
Lecture Series: By Christopher Harrison 



What human nature did 

Christ receive at birth?





THE FIRST THING WE MUST 

ESTABLISH IS 

What kind of  body did Jesus receive?



Was Christ literal flesh 

or a simulation of  

flesh?





Romans 8:3 

For what the law could 

not do, in that it was 

weak through the flesh, 

God sending his own 

Son in the likeness of  

sinful flesh, and for sin, 

condemned sin in the 

flesh:













Paul says that Jesus came in the likeness of  

sinful flesh. Sinful flesh is not difficult to 

understand, it is what we posses, but what 

does the word “likeness” mean in this 

context? Does it mean to only look like, to 

have a resemblance to, or does it mean 

actually like, the same as?

Paul also says that Jesus came in the likeness 

of  men; men, meaning mankind, humanity. 

Does likenesses in Philippians 2:5-8 mean to 

only look like, to have a resemblance to, or 

does it mean actually like, the same as? 

Based on the usage of  the term “likeness” in 

both texts written by the same author, 

speaking on the same subject, what should 

we understand “likeness” to mean?

Romans 8:3 & Philippians 2:5-8



Paul also says that Jesus made 

himself  of  no reputation, and took 

upon him the form of  a servant (In 

the Greek Doulos meaning slave). 

What does he mean when he uses 

the word “form”. We must be 

consistent, because earlier in the 

verse he also says “ Who being in 

the form of  God, thought it not 

robbery to be equal with God”. Was 

he really equal with God? Yes he 

was. Hence “form” in both 

instances must have the same 

connotation, or the entire statement 

would be contradictory

Philippians 2:5-8





Angels were in the 

“likeness of  men” when 

they appeared on earth, 

(Appearing to Abraham 

Sarah) However they were 

not limited and degraded 

by sin. They were not 

susceptible to temptations 

as fallen human beings are.

If  “likeness of  sinful flesh” 

means only to look like 

sinful flesh then “Likeness 

of  men” must also mean 

only to look like a man just 

as angels were when they 

appeared on earth.





Hebrews 2:16 

For verily he took 

not on him the 
nature of angels; 

but he took on him
the seed of  

Abraham.



DOCETISM

The belief  that Jesus was in a look-a-like 

body and not a real body is called Docetism.

It is the erroneous belief  that Christ only 

seemed to be human, that He did not really 

have a body of  a human, flesh and blood.

Docetism, (from Greek dokein, “to seem”), 

Christian heresy and one of  the earliest 

Christian sectarian doctrines, affirming that 

Christ did not have a real or natural body 

during his life on earth but only an apparent 

or phantom one. Though its incipient forms 

are alluded to in the New Testament, such as 

in the Letters of  John (e.g., 1 John 4:1–3; 2 

John 7), Docetism became more fully 

developed as an important doctrinal position 

of  Gnosticism, a religious dualist system of  

belief  arising in the 2nd century ad which 

held that matter was evil and the spirit good. 

Encyclopedia Britannica



STRONGS CONCORDANCE

Strongs Number: G4561 

Flesh=Sarx (sarx) in the Greek New Testament

Word: sarx

Pronounce: sarx

Origin: human nature (with its frailties (physically 

or morally) and passions), or (specially), a human 

being 



“The flesh” that is referred to 

in John Chapter 1 and 1st & 

2nd John is definite article. 

“The flesh” that John and 

Paul spoke of  was the flesh 

which existed at that present 

time when they spoke, sinful 

flesh (As defined by the Greek 

meaning and origin of  the 

word Sarx). Neither John nor 

Paul made any references to 

any “exempted flesh” or to 

“Adam’s flesh before the fall”, 

as neither flesh existed when 

they spoke on the subject. 





Hebrews 2:14,16-18
Forasmuch then as the children are 

partakers of  flesh and blood, he also 

himself  likewise took part of  the same; 

that through death he might destroy 

him that had the power of  death, that 

is, the devil; For verily he took not on 

him the nature of  angels; but he took 

on him the seed of  Abraham. 

Wherefore in all things it behoved him 

to be made like unto his brethren, that 

he might be a merciful and faithful 

high priest in things pertaining to 

God, to make reconciliation for the 

sins of  the people. For in that he 

himself  hath suffered being tempted, 

he is able to succour them that are 

tempted.





What did he hope 

to accomplish?









He (Jesus) also knew that it was not possible for man, 
out of  Eden, separated from the light and love of  God 
since the Fall, to resist the temptations of  Satan in his 
own strength. {Review and Herald, August 18, 1874}





Adam’s disadvantages after the fall

1) An imperfect environment where he 
must work to supply his needs 

2) Impaired faculties, mental and 
physical

Tainted by the effects of sin Adam has; 

1) A natural instinct to do his own will, 
an inclination to disobedience.

2) Passed on these disadvantages to his 
descendants. His offspring must be 
taught righteousness.  

3) A need of an external source for 
mental and spiritual strength to live 
righteously





He obtains for the fallen sons and daughters of Adam that strength 
which it is impossible for them to gain for themselves, that in His 
name they may overcome the temptations of Satan." {Review and 
Herald, August 18, 1874}









Omniscience Knowledge of the past

Isaiah 7:14, 15.  Therefore the 
Lord himself shall give you a 
sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel.15.  
Butter and honey shall he eat, 
that he may know to refuse the 
evil, and choose the good.

(Butter) The hidden knowledge of God’s words
and (honey) His Law shall he (eat) study that 
he may know to refuse evil and choose good.

Psalm 119: 11. Thy word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against thee. 

As He advanced from childhood to 
youth, He did not seek the schools of the 
rabbis. He needed not the education to 
be obtained from such sources; for God 
was His instructor. (The Desire of Ages 
pg 70.1)



Omniscience 

knowledge of  the 

future

Mark 13:32. But of  

that day and that 

hour knoweth no 

man, no, not the 

angels which are in 

heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father. The Son of  God was surrendered to the 

Father's will, and dependent upon His power. 
So utterly was Christ emptied of  self  that He 
made no plans for Himself. He accepted 
God's plans for Him, and day by day the 
Father unfolded His plans. (The Desire of  
Ages pg 208)



Omnipotence

All powerful not lacking in 

strength or any abilities

He rested not in the 
possession of  almighty power. 
It was not as the "master of  
earth and sea and sky" that 
He reposed in quiet. That 
power He had laid down and 
He says, "I can of  mine own 
self  do nothing." John 5:30. 
(The Desire of  Ages pg 336)





The words, "mine hour is 
not yet come," point to the 
fact that every act of 
christ's life on earth was in 
fulfilment of the plan that 
had existed from the days 
of eternity, before he came 
to earth, the plan lay out 
before him, perfect in all 
its details, but as he 
walked among men, he 
was guided, step by step, 
by the father's will. 

The Desire of Ages pg 147



If  Christ had a special power which it is not the 
privilege of  man to have, Satan would have made 

capitol of  this matter." 
Selected Messages Vol. 3 pg 139











If  Jesus then came to prove that 

perfect beings can keep the law of  

God, which was proven already, it 

would have been an infinite 

humiliation and a costly effort in 

futility. Two thirds of  the angels in 

heaven and the perfect beings of  the 

other worlds were evidence enough 

to prove that perfect beings (Adam, 

Eve, Lucifer and One third of  the 

Angels) need not sin. Jesus’ 

incarnation was to satisfy the 

specificity of  Satan’s accusation, 

about the sons and daughter of  

Adam, fallen man, mankind 

possessing sinful nature.



Christ knew that Adam in Eden, with his superior 
advantages, might have withstood the temptations 

of  Satan, and conquered him.

Review and Herald, August 18, 1874



Before the foundation of  the world it was according 
to the determinate counsel of  God that man should 

be created, endowed with power to do the divine 
will.

God's Amazing Grace - Page 129 



We would never have learned 
the meaning of  this word 
“grace” had we not Fallen. 
God loves the sinless angels 
who do His service and are 
obedient to all His commands, 
but He does not give them 
grace. These heavenly beings 
know Naught of  grace; they 
have never needed it, for they 
have never sinned. Grace is an 
attribute of  God shown to 
undeserving human beings. 
My Life Today page 100



To the consecrated worker 
there is wonderful 
consolation in the 
knowledge that even Christ 
during His life on earth 
sought His Father daily for 
fresh supplies of  needed 
grace; and from this 
communion with God He 
went forth to strengthen 
and bless others. Behold 
the Son of  God bowed in 
prayer to His Father! 
Acts of  the Apostles page 
56



Though He is the Son of  God, 
He strengthens His faith by 
prayer, and by communion with 
heaven gathers to Himself  
power to resist evil and to 
minister to the needs of  men….. 
His own example is an 
assurance that earnest, 
persevering supplication to God 
in faith--faith that leads to entire 
dependence upon God, and 
unreserved consecration to His 
work--will avail to bring to men 
the Holy Spirit's aid in the battle 
against sin. Acts of  the Apostles 
page 56









"Letters have been coming in to me, 
affirming that Christ could not have 
had the same nature as man, for if  He 
had, He would have fallen under 
similar temptations. If  He did not have 
man's nature, He could not be our 
example. If  He was not a partaker of  
our nature, He could not have been 
tempted as man has been.... His 
temptation and victory tell us that 
humanity must copy the Pattern; man 
must become a partaker of  the divine 
nature. {Review and Herald, Feb. 18, 
1890:}

How can we copy the “pattern” if  we 

must live with a different nature than 

he had?



"But many say that Jesus was not 
like us, that He was not as we are 
in the world, that He was divine, 
and that we cannot overcome as 
He overcame. But Paul writes, 
'Verily he took not on him the 
nature of  angels; but he took on 
him the seed of  Abraham. 
Wherefore in all things it 
behoved him to be made like 
unto his brethren."' (Review and 
Herald, Apr. 1, 1892: )







Genesis 3:15. 

And I will put enmity between 

thee and the woman, and 

between thy seed and her seed; 

it shall bruise thy head, and 

thou shalt bruise his heel. 

When Christ hung in agony 
upon the cross, while evil spirits 
rejoiced, and evil men reviled, 

then indeed his heel was 
bruised by Satan. But that very 
act was crushing the serpent’s 

head.
The Review and Herald July 18, 

1882





.

Galatians 3:16. 

Now to Abraham and his 

seed were the promises 

made. He saith not, And 

to seeds, as of  many; but 

as of  one, And to thy 

seed, which is Christ



Isaiah 11:1

And there shall come forth a rod out of  

the stem of  Jesse, and a Branch shall 

grow out of  his roots.“



Jeremiah 23: 5 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 

raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King 

shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 

judgment and justice in the earth.









Romans 1:3-4 

Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was 

made of  the seed of  David according to the flesh; 4.  

And declared to be the Son of  God with power, 

according to the spirit of  holiness, by the resurrection 

from the dead:





Luke 1: 41-43

And it came to pass, that, 

when Elisabeth heard the 

salutation of  Mary, the 

babe leaped in her womb; 

and Elisabeth was filled 

with the Holy Ghost: 42.  

And she spake out with a 

loud voice, and said, 

Blessed art thou among 

women, and blessed is the 

fruit of  thy womb. 43.  And 

whence is this to me, that 

the mother of  my Lord

should come to me?






