


Matthew 7:15-23:  A Tree and Its Fruit
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you 
in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their 
fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, 
or figs from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree 
bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears 
bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad 
fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will 
recognize them by their fruits.



Matthew 7:15-23:  A Tree and Its Fruit
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one 
who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 
and cast out demons in your name, and do 
many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then 
will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’





LOVE agape
To serve a person for their good and 

intrinsic value, not for what the 
person brings you.



LOVE agape
The opposite of love:

Fear: self-protection and abuse 



LOVE agape
The counterfeit of love:

Selfish affection - where you are 
attracted to someone and treat them 
well because of how they make you 

feel about yourself. 



JOY chara
A delight in God for the sheer beauty 

and worth of who He is. 



JOY chara
The opposite of joy:

Hopelessness or despair 



JOY chara
The counterfeit of joy:

An elation that is based on 
experiencing blessings, not the 

Blesser, causing mood swings based 
on circumstances.



PEACE irene
A confidence and rest in the wisdom 

and control of God, rather than in 
your own. 



PEACE irene
The opposite of peace:

Anxiety and worry 



PEACE irene
The counterfeit of peace:

Indifference, apathy, not caring about 
something. 



PATIENCE makrothumia
An ability to face trouble without 

blowing up or hitting out .



PATIENCE makrothumia
The opposite of patience:

Resentment: 
• Bitterness
• Anger
• Dislike
• Offense
• Hatred

…toward God and others 



PATIENCE makrothumia
The counterfeit of patience:

Cynicism or lack of care 



KINDNESS chrestotes
An ability to serve others practically in 

a way which makes me vulnerable, 
which comes from having a deep 

inner security. 



KINDNESS chrestotes
The opposite of kindness:

Envy, which leaves me unable to 
rejoice in another’s joy. 



KINDNESS chrestotes
The counterfeit of kindness:

Manipulative good deeds, doing good 
for others so I can congratulate myself 

and feel I am “good enough” for 
others or for God. 



GOODNESS / INTEGRITY 
agathosune

Being the same person in every 
situation



GOODNESS / INTEGRITY 
agathosune

The opposite of agathosune:
Being a phony or a hypocrite. 



GOODNESS / INTEGRITY 
agathosune

The counterfeit of agathosune:
Getting things off your chest just to 

make yourself feel or look better. 



FAITHFULNESS, LOYALTY, COURAGE 
pistis

To be utterly reliable and true to your 
word. 



FAITHFULNESS, LOYALTY, COURAGE 
pistis

The opposite of pistis:
To be an opportunist, a friend only in 

good times.



FAITHFULNESS, LOYALTY, COURAGE 
pistis

The counterfeit of pistis:
Is to be loving but not truthful, so that 

you are never willing to confront or 
challenge. 



GENTLENESS
prautas

Humility, self-forgetfulness 



GENTLENESS
prautas

The opposite of prautas:
To be superior or self-absorbed .



GENTLENESS
prautas

The counterfeit of pistis:
Inferiority 



SELF-CONTROL
Egkrateia

The ability to pursue the important 
over the urgent, rather than to be 
always impulsive or uncontrolled.



SELF-CONTROL
Egkrateia

The opposite of self-control:
Impulsive or uncontrolled.



SELF-CONTROL
Egkrateia

The counterfeit of self-control:
A willpower which is based on pride, 

the need to feel in control.



24 And those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires.
25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also 
keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let 
us not become conceited, 
provoking one another, envying 
one another.




