So at the Feast of Dedication, in the Temple of the Lord, under Solomon's Colonade where rabbis 
taught, when Jesus proclaimed, "I and the Father am one," He said "I and the Father are 'echâd ... one-in-the-same-in 
substance & nature." THIS is why the Jews picked up rocks to stone Him, because Jesus was publicly claiming co-deity 
with God, united & inseparable in essence & nature. Obviously heresy in the Jewish mind, since God is 'echâd ... one in 
substance & nature ... yet uncontainable, unfathomable, beyond comprehension. (Refer John 10:30-31).
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John 10:30-33

• Question: "Is Jesus God? Did Jesus ever claim to be God?"

• Answer: The Bible never records Jesus saying the precise words, “I am God.” That does not mean, however, that He did 
not proclaim that He is God. Take for example Jesus’ words in John 10:30, “I and the Father are one.” We need only to 
look at the Jews’ reaction to His statement to know He was claiming to be God. They tried to stone Him for this very 
reason: “You, a mere man, claim to be God” (John 10:33). The Jews understood exactly what Jesus was claiming—deity. 
When Jesus declared, “I and the Father are one,” He was saying that He and the Father are of one nature and essence. 
John 8:58 is another example. Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth … before Abraham was born, I am!” Jews who heard 
this statement responded by taking up stones to kill Him for blasphemy, as the Mosaic Law commanded (Leviticus 
24:16).

• John reiterates the concept of Jesus’ deity: “The Word [Jesus] was God” and “the Word became flesh” (John 1:1, 14). 
These verses clearly indicate that Jesus is God in the flesh. Acts 20:28 tells us, “Be shepherds of the church of God, which 
he bought with his own blood.” Who bought the church with His own blood? Jesus Christ. And this same verse declares 
that God purchased His church with His own blood. Therefore, Jesus is God!

• Thomas the disciple declared concerning Jesus, “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28). Jesus does not correct him. Titus 
2:13 encourages us to wait for the coming of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ (see also 2 Peter 1:1). In Hebrews 1:8, the 
Father declares of Jesus, “But about the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last forever and ever, and righteousness 
will be the scepter of your kingdom.’” The Father refers to Jesus as “O God,” indicating that Jesus is indeed God.

• In Revelation, an angel instructed the apostle John to only worship God (Revelation 19:10). Several times in Scripture 
Jesus receives worship (Matthew 2:11; 14:33; 28:9, 17; Luke 24:52; John 9:38). He never rebukes people for worshiping 
Him. If Jesus were not God, He would have told people to not worship Him, just as the angel in Revelation did. There are 
many other passages of Scripture that argue for Jesus’ deity.
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2 Cor 1:21-22, 2 Cor 5:5, Ephesians 1:13-14, 
OSAS And 1 Tim. 4:16

• OSAS And 1 Tim. 4:16
• Thursday, February 27th, 2014 Once Saved Always Saved
• Salvation
• Q. Could you please explain the significance of 1 Tim 4:16, to OSAS? In this verse, it seems Paul is speaking to those in 

ministry, and it does appear he is saying that they must make certain they keep their own salvation as well as that of those 
they are teaching by what they are teaching. It would seem from what is being said in previous verses that these leaders are 
saved, but could be in danger of losing it (salvation) through wrong teaching, as well as their recipients not receiving it. If
anyone can give a clear understanding and clarity to this, I believe you can.

• A. Here’s what 1 Tim. 4:16 says;
• Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.
• If you were to read this verse in a vacuum, you could make such an assumption. But no statement in the New Testament 

(especially not one of Paul’s) can contradict his promises of eternal security for Church Age believers (2 Cor. 1:21-22, 2 Cor. 
5:5, Ephesians 1:13-14). These verses make it clear that having already been saved, Timothy could not be in danger of losing 
his salvation if he didn’t adhere to correct teaching.

• Therefore, 1 Tim. 4:16 has to be understood as Paul telling Timothy that if he watched his doctrine carefully the end result 
would not only be saving himself (already happened) but also those he would be teaching (going to happen). I think Paul was 
stressing the importance of adhering to correct doctrine in assuring a fruitful career, rather than warning him that the failure
to do so could endanger his salvation.

• This is good advice for all pastors and teachers, and goes along with Paul’s admonition to present ourselves to God as 
workmen approved, who do not need to be ashamed of the way we’ve handled His word (2 Tim. 2:15).

• http://gracethrufaith.com/ask-a-bible-teacher/osas-1-tim-
416/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gracethrufaith+%28GraceThruFaith%29

• DLK adds that this could be about temporal salvation, our eternal salvation is by grace not by our “life”, but leading a Godly 
life  leaves little room for legitimate persecution, and our critics can’t get traction, and our good example/witness can lead 
others to salvation in Christ.

http://gracethrufaith.com/tag/once-saved-always-saved/
http://gracethrufaith.com/tag/salvation/
http://gracethrufaith.com/ask-a-bible-teacher/osas-1-tim-416/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed:+Gracethrufaith+(GraceThruFaith)


John 10:28, OSAS, 
Eternal Security, “Heirs are OSAS”

• NAU  Romans 4:14 …heirs, faith is made void …

• NAU  Romans 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ…

• Christians become children of God/heirs, by grace through 
faith,  however, once we are justified, and a born again 
Christian, “faith is made void.” 

• It is not our faith that keeps us born again. 

• NAU  Galatians 3:1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched 
you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as 
crucified? 2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: 
did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing 
with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are 
you now being perfected by the flesh?
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John 10:28, OSAS, 
Eternal Security, “Heirs are OSAS”

• Consider a scenario, a man asks a woman to marry him. She says yes. 
During the engagement he makes commitments, plans, and 
reservations based on faith that she will marry him. After the 
wedding, his “faith is made void.” His faith is made complete.

• When we get saved it’s by God’s grace, through faith. We become a 
child of God, heirs with Christ. Our “faith is made void,” perfected, 
complete, finished, past tense.

• NAU  Romans 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ…

• Christians become children of God/heirs, by grace through faith,  
however, once we are justified, and a born again Christian, “faith is 
made void.” 

• It is not our faith that keeps us born again. 

• We do walk by faith, but that’s sanctification, not justification. 92


