





IN SOME OFTHE M OST
UNEXPECTED PLACES WE ARE
CONFRONTED BY A RE VIVALOF
THE OLD TRIBALPRACTICES OF
BODY SCARFICATION, BOD Y
PIERCING AND BODY

M UTILATION.




NOSE RINGS, EYEBROW RINGS, BE LY
RINGS, TONGUE STUDS, M ULTIPLE

E ARRINGS, NIPPLE RINGS, TATTOOS
AND OTHERDISFIGUREMENTS ARE

MORE THAN AN IDENTIFABLE




SUB=CULTURE - ITIS ALLP ART
OF AN AGGRESSIVE FASHION
STATEM ENT WHICH IS

CHALENGING THE CHRIS AN

CHURCH.




"Do not cut your bodies ... or put tattoo
marks on yourselves. | am the Lord. *
LEvincus 19:28




UNFORTUNATELY, M OST
CHURCH LEADERS HAVE
REM AINED SILENTON THIS
PRACTICE, EVEN WHILE
SOME YOUTH LEADERS
AND BIBLE C OUE GE
STUDENTS ARE GIVING
THEM SELVES OVERTO

BODY M ODIFICATION.




"Priests mustnotshave
their heads ... or cut their
bodies. They mustbe holy to
their God and mustnot
profane the Name of their
God ... they are to be holy."

LEvincus €1:5 - 6



As CHRSTIANS, WE ARE
CAUED TO BE HOLY, SET
AP ART AND DIFFERENTFROM
THE WORD, CONSECRATED

TO GOD.




‘EVERYBODY'S DOING IT

IS HARDLY AN ARGUMENT
TO USTIFY C HRIS TAN

INVOLVEMENT.

PHOTO/INKFARM



THEY VERY FACTTHATP AGANS
PRACTICE BODY PIERCING
SHOUID BE A COMPELING
ENOUGH ARGUMENT AGAINST
CHRSTIANS BEING

CONFORM ED TO THE WORD.

Brent Moffatt broke the world record
for most piercings by sticking hundreds
of surgical needles through his legs and
torso in Winnipeg, January 15, 2003.
Moffatt broke the previous Guinness
record of 200 piercings in about one
and one-half hours and planned to stop
at 1000 piercings.
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"But you are a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you
may declare the praises of
Him who called you out of
darkness into His wonderful
’ig‘ht.” 1 PEER2:D



THE SCRPTURES ARE CLE ARTHAT
WE MUSTTREATOURBODIES WITH
RESPECT, THEY ARE NOTOUROWN
TO DO WITH AS WE WISH. THEY
BELWONG TO GOD, WHO M ADE
THEM AND WHO PURCHASED

™HEM WITH His OWN BLOOD.




OURBODIES ARE TO BE
TEMPLES OFTHE HoLY SPIRT.
WE ARE TO GLORFY GoOoD WITH

OURBODIES.

—




"Do you not know that
your bodies are members
of Christ Hims elf? ... Do
you not know that your
body is a temple of the
Holy S pirit, Who is in you,
whom you have received
from God? You are not
your own; you were
bought with a price.
Therefore honour God w:th
your bOdy. 1 CORNTIANS 6:15,19 - 20




ON THE OTHERHAND, THE
BIBLE RECORDS HOW
PAGANS ABUSED THEIR

BODIES.




THE FAISE PROPHETS OF

BAAL"SIASHE]
HEMSEIVES WITH SWORD S
AND SPEARS, AS WAS THEIR

CUSTOM UNTLTHEIRBIOOD
AOWED. o kwes 18:28).




THE DEM ON POSSESSED M AN OFG AD ARA CUT
HIM SELWF WITH STONES AND RAN AROUND NAKED

(MArk $:5). ITWAS THE CUSTOM OF THE

ISHM AEUTE M EN TO WEARGOLD EARRINGS.
(JUDGEsS 8:24).




BiIBUCALWLY, A PIERCED E ARIS A
PUBLUC INDICATION OF

PERM ANENTSLAVERY. WHEN
T™HE HEBREWS WERE LED OUTOF

SLAVERY IN EGcYPTBY MOSES,

meEy Were urcep "AKE O THE
GOID EARRINGS ... 50 AILTHE
PEOPIE TOOK OF THEIREARRINGS
... THESE ARE YOURGODS, U
[SRAEL " Exovous 32:1-3




AFFERGOD SPOKE TO JACOB,
HE INSTRUCTED HIS HOUSEHOL
TO GETRD OF THEIRID OLlS AND
PURFY THEM SELVES. ALONG
WITH THEIRSTONE IDOLS, THEY

BURED THEIRE ARRINGS.




50 JACOB SAID 0 HIS
HOUSEHOID AND T0 AILWHO
WERE WITH HIM, ‘Get rid of
the foreign gods you have
with you, and purify
yourselves and change
your clothes’... so they
gave | acob all the foreign
gods they had and the
rings in their ears, and

J acob buried them.”
GENEsSIs 35:2




THIS HAS ALWAYS
BEEN THE RESPONSE OF
PAGAN PEOPLE WHEN
THE Y'VE EM BRACED

T™HE GOSPELOFCHRST.







FROM PAPAU NEW GUINEA TO
THE AM AZON JdNGLE, P AGAN
TRBES ENGAGE IN BODY
SCARFICATION, E ARRINGS, NOSE
RINGS, TONGUE STUDS, M ULTIPLE
PIERCINGS AND TATT00S. ONCE

CONVERIED TO CHRST, HOWE VER,

THESE TRRBES ABANDON AL THESE

BODY M ODIFICATION PRACTICES.



“FEARTE LORD YOURG 0D, SERVE
HiM ONLY ... D0 NOTRIHOW OTHER
GODS, THE 6ODS OF HE PEOPIES
AROUND YOU; DR TE LORD YOUR
Gob .. ISA EAIDUS GoD AND HIS
ANGERWIILBURN AGAINSTYOU ... DO
NOTTESTHE LOR) ... BE SURE D
KEEP THE COMMANDS OF THE L.ORD
YOURG 0D AND THE STIPUIATONS AND DECREES HE
HAS GIVEN YOU. ) 0 WHATIS RGHTAND G0OOD IN THE
LORD'S SIGHT SO THATITMAY GO WEILWITH YOU ...
IN THE FUTURE, WHEN YOURSONS ASKS YOU,




‘WHATIS THE MEANING OF HE STIPUIATONS,
DECREES AND IAWS THE LORD YOURG 0D HAS
COMMANDED YOU? ‘We were slaves of
Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord brought
us out of Egypt with a mighty hand ..."

DEUTERONOM Y G:1 3 - 21






"You, my brothers,
were called to be free.
Butdo notuse your
freedom to indulge the
sinful nature, rather
serve one another in

love." G ALATIANS 5:13




T &

use your freedom as a cover
up for evil.”

1 PETEEREZ:16

"It is for freedom that Christ
has set us free. Stand firm,
then, and do not let yourselves
be burdened again by a yoke of
slavery.” G AtamANS 5:1



IFSOMETHING IS

PRE VALENT AND
ACCEPTED IN THE
WORID , TH AT ALONE
SHOULWD BE A

COM PELWING

ARGUM ENT AGAINST
CHRSTIANS ADOPTING
THEIRFASHIONS AND

FADS.




WE ARE CAULED TO BE
DIFFERENT. WE ARE TO

HONOURGOD WITH OUR

BODIES.




‘THERERORE, [ URGE YOU, BROTHERS,

INVIEWOFGO0D'S MERCY, T offer

your bodies as living F"
sacrifices, holy and pleasing

to God - WHICH IS YOURSPIRTUAL

WORSHIP. Do not conform any

longer to the patterns of this

world, BUTBE TBANSFORMED BY THE

RENEWING OFYOURMIND. THEN YOU

WILBE ABIE T0 TESTAND APPROVE

WHATG 0D 'S WIILIS — HIS GooD,

PIEASING AND PERECTWIIL "

Rom ANs 12:1 - 2




OURBODIES M ATIER THEY ARE TO
BE PRESENTED TO GOD AS HOLY
OFFERINGS = IN A WAY THAT
PLEASES GobD. WE ARE NOTTO
FOUOW THE EXAM PLE OF THE

P AGANS.




M AKING HOLES IN OUR |
BODIES IS HARD LY

RESPECTING THEM AS
TEMPLES OF THE HolLy

SPIRT




PERM ANENTY
DISFIGURING OUR
BODIES IS BLATANT
REBELWON TO OUR
C RE ATOR AND

REDEEMER




"Dear friends, l urge you,
as aliens and strangers in
the world, to abs tain from
sinful desires, which war

against your soul.”

1 PETEREZ:11



Bride of Satan







P ARTOF THE BIiBUCAL

DESCRPTION OFA HAROTIS

mat "SHE DECKED
HERSEIF WITH RINGS AND
EWEIRY ... BUTME SHE
FORGOT DECIARES THE
LORD. Hosea 2:13)




"For in his own eyes he flatters
himself too much to detect or
hate his sin."

Psam 36:2

"Let us examine our ways and
test them, and let us return to

the Lord."

LAM ENTATIONS 3:HO



TO DRAW ATIEENTION TO
OURSELVES WITH THESE
EXCESSIVE FASHION
STATEM ENTS IS HARDLY IN
KEEPING WITH THE BIBUCAL
COMM ANDS TO BE HUM BILE

AND M ODEST(PrOVERSS 21 :H;
1 TMmomHY2: 9 =-10).




"Your beauty should
not come from
outward adornment...
instead itshould be
that of your innerself, '
the unfading beauty of | '
a gentle and quiet L
s pirit.”

1 PETER3: 3 -4



THE PRESENTOBSESSION
OFM ANY WITH BODY

M ODIFICATION IS A RE VIVAL
OF TRBAUSM . ITINVOLVES
A PAINRILINITIATION RTE,
WHICH PRODUCES AN
IDENTIFICATION WITH A
CERTAIN TRBE, CLAN OR

SUB-CULTURE.




THE KACIPO PEOPILE IN
SUDAN STRETCH THEIRLOWER
UPS TO ITA SAUCER-SIZED
POTIERY AND

THEY STRETCH THEIRE AR
LOBES TO CRE ATE HUGE HOILES

AND LONG E AROBES.




AM ONGSTTHE NUBA TRBES
IN SUDAN, M ULTIPLE

E ARRINGS, NOSE RINGS,
BODY SCARFICATION AND
BODY PAINTING ARE

PRE VALENT.




THE D INKA AND NUER
TRIBES IN SUD AN ARE
EASILY IDENTIFIABLE BY
THE PATIEERN OF SCARS
ACROSS THEIR

FOREHE ADS.




AM ONGSTTE HINDUS - NOSE
STUDS, BELLY RINGS, TOE RINGS,
TONGUE STUDS AND EYEBROW

RINGS ARE COM M ON.




TATTO0OS AM ONGSTTHE AM AZON
TRBES IDENTIFY THE VAROUS

MEMBERS OF A GIVEN TRBE.




IN PAPAU NEW GUINE A, ALL
KINDS OFBODY SCARFCATON,
TATTOOS AND BODY M UTILATION
DISTINGUISH THE VAROUS

TRIBES.




THE HISTORY OF VAROUS
TYPES OFBODY

M ODIFICATION HAS
EVIDENCE FOUND ALWOVER
THE WORD WHERE VER
ANIM ISM AND SPIRTISM

HAS BEEN THE REUGION.




- ~ ;5_; . [
PRIM I1'|VE msg?-!ﬁ(

AFRICA AND SOoum™ AM ERICA THERE HAVE BEE,AU.\

M ANNEROFADJ.IS'I’M ENTS TO 'I'HE BODY TO SIGNIFY
IDENTITY WITH A CERTAIN GROUP AND CE RTAIN

GODS/APIRTS.



AM ONG THE TRBES IN BORNEO,
TATTOOING IS M AINLY ASSOCIATED WITH
HEAD HUNTING (A VISIBLE SIGN OF
SUCCESS) FORMEN AND THE COM ING
OF AGE OF WOMEN -IN SOME CASES
ITSYM BOUZES THEIRSOCIALS TATUS.
T ATTOOS ARE PARTOF THE "RITES OF
PASS AGE' AND NEXTTO BLACKENED
TEETH AND LONG E AR-LOBE S, INTRICATE
TATTOOS ON FINGERS, HAND S, LOWER
ARM S, THIGHS, CALVES, AND FEET
SERVED AS IM PORTANTELEMENTS OF

BEAUTY FORWOM EN.




A PAGAN VIEW ON THE
SUB.ECT "A TATIO0O IS A
COMPLEX SIGNIFER IT
SIGNALS CLASS; ITSIGNALS
SE XU AUTY; AND ITHAS
SPECIFIC CONTENTAS A
SIGNIFER A DEPICTION OF
AN ANIM AL, A PERSON, AN
ABS TRACT TRIB ALDESIGN.
THE M OSTUSUALM OTIFS
ARE SIGNIFIERS OFPOWER

AND M ASCULNITY...




BUTWwWHATTHE TATIOO
SIGNAILS ABOVE ALLIS THE
POWERONE SEIZES OVER
ONE’'S OWN BODY... TO BE
BRANDED OR TATIOOED
SHOWS AISO THAT YOU
HAVE THE REQUISITE GUTS

TO0 OIN THE GROUP.




ITIS NOTTHE M OST
EXTREME ORPAINRIL
FORM OF INITIATION, BUT
ITSERVES AS A SIGN OF
PAIN AND HENCE OF

RESOLWTION."” (CRSPEN

S ARTWE LL)




T ATTOOING IS OFTEN A
M AGICALRTE IN THE

M ORE TRAD ITION AL
CULTURES, AND THE
TATIOOISTIS RESPECTED
AS A PRESTOR

SHAM AN.'" (MicHEuUE D Euo,

TATT00: THE E XOTIC ARTOF

SKIN D ECORATION, P. 73)




“IN Fiug, FROM OS A, NEW
ZE ALAND AND IN CE RTAIN
OF THE NORTH AM E RIC AN
INDIAN TRIBES, TATTOOING
WAS REGARDED AS A
REUGIOUS CEREM ONY, AND
PERFORM ED BY PREESTS OR

PRESTESSES.” (RoNnAD

SCUT, ART, SEX AND SYMBOL,
1974, p. GH)




*THE ACTUALTATIOOING
PROCESS, WHICH
INVOLVED COM PLE X
RITU AL AND TABOOS,
COULD ONLY BE DONE BY
PRESTS AND WAS
ASSOCIATED WITH
BEUEFS WHICH WERE
SECRETS KNOWN ONLY TO
MEMBERS OF THE

PRESTWY CASTE. . .




HISTORCALLY TATTOOING HAD
ORGINATED IN CONNECTION WITH
ANCIENTRTES OF SCARFICATION AND
BLOODLE TTING WHICH WE RE
ASSOCIATED WITH REUGIOUS
PRACTICES INTENDED TO PUTTHE
HUM AN SOULIN HARM ONY WITH
SUPERNATURALFORCES AND ENSURE
CONTINUITY BETWEEN THIS UFE AND

TE NEXT.” (GUBERT, ST VE, TATIOO

HisTORY: A SOURCE Book, p. 158)




AND IN THE SAME WAY, EYEBROW |

RINGS, NOSE RINGS, M ULTIPLE

E ARRINGS, NIPPLE RINGS, BE LY
RINGS AND TONGUE STUDS
DISTINGUISH IDENTIFIABLE SUB-
CULTURES IN NEW YORK, LONDON,
P ARIS AND OTHER CAPITALS OF
WHATIS MEANTTO BE

CiIVIUZ ATION.



"The look on their faces
testifies against them;
they parade their sin like
Sodom; they do not hide
it. Woe to them! They
have brought dis as ter
upon themselves."

Is AlAH 3:9



THE INTERESTING THING IS THAT

WHILE SO M ANY WESTERNERS

RUSH INTO NEW AGE REUGIONS,
BODY PIERCING AND OCCULNSM, -y
M ANY M ILLONS IN THE TRBES . s - 'H--'
M ENTIONED IN AFICA, SOUTH & " 4
AM ERCA, ASIA AND THE P ACIRAC

ISLANDS, ARE BEING CONVERTED TO CHRIST AND

ARE AB ANDONING THE BODY PIERCING

PRACTICES OFTHEIRPAGAN PAST.



ITIS VERY CLE ARWHO ARE
CHRSTIANS AND WHO
ARE THE PAGANS IN THESE

MISSION FIEIWDS.

THE



THE P AGANS
WE AR UTNE OR
NO CLOTHING
AND THEY
ENGAGE IN A
VARETY OFBODY
S CARIFICATION,
BODY PIERCING

AND OR TATIOOS.




ON THE OTHERHAND, THE CHRSTIANS ARE

EASILY IDENTIFIABLE = THEY WEARCLOTHES AND
THEY DON'TENGAGE IN ANY BODY

M ODIFICATION.



| HAVE BEEN GRUGIRED WITH G HRSTAND [ NO
IONGERIVE BUTG HRSTIHVES IN ME. THE IIFE [
NOW IIVE IN THE BODY [ IVE BY FAITH IN THE
SONOFG oD WHO IDVED ME AND GAVE
HIMSEIFRORME. " G ALATIANS 2:20



OFCOURSE, SOME OWDER
PEOPLE WILSTIWLHAVE THE
SCARS AND THE HOLES -
TESTIM ONY OF THE P AGAN
PASTBEFORE THEY WERE
CONVERIED - BUTAL

E ARRINGS, EYEBROW RINGS,

NOSE RINGS AND SUCH UKE

HAVE BEEN REMOVED.



AND THEIRCHIIDREN ARE
FREE FROM THESE P AGAN
DISFIGUREMENTS. ITIS
UNHE ARD OFIN THESE
ARE AS FORCHRSTIANS TO
VOLWNTARILY PIERCE OR
TATTOO THEIRBODIES. IN

FACT, HEY ARE SHOCKED

WHEN WESTERN MEN VISIT
THEM WITH PONYTAILS AND

E ARRINGS.



You ARE ™E CHIIDREN OF THE LORD YOUR
G 0D. Do not cut yourselves ORSHAVE THE

RONTOFYOURHEADS FORTE DEAD, ORYOU
ARE A PEOPIE HOLY ™ TE LOR) YOURG 0D. "

DEUTERONOM Y 1 H:1 - 2



How THEN CAN WE EXPLAIN THE WIDESPRE AD
TOLE RATION AND EVEN PRACTICE OFBODY PIERCING
IN FARTOO M ANY CHRSTTAN CHURCHES AND E VEN

BIBLE COUEGES AND MINISTRIES IN THE WESsST?

TDONTYOU KNOW THATYOU
YOURSEIVES ARE GOD'S TEMPIE
AND THATG 0D'S SPIRTIVES IN
YoUu? [FANYONE DESTROYS
Gop'S EMPIE, GOD WIIL
DESTROY HIM: DRG 0D 'S TEMPIE
IS SACRED, AND YOU ARE THAT
EMPIE. 1)0 NOTDECEIVE
YOURSEIVES ... . 1 commias 3116~ 15




G ENE RALLY ITS TARTS OFF
BY ASSUM ING THATIF AN
E ARRING IS APPROPRATE
FORA WOM AN, THEN ITIS
APPROPRATE FORM EN

AS WELL SOME WOMEN
THEN REASONED THATIF
MEN WERE GOING TO

WE AR AN E ARRING, THEN

THEY WOULD WE AR

MULTNPLE E ARRINGS.



AND AS SO M ANY IN THE
WORWD ARE WE ARING NOSE
RINGS, EYEBROW RINGS,
BELLY RNGS, TONGUE STUDS,
ETC. THEN WHY SHOULIDN'T

WE ?




"You adulterous people, don’t you know
that friends hip with the world is hatred
towards God? Anyone who chooses to be

a friend of the world becomes an enemy
OfGOd." JAM Es H:4



i

As SOMANY CHRISTIANS HAVE IMM ERSED

THEM SELVES IN PAGAN M USIC, IMM ORALVIDEOS AND
WORDLY AM USEMENTS, ITSHOULWD NOTSURPRSE US
THATSO M ANY OFOURYOUTH ARE INDISTINGUISHABLE

FROM THEIRNON=-CHRSTIAN FRIENDS.



THE M IND -ROTTING, BRAIN -
NUMBING, SOUL-DESTROYING
TRASH THATFAUS THE E ARS,
EYES AND MINDS OFOUR
YOUTH SHOULWD BE SUFFICIENT
E XPLANATION FOR THE
BACKSUDDEN, IM M ORAL AND
UN-CHRSTIAN BEHAVIOUR,
WHICH NOW EVEN INCWDES
PROFESSING CHRISTIANS
DISFIGURING THEIRBODIES

WITH PAGAN PIERCINGS.




InNncrc > nMmoO Jodr 9] GOU UCJoOrcC uUicii CyQco.

Rom ANSs 3:18

ITIS TME FORYOUTH LEADERS AND PASTORS TO
STUDY WHATTHE SCRPTURE TEACHES ON THIS
SUB.ECTAND THEN TO BOWDLY, AND WITHOUT

COMPROMISE, PREACH ON THESE PASS AGES AND

BODIES TO REPENT. WE NEED TO

TAKE G oOoD's WORD SEROUSLY.




"Let us purify ourselves from
everything that contaminates body and
s pirit, perfecting holiness out of
reverence for God." 2 CoRNTHIANS 7:1

"May God Himself, the God of peace,
sanctify you through and through. May
your whole s pirit, soul and body be
kept blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus." 1 THESSAWNIANS 5:23
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Frontline Fellowship
PO Box 74

Newlands

7725

Cape Town

South Africa

E-mail: admin@frontline.org.za
Web: www.frontline.org.za
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	Body Piercing A Return to Paganism
	In some of the most unexpected places we are confronted by a revival of the old tribal practices of body scarification, body piercing and body mutilation.        
	Nose rings, eyebrow rings, belly rings, tongue studs, multiple earrings, nipple rings, tattoos and other disfigurements are more than an identifiable       
	sub-culture – it is all part of an aggressive fashion statement which is challenging the Christian Church. 
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	Unfortunately, most Church leaders have remained silent on this practice, even while some youth leaders and Bible College students are giving themselves over to body modification. 
	"Priests must not shave their heads … or cut their bodies. They must be holy to their God and must not profane the Name of their God ... they are to be holy."       Leviticus 21:5 – 6 
	As Christians, we are  called to be holy, set apart and different from the world, consecrated to God. 
	"Everybody’s doing it" is hardly an argument to justify Christian  involvement. 
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.”                        1 Peter 2:9 
	The Scriptures are clear that  we must treat our bodies with  respect, they are not our own  to do with as we wish. They  belong to God, who made  them and who purchased  them with His own blood.  
	Our bodies are to be temples of the Holy Spirit. We are to glorify God with our bodies.
	"Do you not know that  your bodies are members  of Christ Himself? … Do  you not know that your  body is a temple of the  Holy Spirit, Who is in you,  whom you have received  from God? You are not  your own; you were  bought with a price.  Therefore honour God with  your body." 1 Corinthians 6:15, 19 – 20 
	On the other hand, the Bible records how pagans abused their bodies.  
	The false prophets of Baal "slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom until their blood flowed." (1 Kings 18:28).  
	Slide 34
	Biblically, a pierced ear is a public indication of permanent slavery. When the Hebrews were led out of slavery in Egypt by Moses, they were urged "take off the gold earrings … so all the people took off their earrings … These are your gods, O Israel."  Exodus 32: 1-3 
	After God spoke to Jacob, he instructed his household to get rid of their idols and purify themselves. Along with their stone idols, they buried their earrings.
	"So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, ‘Get rid of the foreign gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes’ … so they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them." Genesis 35:2 
	This has always been the response of pagan people when they’ve embraced the Gospel of Christ. 
	Slide 39
	From Papau New Guinea to the Amazon jungle, pagan tribes engage in body scarification, earrings, nose rings, tongue studs, multiple piercings and tattoos. Once converted to Christ, however, these tribes abandon all these body modification practices.
	“Fear the Lord your God, serve  Him only … Do not follow other  gods, the gods of the peoples  around you; for the Lord your  God … is a jealous God and His  anger will burn against you … Do  not test the Lord … Be sure to  keep the commands of the Lord  your God and the stipulations and decrees He has given you. Do what is right and good in the Lord’s sight, so that it may go well with you … in the future, when your sons asks you,
	‘What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws the Lord your God has commanded you?’ ‘We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand …"     Deuteronomy 6:13 – 21 
	It is completely inappropriate for a Christian man to wear an earring – the mark of slavery. What may be appropriate for a woman is not necessarily appropriate for a man. What is practiced by the world is seldom acceptable for a Christian.  
	 "You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature, rather serve one another in love."    Galatians 5:13 
	 "Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover up for evil."                                                                                      1 Peter 2:16   "It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery."                      Galatians 5:1
	Slide 46
	 We are called to be different. We are to honour God with our                                 bodies. 
	"Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – which is your spiritual worship. Do not conform any longer to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will."      Romans 12: 1 – 2
	Our bodies matter. They are to be presented to God as holy offerings – in a way that pleases God. We are not to follow the example of the pagans. 
	Making holes in our bodies is hardly respecting them as temples of the Holy Spirit. 
	Permanently disfiguring our bodies is blatant rebellion to our Creator and  Redeemer.
	"Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul."      1 Peter 2:11  
	Slide 53
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	Part of the Biblical description of a harlot is that "she decked herself with rings and jewelry … but Me she forgot, declares the Lord." (Hosea 2:13) 
	"For in his own eyes he flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin."                                                       Psalm 36:2  "Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the Lord."                                              Lamentations 3:40 
	To draw attention to ourselves with these excessive fashion statements is hardly in keeping with the Biblical commands to be humble and modest (Proverbs 21:4; 1 Timothy 2: 9 - 10). 
	 "Your beauty should not come from outward adornment … instead it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit."                          1 Peter 3: 3 - 4 
	The present obsession of many with body modification is a revival of tribalism. It involves a painful initiation rite, which produces an identification with a certain tribe, clan or sub-culture. 
	The Kacipo people in Sudan stretch their lower lips to fit a saucer-sized pottery and  they stretch their ear lobes to create huge holes and long earlobes. 
	Amongst the Nuba tribes in Sudan, multiple earrings, nose rings, body scarification and body painting are prevalent.   
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	In Papau New Guinea, all kinds of body scarification, tattoos and body mutilation distinguish the various tribes.  
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	And in the same way, eyebrow rings, nose rings, multiple earrings, nipple rings, belly rings and tongue studs distinguish identifiable sub-cultures in New York, London, Paris and other capitals of what is meant to be civilization.
	"The look on their faces testifies against them; they parade their sin like Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to them! They  have brought disaster upon themselves."                                Isaiah 3:9 
	The interesting thing is that  while so many Westerners  rush into new age religions,  body piercing and occultism,  many millions in the tribes  mentioned in Africa, South  America, Asia and the Pacific  islands, are being converted to Christ and are abandoning the body piercing practices of their pagan past. 
	It is very clear who are the Christians and who are the pagans in these mission fields. 
	The pagans wear little or no clothing and they engage in a variety of body scarification, body piercing and/or tattoos.  
	On the other hand, the Christians are easily identifiable – they wear clothes and they don’t engage in any body modification.
	"I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body I live by faith in the Son of God Who loved me and gave Himself for me."                      Galatians 2:20 
	Of course, some older people will still have the scars and the holes – testimony of the pagan past before they were converted – but all earrings, eyebrow rings, nose rings and such like have been removed. 
	And their children are free from these pagan disfigurements. It is unheard of in these areas for Christians to voluntarily pierce or tattoo their bodies. In fact, they are shocked when Western men visit them with ponytails and earrings. 
	"You are the children of the Lord your God. Do not cut yourselves or shave the front of your heads for the dead, for you are a people holy to the Lord your God."                                          Deuteronomy 14: 1 – 2 
	How then can we explain the widespread toleration and even practice of body piercing in far too many Christian Churches and even Bible Colleges and ministries in the West?
	Generally it starts off by assuming that if an earring is appropriate for a woman, then it is appropriate for men as well. Some women then reasoned that if men were going to wear an earring, then they would wear multiple earrings. 
	And as so many in the world are wearing nose rings, eyebrow rings, belly rings, tongue studs, etc. then why shouldn’t we? 
	"You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred towards God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God."                                         James 4:4 
	As so many Christians have immersed themselves in pagan music, immoral videos and worldly amusements, it should not surprise us that so many of our youth are indistinguishable from their non-Christian friends. 
	The mind-rotting, brain-numbing, soul-destroying trash that fills the ears, eyes and minds of our youth should be sufficient explanation for the backslidden, immoral and un-Christian behaviour, which now even includes professing Christians disfiguring their bodies with pagan piercings. 
	"There is no fear of God before their eyes."                                           Romans 3:18  It is time for Youth leaders and Pastors to study what the Scripture teaches on this subject and then to boldly, and without compromise, preach on these passages and call those people who are defiling their  bodies to repent. We need to  take God’s Word seriously. 
	"Let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God."            2 Corinthians 7:1  "May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus."                   1 Thessalonians 5:23 
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