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' The Sumerian King List




The Sumerian King List

=1 Ufnérians established the first
Civilization in the biblical world.

, “3Several clay tablets and prisms

- containing the list of their kings have
been found in the ruins

of Mesopotamia.
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The Sumerian King List

LY

~The list of Sumerian kKings is
- divided into two groups.

,, =3 The first group is composed
of those who ruled before a

great flood.

. 3The second group is composed
of those who ruled after it.
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' An Ancient Flood Story




1THE FLOOD

|An Ancient Flood Story

~/Accounts of a massive flood are
- found in many cultures.

2The Gilgamesh Epic (the saga
of an ancient Babylonian king,
Gilgamesh) includes an expanded
flood story on Tablet 11, similar to
the flood story in Genesis 6-9.
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1THE FLOOD

|An Anment Flood Story

~The ,Igamesh Epic includes a hero
~ who is told to build a ship.

%He is instructed to take every kind of
animal along.

<3 The hero also uses birds to check
If the water had receded.
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1THE FLOOD

|An Ancient Flood Story

X s of the Epic and other
L e‘o stories have been found in
g e Near East.

=The popularity of the flood theme
- argues for its historicity and
supports the flood of Noah'’s time.
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\Ur, Hometown of Abraham




THE PATRIARCHS

S e\ HURRIANS
(5 o (e : %~ ASSYRIA
_.o ur tlmes in SEVRS
1 ! ; ,’J L"‘s,*BAB"l’LﬂHIA.
the Bible as =38 s
"~ the hometown

« V8
~ " of Abraham.

It was occupled an
from the 4th mlllennlum BC




THE PATRIARCHS

on since the 1800s.
3The famous Royal Tombs at Ur

(c. 2500 BC) reveal gold and silver

—J- %  objects of great beauty.

). B =Finds show that Abraham’s ancestral
(- home had been a powerful city-state
before it fell.







THE PATRIARCHS

‘Ur Hometown of Abraham

,Ad‘ 's decllne and fall came
- during Abraham’s time, perhaps

. archaeology has provided another

clue as to why Abraham'’s father

relocated his family to Haran.

(Genesis 11:31; 15:7; Nehemiah 9:7;
Acts 7:2-4)




\Beni Hasan Tomb Painting




THE PATRIARCHS

§ atlng close to the time
“of Abraham, shows a caravan of
people from Palestine carrying
merchandise for trade in Egypt.

,. 7 =They carried eye paint to sell
(- and armed themselves with
bows and spears.




THE PATRIARCHS

> omb painting, with words and
plctures on it, shows how Old
Testament people from the time
of Abraham and Sarah looked,
how they dressed, their hair styles,
and even a musical instrument of

the day (lyre).




1THE PAT RIARCHS

s

kg & Pa -reaf ’thé Beni Hasan tomb palntlng
e "! \c_.-_-_' 0! ngSemmc people from Canaan.

Py
S e

I -




THE PATRIARCHS

armaments
avallable to

Abraham
(Genesis 14).




The Law Code of Hammurapi




THE PATRIARCHS

‘ The Law Code of Hammurapi

“This black diorite stele (a carved
- upright stone slab) was

- commissioned around 1750 BC

by Hammurapi (Hammurabi),

king of Babylon.

e : g é -
.1 =lt contains about 300 laws.
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was taken
\ as loot in
- the 12th

century BC. A\./4%
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THE PATRIARCHS

ré written, are remarkably similar to
those found iIn Exodus, Leviticus,
and Deuteronomy.

- 2 This indicates that a "common law”
existed in the ancient Near East.
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‘ The Law Code of Hammurapi

,xample lex talionis (“a
~ eye for an eye”) is found in both
" the law code of Hammurapi and
In Exodus 21:24.

~ <Unlike Hammurapi's law, the biblical
law is between God
and His people.
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THE PATRIARCHS

Boghazkoy, Hittite Capital

< Alth ugh Hittites are mentioned

ften in the Old Testament, almost
nothlng was known about them
until modern times.

- ©0ne hundred years ago, critics
thought the Hittites were an
imaginary people made up by
the biblical authors.




THE PATRIARCHS

P N
&eht Hittites’ large capital city
> been d;scovered about 90 miles

‘a An kara, Turkey. s T i
TV The Hittite’s e T

__E7  rule extended

to Syria

and Lebanon.










THE PATRIARCHS

 supported the biblical record.

= The find also helps explain the
language, history and literature
of people who appear in the
Old Testament and ruled in the
2nd millennium BC.
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THE PATRIARCHS
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THE PATRIARCHS

Nuzi Tablets

rng between 1500-1401 Bc,
b many of these tablets, with
. cuneiform writing on them, reveal
customs and stories very S|m||ar to
those found in Genesis 15-31,
such as marriage, adopting an
heir, surrogate motherhood, and
inheritance.




THE PATRIARCHS
Nuzi Tablets

cause culture changed very
slowly In the ancient Near East, the
tablets help explain some of the
common practices and background
which are found in earlier biblical
events of the patriarchal period
(2000-1500 BC).




Haran, Home of the Patriarchs
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THE PATRIARCHS

St e moon god as their main deity.

<3 Terah, father of Abraham, worshiped
“other gods” (Joshua 24:2) and
moved his family from Ur,
In southern Mesopotamia
(Iraq today), to Haran in the
north (Genesis 11:27-31).
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sHamn

~ today, and has R
been found to 7] "

 stand atop the \m {:
ancient one . 3
from the Old Testament period.




THE PATRIARCHS

- Abraham’s great-grandfather and
grandfather, Serug and Nahor, as

P> mentioned in Genesis 11:22-26.

. &7 3Haran was the father of Lot

[ Ye (Genesis 11:27).
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THE PATRIARCHS

Shechem

~8It was a city of refuge for anyone
who unintentionally caused death
A (Joshua 20).
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_ Shechem

S “tglcally placed
~in the central

hill country.

It controlled all the
roads in the area,
but its location made Q!
the city vulnerable to attack
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THE PATRIARCHS

Shechem

- walls made of large megalithic
stones and the city gate system.

- - = The most important find is a
[ " fortress-temple of Baal from the
story of Abimelech (Judges 9:46).
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\ Shechem

~ People could find refuge in the
temple from enemies.
A N

3 <3 Before Abimelech, Abraham and
Jacob built altars to God in the area

=%  of Shechem (Genesis 12, 33).

. B 3After the Exodus, the Israelites
(- renewed their covenant with God at
Shechem (Joshua 24).




THE PATRIARCHS

Shechem

~In the 10th century Bc, King

~ Jeroboam | fortified the city and
ade it the capitol of the kingdom

of Israel (1 Kings 12:25).

- 3Shechem’s vulnerability to
attack may be one reason the
capitol was moved shortly after
Jeroboam | died.
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THE PROMISED LLAND

 Pithom and Raamses.

2y ccordlng to Exodus 1, the Hebrews

‘were slaves in the Egyptlan cities of
Pithom and Raamses before the

Exodus.
3 The Egyptians forced the Hebrews

to make bricks, both with and
without straw (Exodus 1:14a ; 5:7-19).
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~ Qantir (Tell el-Dab’a).

Pithom was within
the Wadi Tumilat,
a natural corridor in
and out of Egypt, but Nl
its exact location is not yet settled

L 3




THE PROMISED LLAND

1m

“30ngoing excavations at Tell el-Dab’a
(Raamses) have revealed a
prosperous ancient city with many
monuments, temples, and buildings.

<3 Tell el-Retaba is thought to be the
most probable location of Pithom, but
sufficient excavation has not been
done at the site.
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THE PROMISED LLAND

Horned Altars

e

3The Old Testament speaks of

A

‘horned incense altars at least
20 times.

3 This find shows how horned altars
were shaped.

<3 The Bible tells how they were used.
<30ne was in the Tabernacle.
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Horned Altars

3The Lord told Moses to make an
‘acacia-wood horned altar five cubits
long, five cubits broad, and three
cubits high with the horns of it at the
four corners and overlaid with brass

(Exodus 27:2; 1 Kings 1:50).
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orned Altars

SExce vatlons have
(0 rned up some

~ excellent examples NI ¢
~ of horned altars. el T

<3Horned altars made
of stone have been
found at places like

Dan and Beersheba.
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THE PROMISED LLAND

Merneptah Stele
5The Merneptah (Merenptah) Stele is

also called The Israel Stele.

<3 The hieroglyphic text of the stele
made in Egypt describes the
victories of Pharaoh Merneptah
around 1230 Bc over the Libyans
and people of Palestine.
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erneptah Stele

37 he Merneptah Stele stands more

than seven feet high.

<1t contains the earliest extrabiblical
mention of the name “Israel” thus far
known.

<3 The Egyptian pharaoh brags of a
victory over Israel around 1230 BcC.
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THE PROMISED LLAND

Merneptah Stele

“3Although this battle between Egypt
and Israel iIs not mentioned in the
Old Testament, the stele does
show that the Israelites were In
fact living in the Promised Land at
that time, and that their entrance
Into the land had already taken
place by 1230 BcC.



The Oldest Picture of Israelites
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THE PROMISED LLAND

‘The Oldest Picture of Israelites

3In Egypt on a long wall of the great
Karnak Temple, Is a recently
identified scene of the aftermath of a
battle between the Egyptians and
Israelites dating to about 1209 BcC.




THE PROMISED LLAND

- *ﬂ{illq.,‘ (“.
I g

Robias



THE PROMISED LLAND

m me St

' -d/ /’{'a

The drawing (above) of the carved
scene shows possibly the Israelites
vanquished by the armies of Pharaoh
Merneptah. Scene 4 of the Karnak
Temple relief, Thebes (Luxor).
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‘The Oldest Picture of Israelites

arved about 200 years after
the time of Moses and Joshua,
this battle scene is by far the earliest
picture of Israelites
ever discovered.
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R ?_i

‘The Oldest Picture of Israelites

—
= This same event is also told of on
the Merneptah Stele.

31t shows that the Exodus had taken
place and the Israelites were living
in the Promised Land by 1200 BcC.







THE PROMISED LLAND

Jericho

2 The biblical importance of Jericho is
underscored by the fact that it is

——

referred to more than 50 times in the
Old Testament.

3 Perhaps the most significant
references are those in Joshua 6.




THE PROMISED LLAND

Jericho

os-'hua 6 tells of the Israelite
- conquest of the city, their first victory
In the Promised Land.

o

< Archaeology has shown where the
city once stood, and that it guarded
the key spot for entering into the
Promised Land from the east.
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Jericho

(Graat Sea)
' CANAAN, 2. d

| Stone Age
(Neolithic).
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Jericho

here’s debate over whether
Joshua’s wall of Jericho has

e

been found.

3Massive erosion has removed much
of the remains of that period, and
mud bricks could easily erode away
over the centuries.
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Jericho

e

A tower found in the Jericho ruins

A

‘dates back before Abraham’s time.

=3 The tower is made from stones
obtained when the surrounding moat
was Cut.

<31t was connected to a mudbrick wall.







" The Philistines
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earliest known record of the

TSR I m—

- carved on the
wall of an
Egyptian
temple at
Thebes (Luxor)
around
1175-1150 BC.
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L |

‘The Philistines

h|||st|nes are mentioned over 200
tlmes In the Old Testament.

23This temple record shows when the
main wave of Philistines tried to
invade Egypt.
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THE PROMISED LLAND

The Philistines

3From Samson (Judges 14-16) to

- David (1 Samuel 17), the Israelites
battled constantly against the
Philistines for control of much of the

Promised Land.

‘ i

<3 This record depicts the dress and
armor the Philistines might have worn
as they interacted with the Israelites.
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The Sea Peoples’ boat (right side of picture)
being defeated by the Egyptians.
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THE PROMISED LLAND

. . 'ﬁé‘Old Testament
£ - repeatedly refers to
- gods and goddesses,
~ like Baal and Ashtaroth
- (Asherah or Astarte),
which were worshiped
by the Canaanites
living among the
Israelites in the
Promised Land.

Astarte
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‘ Canaanite Gods and Goddesses

he' prophets of Israel strongly
warned God’s people not to worship
these false gods in Numbers 25,

1 Kings 11, Jeremiah 23,
and Hosea 13.
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tablets among
the ruins of the
ancient city of
Ugarit, in
modern Syria.

ARABIAN
DESERT
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‘ Canaanite Gods and Goddesses

3These finds reveal many details

P

- about the Canaanite religion.

= I'hey help us better understand how
prevalent idol worship was in
Israelite cities and show the
challenge for the children of Israel to
worship the one true God.
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Dan (Laish)

3The city of Dan was originally a

A

‘Canaanite stronghold that was

e

conquered by the tribe of Dan
(Judges 18).

3Dan has more artifacts of biblical
significance than almost any other
city found so far.
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.

Dan (Laish)

CCbrding to Judges 20:1, Israel’'s

i

‘northern boundary was the city

D ‘!'—' L

of Dan.

=3 The book of Judges tells us that the
children of Dan destroyed a
Canaanite city by sword and fire and
built their own city.
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Dan (Laish)

B he Israelites named the city Dan
“and set up graven images.

= I'he High Place where Jeroboam |
erected a gold calf has been found
in Dan (1 Kings 12:28-31).
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Dan (Laish)

S Excavations show that the large
~ and well-fortified g
Canaanite city e
was destroyed
around 1150 Bc,
~ after which the city ¥
was rebuilt, with ¥
Israelite artifacts founo

aran

thereafter.
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THE PROMISED LLAND

“Megiddo is on a hill beside a wide
plain, a strategic location for many

battles.

2 Although Joshua defeated the
armies of Megiddo’s Canaanite king
(Joshua 12:21), the Israelites failed
to conquer the city then.
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‘ Megiddo (Armageddon)

'ot 'untll the time of David or
" Solomon did Megiddo come under
Israelite control.

23 The gate found at Megiddo was
like those associated with
Solomon’s reign.
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‘ Meglddo (Armageddon)

. olomon made Megiddo a fortress

Jﬁ‘

C|ty In the 900s BC (1 Kings 4:12; 9:15).

<Later, in 609 BC , King Josiah
of Judah was Kkilled in a battle
against the Egyptians on the

plain beside Megiddo

(2 Kings 23:29, 2 Chronicles 35:22).
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‘ Meglddo (Armageddon)

evelatlon 16:16 refers to Megiddo
(called Armageddon) as the place
where the army of Christ battles the
forces of Satan in the end times.
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\ Megiddo (Armageddon)

J _Iaf!l,, Teveal
InS Of 3 StrOng HITTITES

FERTILE r"FEES{}EMT

p OSperous
Canaanite city
under ruins of a
heavily fortified
Israelite city with
a strong city gate.
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Ashkelon, Philistine Seaport




THE PROMISED LLAND

'Ashkelon, Philistine Seaport

'he Israelites did not conquer
~Ashkelon (Judges 1:18-19).

3Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it in 604
BC as predicted by Jeremiah.
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‘Ashkelon Philistine Seaport

'he' prophets Amos, Jeremiah,
Zephanlah and Zechariah all
pronounced condemnation upon the

city of Ashkelon

(Amos 1:6-8, Jeremiah 25:15-20 and 47:5-7,
Zephaniah 2:4-7, Zechariah 9:5).
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‘Ashkelon Philistine Seaport

- since 1985 have

- discovered the
Iarge (about
150 acres) and
heavily fortified
city of Ashkelon.
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‘Ashkelon Philistine Seaport

2 small bul figurine was found,
Lllustratlng pagan worship.

< There Is evidence that Ashkelon
was a major seaport that traded with
other Mediterranean nations.
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\* N{elon was one of five major cities of
. ‘the Philistines (Josh. 13:3 and 1 Sam. 6:17).
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‘Gezer, Gift to King Solomon

B ""‘" L)

3Gezer did not become an Israelite
city during the conquest and
settlement of the Promised Land

(Joshua 16:10; Judges 1:29).

<3 The Egyptian Pharaoh destroyed the
city and its Canaanite inhabitants.
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‘Gezer, Gift to King Solomon

53 fter destroying the city, the
Pharaoh gave it as a wedding gift
when Solomon married his daughter

(1 Kings 9:15-17).

<3 The wedding gift shows that Egypt
was pulling out of Palestine and
considered Solomon stronger.
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"

‘Gezer Gift to King Solomon

"F'H

B olomon later rebuilt Gezer as an
Israelite stronghold.

The similarity of Gezer's gateway to
those found at Megiddo and Hazor
iIndicates they were all built by
Solomon.
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|Gezer Glft to King Solomon

it
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THE PROMISED LLAND

o). ccordlng to the Old Testament,
Shiloh was an important early
sanctuary in the Promised Land.

<3 The Tent of Meeting (part of the
Tabernacle) and the Ark of the
Covenant resided at Shiloh after
Joshua’s conquest (Joshua 18 and
1 Samuel 1-4).
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Samuel 4 tells of Israel moving the
ark from Shiloh to a battlefield,
hoping it would protect them from
the Philistines, but the Philistines
captured the ark in battle.

<JArchaeological evidence indicates
that sometime later the Philistines
destroyed Shiloh.
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W ||Oh has found CANAAN gm,,;%

~ an Israelite city R S
~ from Joshua’s time i
and evidence of
subsequent
destruction by fire.




\ Ashdod, Where Dagon Fell
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‘ Ashdod, Where Dagon Fell

*v’% 1 Samuel 5 the Philistines brought
the Ark of the Covenant to Ashdod
after they captured it in battle.

< After placing the Ark in the temple of
Dagon (the chief Philistine god), the
statue of Dagon fell and broke into
pieces and the people of the city
became infested with tumors.



THE PROMISED LLAND

‘ Ashdod Where Dagon Fell

e | hey eventually sent the Ark back
to Israel.

3Some three centuries later the
prophet Amos received this word
from the Lord, “I will cut off the
iInhabitants from Ashdod . . . and the
remnant of the Philistines shall
perish . ..” (Amos 1:8).
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-\ Robe” was often
=« identified as the
. Philistine god
Dagon, 9th century
+ BC, found in Assyria
<& Inthe 1800s. The

- true appearance of
Dagon Is uncertain.
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BA rchaeologlcal work between

Jﬁ‘

1962-1969 yielded much new
Information about Ashdod.

“3No temple of Dagon has been
found, but an open area where there
had once been a temple

has surfaced.
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‘ Ashdod, Where Dagon Fell

‘ rchaeologlsts have found that the

h|||st|ne culture had begun to fade

away In the city during the 700s BC
as Amos prophesied.




\ Beth Shemesh




THE PROMISED LLAND
Beth Shemesh

‘ to 1 Samuel 6:12-15,
:the Philistines returned the captured
Ark of the Covenant to
the Israelites at Beth Shemesh.
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Beth Shemesh

atér, about 940 Bc, Pharaoh

=i

~ Shishak of Egypt invaded and

destroyed several cities in the
foothills region (2 Chron. 12:2-4).

3Also, discoveries of massive
fortifications and a water supply
show Solomon’s building activity
in the city.
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B
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- Beth Shemesh
~ have yielded both
~ Philistine and
Israelite artifacts,

as well as evidence e
of its destruction
as described in 2 Chra
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HITTITES
FERTILE CRESCENT

of fiery destruction
of Hazor, the
major city of the
north during the  Ss&=
Conquest, possibly (
by the forces of Joshua (Joshua 11).
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“9The rebuilding and fortification by

A

‘Solomon parallels what he did at

Megiddo and Hazor.

“3Hazor's distinctive gates were
found to be nearly identical to gates
of those cities.
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iInding that Hazor occupied about
200 acres, far larger than a normal
city in that day, provides reason for
the Bible calling it “the head.”

<3 The city’s king, Jabin, rallied the
Kingdoms Iin the north against the
Israelites. Yet the forces of Joshua
prevailed (Joshua 11).
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\ Pool at Gibeon
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i Pool at Gibeon

‘1“5/"'” o

LB S'amuel 2:13 and Jeremiah 41:12
vtz - speak of a great water pool

{47, at Gibeon.

:3775’-"*‘_'%"'&‘-5%) 3 The find verifies the location of

' the pool at Gibeon and shows the

a2 s”/ /v great effort taken to have a secure

u_a;,_,f-;.;..fs.f-/ source of water.
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Pool at Gibeon

'mtact.

The pool was s .
discovered In Kadesarea
Gibeon, six miles
north of Jerusalem, around 1956.
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i Pool at Gibeon

LT .

,a—*jf\fs,w?f-"_ il he pool goes down 80 feet.

DR %The original diggers removed 3000

{2/ tons of limestone.

:'fi‘:/f{"ﬁ‘f*f’) 3A tunnel runs under the city to an
outside spring.

i < This Internal water supply was

., important in case of siege.







\ Gibeah, King Saul’s Capital
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.’f‘h "f;,,w ﬁ R e e el
*f;'fj,,l—. ‘Glbeah King Saul’s Capital
I

* ;‘f‘*“ﬁ ;f.f \:i:f : |beah was the principal town of the

g{:..\fb-‘-{.@\';; trlbe of Benjamin (Judges 19:11-14).
i //’p 31t was also Saul's home.

,-‘f': A . . .
’*/ ) “3He eventually made it his capitol
A "7 (1 Sam. 10:26; 11:4; and 15:34)
AN ﬁf\/ / /A"

San %Finding Gibeah so close to Jebusite
o J_’_ - Jerusalem indicates that Saul never
i/ 17 fully controlled the land.
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\Gibeah, King Saul’s Capital

—
. have identified

247w, Gibeah with the
iyt ancient ruins on

BaEﬁsh;ba

AMALEK

2 as Tel el-Ful, T—
\»wac..  about three miles
APz north of Jerusalem.
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gﬁh e ﬁ ——m M Mmm m - m -
;:;?;'fj# - ‘Gibeah, King Saul’s Capital
ST —
hjrwfu-,,fi;-j \ xcavations have shown that the
07ty site of Gibeah was inhabited about
1) /4t/ 1100 BC, the time of King Saul.

f-':*,:)*-“’:féff?-rfej 2 Saul’s fortress-palace was
e-ﬂyfw'-.ff_: /= found here.

A8 ‘% 3It was small and modest compared
:rcﬂ;;-r.m.f-/ with the later palaces of David

\
/ / - ]
{747 and Solomon.
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5 ¥t ' Canaanltes
{ d possibly
Phlllstlnes
occupied - AM;
Beth Shean from T
the time of the lra bt

judges until after Saul.
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Vi gf,{wﬁ

#% |  BethShean

ffm-ipéi_ “Beth Shean was a city within the
,\Hf*\/ ﬁbal allotment of Manasseh

i /{’,u/ - (Joshua 17:11).

e 3However, the Israelites did not
/272 conquer Beth Shean (Judges 1:27), and
“+a7 22 the Philistines eventually

Tt ook it.

“"ﬂ-
=
D
i
.
A
4
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;v;ﬁ;w ﬁ VS sSSPy
i Beth Shean

r’”’)/“”r i =5 R

.u.jm;-,é;.-_ =] ater King Saul and his armies

DIRA fought the Philistines on Mt. Gilboa.
{2/ 3King Saul and his sons (all but one)
2 died in the battle.

"7/~ 3The Philistines hung the bodies of
~ /27 King Saul and his sons from the
7 walls of Beth Shean (1 samuel 31:10)
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tell (hill) in the background.
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| King David’s Jerusalem

Beer-sheba E;T;A:d
much of the - it

4
/Ij '\ AMALEK EDOM
/.

- uncovered

. buried remains ados e
w5 of David’s city
~of Jerusalem.
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.'Fh ’f},;w f;;f I T
*f’d;'fj,; | King David’s Jerusalem
T,u. \A §
4 jrwmf;; 3/ rchaeologlsts have uncovered
gg\fg;-{_w;\f;;f ~eV|dence of David’'s conquest and a
() /4*/ palace that may have belonged to
Lty King David himself.

/72 3The most important find has been

P s”/ % that the Siloam spring was guarded
Vi) o4 by towers.
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Ty \ Klng David’s Jerusalem

ﬁ\f},ﬁ;{_@\;ﬁ .of 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles, King
o7 /{,t David conquered Jerusalem and made
:,;17_/1,1.,;‘:{,'-3,{;5) it the capitol of Israel.

../,  was known about the city of that time
¢, until excavations were done.
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v \; | HITTITES
- - FERTILE CRESCENT

ok, IOl Testament site
1ty of the city of Dan
- in 1993 and 1994
ooy found three pieces N
\wae  ofaninscribed
‘... stone referring to Davia.

*SBethlehem
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‘The House of David Inscription

F

S o5 -.\_he House of David Inscription is
ADRAY also called the Tel Dan Inscription.

".‘a-'?i«*"f’_ff:“y' = 0riginally part of a victory pillar of a
%444 neighboring king of Damascus
~“yvy- - (possibly Hazael), the stone has

A i”/ /’y  been dated to two or three centuries
44 after David’s time.
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gﬁ"'l ‘!}ﬂw f;;f

:*”d;'f;# . ‘The House of David Inscription
7 "“U" T

L BIK ~It mentions a “king of Israel,”
DB _possibly Joram son of Ahab, and a
/7=, King of the "House of David,”
Lty possibly Ahaziah of Judah.

/77~ 3This inscription is a very important
A i”/ 2y find because it is the first reference
1744 to King David found outside of

“y7-  the Bible.
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tween 1969-1976 |
covered the

AMALEK

strong defensive i
walls and a massive
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ersheba was found to have a large well,

~ long storehouses, and private residences
hich date to the 1st millennium Bc.
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i"'* A{‘ﬂw ﬁ

s | ~ Beersheba

*:w ) /*’“v"*
* j‘f‘“"i*‘ .f,f. \:éf- eersheba eventually became
DDA lsrael’s key fortress city in the south
(- .;y--g,;-ty, during the period of King Solomon (1
Lt Kings 4:25).

/77~ 3Finding the strong walls and gate

“+4/ 224 supports the biblical account of
4+ Beersheba after the time of David.
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,5?1 ’if,;"*q
T
o) /”v"* —
,,w.jfw (K- \ here is dispute about the

Vi l"\/ - authenticity of the inscription.
{277 3According to 1 Kings 10:18 and
)t 2 Chronicles 9:17, King Solomon
g.f-yf-_x};;_,;fri “made a great throne of ivory, and
“447 20 overlaid it with the best gold”
“iaes (1 Kings 10:18).

‘ Ivory Ornaments and Objects




\ The Gezer Calendar

Back

Menu



, "«
[ -G;—:-zer |-JEI‘|¢hD

¥, _'b,let contains a =

~ school memorization 3 ons
- drill—a short poem _ Baceinte im;;-g
about the agricultural AMALEK EDOM
seasons in biblical T

Palestine.
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Qertaln tasks were done during the
agricultural year.

<1t shows literacy in the 10th
century BC.




\House of Yahweh Ostracon




e e 45,

SAb T

;*1 #, = This find appears to be a receipt

fﬂ'é-}}_'{; A W‘F a donation of three shekels of silver to
7 f’/*‘/ the House of Yahweh

YLty (Solomon’s Temple).

)0 3 This ostracon (writing on a piece of

»«  pottery) is 4 inches wide and 3'/2 inches

- tall.

<3 The location of the find is unknown.
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,ﬁh ’f},;w ﬁ e R e e e

*:F;'f;*, : House of Yahweh Ostracon

A AT By

sﬁxiuff :e:'. scholars date it between 835

DB " and 796 Bc, some 130 years after
{0 the Temple was built.

)4 3This extremely important find is
/272 the oldest mention of Solomon’s
24477 Temple that has been found
V944 outside the Bible.
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' Tomb of the Hezir Family
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;5"“1 ifﬂwq - —
’; ;;f“ \Tomb of the Hezir Family
BRIz

;ujfxf;wé-‘_ “In an elaborate tomb complex
“H,\/ ﬁt iInto the wall of Jerusalem’s
:2) /49 ~ Kidron Valley is a Hebrew
Liteoge - Inscription identifying the
w2« burial cave as belonging to

suny s the descendants of Hezir.
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,5?1 ’if,ﬁ’*q
T
) /*’v"‘ _
f‘,'“““i“f’:"f. =4 he names of three generations of
DN prlestly Hezir family members also
{2/, appear in the inscription.

)4 3This verifies the existence of this
gy, priestly family mentioned in

“44/ 221 Chronicles 24:15 and

44 Nehemiah 10:20.

Tomb of the Hezir Family
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A ’isﬁ*ﬁ

!H;g .A’*"'

&) /*fff? -
hjrw-fé;-; ater in Nehemiah 10, another
gg\fg;-{wgl\f;;] ",~pr|est named Hezir (p033|bly a
./, descendant of the former Hezir) is
ity listed as one of the priests who
A2 signed a covenant to keep God's
sny0  Law in the restored Temple

w5, around 450 BC.

Tomb of the Hezir Family
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The Obellsk of Shalmaneser
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. B *4 It shows the biblical Jehu, king of
. lsrael kneeling -
~ " down and bringing
- tribute to the
Assyrian King,
Shalmaneser.
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S;,f T E Lawrence and Sir Leonard Woolley

\h standing beside a Hittite slab found during
5_"‘. - excavations at Carchemish, Syria
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THE EXILE

hfuins of ancient Babylon,
 capitol of

the Babylonian &
Kingdom, cover e

2000-3000
acres in lraq,
56 miles south

of Baghdad.
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o TN A S
: gﬂ;{f—%iThe Ishtar Gate
— e o ~F%  was constructed
—— - - in about 575 BC by
~—— order of King
Nebuchadnezzar
Il on the north
side of the city.

This relief shows
the Gate’s blue
glazed tiles.
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Babylon

'byrlonian ruins include one of many
- ziggurats (stepped towers) from the

_ area.

F..f-aqr-: <3Later finds include ruins of the palace
‘=== of King Nebuchadnezzar.

| . < The palace of King Nebuchadnezzar
i L was the site of Belshazzar's feast in
Daniel 5.
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Babylon

e i

% SJeremiah wrote that the Lord would
- make Babylon desolate forever
(Jeremiah 25:12; 51).

3 The present ruins also echo the
prophecy of Isaiah 13:19-20.




' The Cyrus Cylinder
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ound at ancient Babylon and

dates to 539 BC. §
3t tells of King -

= Cyrus of Persia’s g&3
—~ (Iran area today) &
.. conquest of
Babylon.
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The Cyrus Cylinder

o 1‘ also tells of King Cyrus’s decree to
let captives held by Babylon return
to their lands and restore their

F..,f.,,ﬂr.: temples.

--l—--'-.-i-—-_a-.-

=== 3King Cyrus also made a similar

""-f ®
I-F-"" -'-_:.-ﬁ.- -

~— decree that the Jews, carried away

- gt i P

LB captive to Babylon, could return
to Jerusalem.
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The Cyrus Cylinder

3 Cyrus sent the Jews back to their

- homeland after many years of exile
in Babylon as Isaiah prophesied
(2 Chron. 36:23; Ezra 1; |s. 44:28).
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The Cyrus Cylinder

7 3This “return home™ decree was one
ﬁmany Issued by Cyrus.
.. 8Though not mentioning Judah, it

confirms that this was Cyrus’s policy

and gives credibility to the biblical
record.
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THE EXILE

usa’s ruins
have been
excavated by
several teams
during the
last century.

sEchatana

3located in |
‘gmodern Iran, -
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7
he most impressive find has been

ﬁe remains of the elegant royal
palace built mainly by Darius
(522-486 BC).

3 The book of Esther is set In
Susa later.




4



THE EXILE

"y

usa (“Shushan” in Hebrew) was
~one of three royal cities during the
reign of King Cyrus of Persia.

== Xerxes and Artaxerxes carried on
=== the building of the palace complex.

- 3Daniel saw a vision in Susa
b (Daniel 8:2, c. 551 BC).

¢

—_
o
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umber of beautiful

‘and 7 i

aborate stone
ﬁumns were
found at Susa,
including
this inscribed
silver bowl! of
Artaxerxes |
SeTis (c. 464-424 Bo),
son of King Xerxes.
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.y

5 ueen Esther (c. 478 BC) was
“married to King Ahasuerus
(Xerxes |) and saved the Jews.

S Artaxerxes sent Ezra and Nehemiah

to rebuild Jerusalem
(Ez. 7:14-21; Neh. 13:5-8).




The Dead Sea Scrolls
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2 i 'he Dead Sea Scrolls are actually
hundreds of scrolls and scraps that

date between 300 Bc and AD 70.

-~ <3About one-third of the scrolls
contain copies of portions of Old
... Testament books (every book
LIESTEL but Esther).
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..-crolls was

o =]
Shecham™

- d iscovered in 1947 e
~ in caves in the S
- Qumran area near =SS Co
= - the Dead Sea, TR
~~ about seven miles

south of Jericho.
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Some of the
scrolls were
found in jars.
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‘The Dead Sea Scrolls

3These copies of Old Testament
books are over 1000 years older
“than most of the manuscripts
scholars previously had available for
study and translation.
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The Dead Sea Scrolls

x hen the scrolls were compared
~with the oldest Masoretic text, on
which most modern translations are
based, only insignificant differences
were found.

= . 2 Therefore we can be confident that
LTSS our current translations are faithful
to the original.
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The Church of the Nativity
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'The Church of the Nat|V|ty

ey 4 1308 _- hew 2:1-8, Luke 2:4-15, and
A "i* © John 7:42 all |dent|fy Bethlehem as
...} the place of Jesus’ birth.

4. Because Joseph and Mary could
find no room at the village inn,
the newborn Jesus was laid in a
manger (animal feedbox).




THE LIFE OF JESUS

—

=3 ‘Ith@‘s been assumed that the birth of
- Jesus took place in a stable.

v{Th_e church marks the place that
~ Christians throughout history
identified as Jesus’ birthplace.

~ Archaeology and tradition combine in
this instance to lend both accuracy
and insight to the Gospel accounts.
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use Qf caves as
ammal stables in

~ the Holy Land ha
- been a common
- practice from very

ancient times. '
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1THE LLIFE OF JESUS

qe===. | Nazareth

. . Little would be known about the
Y. .4 - town where Mary received the

i
= e

... ¥ angelic news that she would give
M L Dbirth to Christ, and where Jesus
~grew up, if it were not for the

Christian holy places and
archaeology.
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Nazareth '

.-J RN Y £ B
}N’azareth is a bustllng
"f"?"&.' f“ ,e' A -Jewish city :
Tae! ] buljt afop and
~ around the
| - ancient village,
g;;fglo'cated in the
- southern hills of
lower Galilee.
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.gtf  Nazareth

liay A | Ex avations in and around the church
{ = <1 " have turned up silos, olive oil
,presses foundations of houses, and
"many artifacts from Christ’s time.

~The nearby Church of St. Gabriel
stands over the city’'s ancient well,
and the well is still fed by fresh
spring water.




Bethsaida
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. & '9‘

iy O Be{(ﬁsalda was the birthplace of

""'  Peter, Andrew, and Philip, and is
-} mentioned in the Gospels more than

~any other city except Capernaum

and Jerusalem.

~ Jesus pronounced a “woe”
(condemnation) upon the city in
Matthew 11:21 and Luke 10:13.
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.I.?_h -

% Mar of the anc:lent harbor C|ty of
| saida has -
f beerr recovered

- since 1 087 after
several seasons

of archaeologlcal
“work.

& It has finally been -
placed accurately on biblical maps
as a result.
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' Cana
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s-ho,__j that the
ruins. at Khirbet
Qana were a
V|Ilage during the

tlme of Christ.

%Its ruins are located about nine
miles north of Nazareth.
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L; S -;The House Church at Capernaum

Ghu,_ch bwldlng
at Capernaum
’_—‘-.elri 1968,
- archaeologists
- found that the s
- building had been placed over a
house from the time of Jesus.
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ﬁ Words were found scratched on the waIIs
- of the house indicating that the early
- Christians believed the house had been
that of the apostle Simon Peter.
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TR i RE a‘ T PR,
iy A *j%‘fl’wg*f.éﬁther possible locations were
Lo 24 thought to be Gadara or Gerasa
.1 (Mark 5:1-13; Luke 8:26-39) but both
4“1 are located far from the

Sea of Galilee or any steep place.

~ The ruins of the El-Kursi
monastery probably mark the
location of Gergesa.




~ Jacob’s Well Near Sychar
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1 wh_:;__' archaeologlsts have identified

4 as the ancient

1 north-south

- road near

- Mount Gerizim,
In the eastern
part of Nablus.
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Jencho
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JLLE L dthe Great was king when
e b f.“' Jesus was born (Matthew 2:1-12).
- Jericho was the city where Jesus

4 encountered Zacchaeus, a tax
~ collector (Luke 19:2-10).

- Jericho is also the setting of Jesus'

story of “The Good Samaritan”
(Luke 10:30-37).
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o E
_e"fUms of Herod the Great s

f palace at Jericho reveal that it

m_’.;%lyés buﬂt in the flnest Roman style.

%‘VA OS
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‘The Pool of Bethesda
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~ The ruins of what
- was the Pool

of Bethesda.
Portions of the
five porticos
(roofs supported
by columns)
mentioned in the
Gospel story have
been found and
can be seen by
visitors today.
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" Bethany









1THE LLIFE OF JESUS

; ;’-—,":_-i;zl_,;} %fl\ 'jge grew around the
L. -4 first-century AD tombs that
‘once comprised

Bethany s cemetery.

_%Smce early Christian
- times, one tomb has
been said to be
that of Lazarus.
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,}" bqi :‘f‘over the tomb of Lazarus, with
-4 steps leading down into the tomb.

L Today visitors can still visit

- that ancient tomb and reflect

on the great miracle Jesus
performed there.
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Lﬁ“’*"’”‘“ | The Pontius Pilate Inscription

. oy
~ - AP e SN

e _i_ %1# B?Erchaeologlsts working at
24 the ruins of Caesarea Maritima, in
Isr:ael found a
.-:stone slab
~ bearing the name
~of Pontius Pilate,
who was involved
In the trial of Jesus.







1THE LLIFE OF JESUS

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

?' ‘The Pontius Pilate Inscription

Limy & ‘Thks*ls the oldest appearance of
1 Pilate’s name to be found, and it

5 :dates to the time of Jesus.

. Luke 3:1 says: “Now in the fifteenth
year of the reign of Tiberias Caesar,
Pontius Pilate being governor of
Judea, and Herod being tetrarch
of Galilee...”




'Caiphas’s Family Tomb
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3:7 Calphas s Family Tomb

1 g@go builders accidentally
| uncovered a first-century AD burial
. cave south of Jerusalem.

. Later, archaeologists investigated
and found several stone boxes
(called ossuaries) that contained
human bones.
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The ossuary of Caiaphas, the priest
who brought Jesus to trial. Ossuaries
were used to store the bones of several
generations of family members.
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——
'Insltrde the stone boxes were the
- bones of two infants, a child, a

R ‘_tee_nager a woman, and a man.

=4 One box had the name “Caiaphas”
on it. The man’'s bones may be
those of Caiaphas, the priest who
brought Jesus to trial, mentioned in
Matthew 26:57 and John 18:13, 14.
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‘Thks*fmd shows gruesome evidence
- of how the Romans crucified people.

& Luke 23:33 NIV says, “When they

. came to the place called the Skull,
there they crucified him [Jesus],
along with the criminals—one on his
right, the other on his left.”




Rolling Stone Tombs
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~RoII|ng Stone Tombs |

At*géve‘ral places in modern Israel
N b - there are examples of the type of
s I _tomb in which Jesus’ body was

 placed after the Crucifixion.

~Mostly cut into the sides of hills,
each used a large circular stone to
cover the entrance.
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o

jias & 'Insltrde the tomb is a central room,

N ' . called an antechamber, and as
~..§ many as six to eight burial shafts.

4 After the bodies decayed, the bones
would be removed from each shaft
and placed in a covered stone box

(called an ossuary) in the central
room.







Jesus’ Burial Place
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gy & 3 l‘I'wzﬁg*d|1°ferent places in Jerusalem
* have been suggested as the site of
B S :the_ tomb from which Jesus arose.

.~ Most archaeologists believe that the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, built

around AD 340, stands over the site

of the tomb.
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. ‘Thg?other proposed site for the
1 tomb is the Garden Tomb, or
. “Gordon’s Calvary.”

g ;%Archaeology in the Garden Tomb

area has turned up tombs of the
type used during Old Testament
times, with some having been
reused between AD 400-600.
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3‘:‘ Jesus Burial Place

iy & f E-v@‘ence from both locations may
24 shed new light on the search for this
.. 1 all-important Christian site.
i  Matthew 27:57-60, Mark 15:45-46,
Luke 23:50-53, and John 19:38-42
refer to the tomb of Joseph

of Arimathea.
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i ;,
- LI . S | ...".'.Lftr'.?"--,_ 2
8 BN WS : ""--;.5
£ The James ossuary was on display at the
Royal Ontario Museum from November 15,

2002 to January 5, 2003.
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(11 0 "leestone'Ossu'ary of James

P patlna (a film that develops over
A LLARLS ___centurles on stone) in the incisions
—=«v Of the inscriptions chemically
====3 matches the patina elsewhere on
" the ossuary.
»  The history of this ossuary is in
. debate, as is its authenticity.

iars disagree about whether the
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anately carved sarcophagus
toxbe the tomb of Klng Herod.
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The Galilee boat,
similar to those
used by Jesus

and his disciples.
(Matthew 8:23;

Mark 1; 3-6; 8;

Luke 5; 8; John 6:22)
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Caesarea Philippi

Af{ ge palace was found which
s . ma ches Josephus’s descriptions of
LIL1%01  that of Herod Agrippa ll, a

~+ descendant of Herod the Great.

- Herod Agrippa |l was the governor
of Galilee before whom Paul gave a
defense of his faith (see Acts 26:2-29).
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Caesarea on the Sea
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Al Caesarea on the Sea
bak 'é}ea was also the home of

 the Roman governors, such as
Pontlus Pilate.

" The city began as Herod's dream and
grew into Roman Palestine’s major

. port and governmental center.

»#  King Herod Agrippa | was smitten of

. God in this amphitheater (Acts 12:23).
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@ ThIS mscrlptlon on the mosaic floors
consecrates the church to God Jesus Christ.
The name of Jesus is identified as being
sacred by a line place above it.
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Sepphons

0 1S ’le@use Sepphoris was very near
707 - Nazareth, it is possible that Joseph
ALLILLY _and the young Jesus could have

==+ Worked on building projects there.

=== |t was also the chief residence of
' Herod Antipas, who played a role
In Jesus' trial in Jerusalem.
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THE TEMPLE & JERUSALEM

& Praetorium & Herod’s Palace '

oy %Eight passages in the

New Testament refer to a place
~In Jerusalem called in Greek
~“the Praetorium.”

)
= =t is where Jesus was brought

~ before Pontius Pilate (Matthew
27:27; Mark 15:16; John 18:28-33).
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0 Praetorlum & Herod’s Palace

LA ~81n ghose passages “Praetorium” has
' ~ been translated as:

~““The palace courtyard”

4 <"The headquarters”

= <“The governor’'s headquarters”

| <"Pilate’s headquarters”

“"Herod’s headquarters”

““The place of the imperial guard”
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& '_ Praetorium & Herod’s Palace '

-3 4 -ISince about AD 1100, some
B  pavement north of the Temple

¥ % Mount has been pointed out as
S . the Praetorium.

& U 3Archaeologists have found,

‘&  however, that it dates to about a
century after Jesus’ and Paul’s time.




THE TEMPLE & JERUSALEM

F. |deﬁtlfled some Herodian walls,
- foundations and pavement near the
~ present Jaffa Gate.

| “2These finds conform to ancient
A+ descriptions of the Praetorium.
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Herod’s Temple

.3 A “Beginning in 1968 excavations
i -~ commenced in the area of the south
retaining wall of the Temple Mount

~In Jerusalem.

~ 2The work has uncovered much of
this part of the Temple as it was in
Jesus’ day, including the southern
gates and steps leading up to them.
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“Place of Trumpeting”

L ~81n %@69 excavators removed debris
' " from the southwest corner of the

| :retalnlng wall of the ancient Temple
~In Jerusalem.

| %They found a rectangular capstone
A~ from one of the Temple towers.
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= - “Place of Trumpeting”

e A %“I’hgr place of trumpeting” on the
- stone refers to the place where the
priests blew trumpets announcing
the beginnings of holy festivals
= (Psalm 81:3 and Joel 2:15).
e A *, “This rare find brings to life the
~#4%  Temple rituals of Jesus’ day.
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Temple "~ Temple Sundial

-y %‘Dupng excavations around
Jerusalem’s Temple Mount in 1972,

~_excavators found a limestone

- sundial in a pile of debiris.

= 3The pile of debris bears testimony to
- the Roman destruction of the
Temple in AD 70.
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Temple Sundial

-3 A “Archaeologists discovered that the
* R -~ notches cut into the face of the
sundial were carefully calibrated to
tell the time and seasons based on
= the sun’s movement in Jerusalem.
M 8. SCarved on its back is a seven-
" %4 branched menorah (candelabra),
like the large one in the Temple.
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' Warning to Gentiles

S : %1n 1871 a stone slab containing
" Greek writing surfaced in Jerusalem.

N 31n 1938 a similar slab was found just
‘ - north of the Temple Mount.

=~ 3Both translate, “No gentile may enter

- within this Temple barrier! Anyone
caught will be responsible for his own
death.”
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= .ﬁ_ Warnlng to Gentiles

-y %Acgordmg to Josephus, a Jewish

~ writer of the first century, these

- warnings were hung on a low wall
that divided the public square of the
‘Temple from the sacred inner

courtyard that was accessible only
to Jews.
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s

F s

- %one-'-élab with Greek writing gives warning that
“  Gentiles should not enter the Temple.

~ (In Acts 21:27-29 the Jews accused Paul

o of bringing Greeks into the Temple.)
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| ' Warning to Gentiles

e %‘These rare finds from the Temple of
* ~ Jesus’ day shed light on the Temple
regulations and enrich our
~understanding of the importance of
Ephesians 2:14, “For he [Jesus] Is
our peace, who has made us both
one, and has broken down the
dividing wall of hostility.”
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Holy of Holies

O ‘M %‘Thgtrenches conform precisely to
the dimensions of the walls of the
Holy of Holies (the most sacred

~ portion), as described in ancient

= Jewish writings.

8, 3The Holy of Holies is mentioned in
w7 Hebrews 6:19, 9:3-11, 10:20.
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Holy of Holies

- %Fmdlng the trenches that match the
- dimensions of the walls of the Holy
of Holies could well provide the
location of the events recorded in
Mark 15:38 and Luke 23:45 (the vell
of the Temple was torn in two from
top to bottom when Jesus died).
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The Arch of Titus

% %’Beyween Christ’s resurrection and

~ the time when Christianity was

- spreading throughout the

~ Mediterranean world, a cataclysmic
event occurred—the Roman army,
under General Titus, invaded
Jerusalem.
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The Arch of Titus

P O ey

L %E)n%’fhe ninth of Av (a Jewish

i - calendar month corresponding
- to June) in AD 70, the army

.+ destroyed both the city and

& i .

- the Temple, carrying away the
sacred Temple items.

“2See Mark 13:2; Luke 2:16.
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_ "|_tus in the ancient Forum (public
v %™ square) of Rome, is a scene

% 4 of Roman soldiers on
| " parade carrying the
sacred items looted
from the Temple in
Jerusalem in AD 70.
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£ 3Located in Syria, modern Damascus
| covers most of the ancient city today.

3Limited excavations have revealed
some of the city’s Roman gates,
arches, and even the remains of “the
street called Straight,” where Saul
4 1L  stayed during his sojourn in the city
Moo SERTAGIS O )
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ﬁl #
44
i

%Damascus IS first mentioned in
| Genesis 14:15.

3Damascus is also the site of the
conversion and early witness of
Saul (Paul, Acts 9:1-25).

<3 Saul stayed at a home located on the
{ ! + main east-west road, near the heart
= ofthe city.
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5 The Politarch Inscriptions

1% 3Because the Greek term “politarchs”
| could not be found in existing
ancient literature outside
of the New Testament, some critics
argued that Luke must have been

mistaken in his use of the term
In Acts 17:6.
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5 The Politarch Inscriptions

1% 3Thirty-two inscriptions have been
| found that have the term
“politarchs” (“city authorities”),
and nineteen of them come
from Thessalonica.

3 At least three inscriptions date
from Paul’s time, showing that Luke
was quite correct in this detaill.
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The Aeropagus at Athens
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Since early Christian times, a hill in
the heart of Athens, immediately west
of the Acropolis, has been referred to

as the Areopagus (Mars Hill).
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5 The Aeropagus at Athens

19 3Acts 17:19-34 gives the account of
| Paul’s presentation of the Gospel
before the Athenian administrative
council, known as the Areopagus.

3 The term “Areopagus” is Greek for
“Hill of Ares (or Mars).”

{ ! + =3The council seems to have taken its
= name from the place where they met.
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5 The Aeropagus at Athens

%Archaeological investigations have
| located two terraces linked by steps
on the hill.

23 The upper terrace has a long rock-
cut bench designed for seating
many persons.
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5 The Gallio Inscription

%Archaeologlsts found a stone
| inscription at Delphi, in Greece.

3 The inscription mentions a Roman
governor (proconsul) named Gallio
of the province of Achaia.
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5 The Gallio Inscription

19 3Gallio is the same governor referred
| to in Acts 18:12.

<3 The date on this inscription allows
Bible scholars to know almost
exactly when the Apostle Paul
was ministering to early Christians in
Corinth.




\ The Bema at Corinth
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5 The Bema at Corinth

30ne of the most Important New
| Testament archaeological finds from

J 11

Corinth is the city’s "Bema.”

23 The Bema is a platform where
officials addressed the public.
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 The wall at right is the platform on which
the Bema was built. Spectators stood
o about 7.5 feet below on stone pavement.
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5 The Bema at Corinth

£ 3In AD 51 the Apostle Paul was
' brought before the Roman governor
Gallio at this platform in Corinth

(Acts 18:12-17).
<3 The Bema was discovered in 1935.

<3 The identity of the Bema is certain
because of seven pieces of an
inscription found nearby.
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{3 %Archaeology has recovered
| much of the city of Ephesus
from Paul’'s day.

=3 This large city was the place the
Apostle Paul stayed the longest
during his missionary journeys (Acts
18:19-21 and 19:1-41).
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3The letter to the Ephesians was
| written to the believers at Ephesus
by Paul.

3 The temple of Artemis, one of
the seven wonders of the ancient
world, has been located.







' The Erastus Inscription’
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5 The Erastus Inscription

1% 3Writing from Corinth, the Apostle
| Paul passed along greetings from
several Corinthian believers,
including Erastus, the city treasurer
or chamberlain (Romans 16:23).
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PAUL'S MINISTRY

5 The Erastus Inscription

3In 1929 archaeologists found a
| paving stone near the theater of
Corinth in Greece.

3 T'he stone contains Erastus’s name,
and notes that he was indeed a
Roman public official there.




_1 nm ...,_-__r...”...i____..._._r._r.. " ..mﬂpiﬁ.
L - L .llli & - -
> b ¥ e o mq. 4
..‘l‘ ¥ ......__ .__.l_w] o ;
\ . “ {Jl. 4%‘ &
||._._ t.-- r
- g ™ -._1_-_

_—
Wt




PAUL'S MINISTRY

5 The Erastus Inscription

£ 3This find verifies Erastus’s existence
| as a public official in Corinth just as
the Bible says.
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EARLY CHRISTIANITY
Antioch

%Acks >I1 and 14 recount the work of
- Paul and Barnabas in Antioch

- helping to build a Christian
~community made up of people from
‘a wide variety of backgrounds.
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EARLY CHRISTIANITY

Antioch

f jEEX’g}avations have shown that
- Antioch was a large Roman city
in Paul’s day covered today by
Py~ the Turkish city of Antakya.
(& “Artifacts found in Antioch (in
" Turkey today) reveal that the city
had a population that was diverse
racially and ethnically.
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EARLY CHRISTIANITY

%These finds help to explain why the
%"  establishment of the strong body of
“#F"  Dbelievers at Antioch played such a
&  vital role in the future spread of
Christianity throughout the entire
Mediterranean region.
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Philippi

%Lec‘ated in northeast Greece,
~ Philippi is where Paul preached his
~ first sermon on European soil, and
- won a convert in Lydia, “a seller of
purple” (see Acts 16:12-14).

- “Paul wrote a letter to the Philippians.
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EARLY CHRISTIANITY
Philippi

jﬁArfhéng the ruins at Philippi are
oA ~ numerous carved shrines to various

Greco-Roman and eastern gods and
- goddesses.

- =0n top of the city’s acropolis
(highest hill) are the remains

of ramparts (defensive walls) and
a theater.
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;,,,_:-h Thessalonica

"’5—4- d}'i%
TR A ".':t"'

%Lacated about 115 miles southwest
~ of Philippi, along the ancient

Roman highway known as the

~Via Egnatia, lies the city of
i Thessalonica.
4" “Paul visited Thessalonica, preaching
| three times in the synagogue. (Acts
17:1-10)
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“””i"i’f 5 “Thessalonica

8Pau| was subsequently expelled
~ from the Thessalonica.

‘ % %Stlll, he persisted in planting a
% church, and eventually wrote two
epistles to the Christians there.

| ~ Thessalonica went on to become an
Important center of early Christianity,
with several churches.
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EARLY CHRISTIANITY

L. i

& =1 |“God Fearers” Inscriptions

Qib\tthe ancient sites of Aphrodisias
. and Miletus in modern Turkey,
scholars have discovered two

Inscriptions carved in marble.

2 Each inscription contains the term
~ “theosebeis” (“God Fearers”) with
reference to a group identified by
outsiders as being a part of the Jews.
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EARLY CHRISTIANITY

4,,,,':‘,’ “God Fearers” Inscrlptlons

~$‘Th|s term IS much the same as what

" isfound in Acts 13:16 and Acts 17
where the meaning has puzzled

- scholars for a long time.

< The inscriptions show that the God
" Fearers likely were non-Jews who
believed in the God of Israel.






Seven Churches of Revelation

Back

Menu



EARLY CHRISTIANITY

Seven Churches

81n Revelatlon 1:11 John is instructed
" by the Lord to send messages to
seven churches in the Roman

province of Asia, located in western
Turkey today.

-~ Those churches were in Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia, and Laodicea.
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EARLY CHRISTIANITY

' ﬁ'.:‘

Seven Churches

%Ar(;haeologlcal excavations have
' now been carried out at all seven
~ancient cities.

~2The work at Ephesus, Smyrna,
Pergamum, and Sardis in particular
has been very extensive.
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ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS

sty
L | The Dead Sea Scrolls

Beal 3 These copies of Old Testament
nERe?y - books are over 1000 years older
gaes:  than most of the manuscripts

scholars previously had available for
study and translation.
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ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS

sty
L | The Dead Sea Scrolls

BeRee S These finds, including both entire
LRy - ancient scrolls and scraps of
Baee:  them, were found mostly in caves

along the northwest shore of the
Dead Sea.

3In 1947 shepherds found the first

o mzp mm.\*hnw'

'W"’“f‘“‘“’"“fﬁ* seven scrolls stuffed in ancient
pottery jars in a cave.
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ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS

4y | The Dead Sea Scrolls

o %Practlcally all of the Dead Sea
B2 - scrolls are written in Hebrew
g s and Aramaic.

e Among them are the oldest copies
yet found of almost all of the books
of the Old Testament.
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The Dead Sea Scrolls

3 They date from between about
300 BC to AD 70.

<3Also of special significance are
the non-biblical documents, which
reveal much about the varied nature
of Judaism during the
time between the Old and
New Testament periods.



Earliest New Testament Copy

Back

Menu



ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS

Vile Yok hiwpq

~ B8 New Testament Copy

.ﬂl" "‘ﬂ‘l.jr' 1404 n"]‘.ll' M

‘i

B <31n 1920 a British traveler in

SRRl - Egypt acquired a small fragment
of papyrus.

3Scholars discovered that
the writing on it was from the
Gospel of John.
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Vil Yok hiwpq

~ B8 New Testament Copy

.'-'ll-‘ AT 004 n‘m‘: N f

Mlela 3 The fragment was part of a codex

A1 D35 41

PRI (1 dated AD 125.

<3 The papyrus codex was likely
copied within a generation of the
original book of John itself.
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An illustration of
the John Rylands
Papyrus, the oldest
New Testament
fragment yet found.
The

words on it are
from John 18:31-
33, 37-38.
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D
L 4 Oldest Copy of John

i %In 1956 the world learned of the

ey - existence of a copy of the Gospel

g e of John that had been penned in
| Greek on papyrus AD 150-200.

<3About two-thirds of the text has
survived, making it the oldest

o mzp mm.\*hnw'

wm&w remaining copy.
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! 5 ‘ Oldest Copy of John

%Swnss iIndustrialist M. Martin Bodmer

A1 215 410y

LEZLAEY - purchased it in Egypt and later gave
B e it to a museum.

R TR RV TR

23 This early copy has proved
invaluable to Bible scholars and

“ossey  translators in helping to reconstruct
wiia  the most accurate Greek text
' possible of the Gospel of John.
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‘lg*:.f {:w hihe p:
e 8| Oldest Complete Copy

o an 1844 New Testament scholar

Ty - Konstantin von Tischendorf

B s discovered the oldest surviving copy
of the New Testament.

3He found it among the books
belonging to a monastery that has

o mzp mm.\*hnw'

W’i“i‘“‘*ﬂi’ﬂf_fj*t stood at the foot of Mount Sinai
i since ancient times.
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e
g Oldest Complete Copy

st ~3Known today as Codex Sinaiticus,
ey this New. Testament was written on
e . parchment around Abp 350.

B 3 This text is also known by the name
“Aleph,” the Hebrew letter “A.”

23 The other early key Greek text is

o mzp mm.\*hnw'

wﬂ—w‘mg_=11 Codex Vaticanus, also known as “B.”
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‘f-,;'-' Oldest Complete Copy

3When new Bible versions refer to
‘most reliable texts,” they are
referring to "A” and "B.”

3 Codex Sinaiticus has proved vital
to scholars and translators In
verifying the accuracy with which the
New Testament has been
reproduced across the ages.
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Drawing of parchment codex made from
fine quality skins of sheep or goats.
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References to Jesus

e  -SFlavius Josephus, Jewish

narary - historian, wrote Antiquities (AD 93),

gass:  which mentions both Jesus and
his brothers.

<3 Tacitus wrote Annals between
AD 115-117, which mentions Jesus’

o mzp mm.\*hnw'

W”’“f‘“‘“’"“{_ff" execution by Pilate.
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5: References to Jesus

About this time arose Jesus, a wise man.
For he was a doer of marvelous deeds,
and a teacher of men who gladly receive
the truth. And when Plilate...had
condemned him to the cross, those who
had loved him at first did not cease to do
So. And even to this day the race of
Christians, who are named from him, has
not died out. —Antiquities
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5: References to Jesus

Christus, from whom the name
[Christians] had its origin, suffered

the extreme penalty during the reign

of Tiberias at the hand of one of our
procurators, Pontius Pilate, and a
deadly superstition, thus checked for the
moment, again broke out not only in
Judaea, the first source of the evil, but
also in the City.... —Annals
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