


B o d y  P ie r c in g
A  R e t u r n  t o  
P a g a n is m



In som e  of the  m ost 

une xpe cte d  place s  we  are  

confronte d  by a re vival of 

the  old  tribal practice s  of 

bod y scarification, bod y 

p ie rcing and  bod y 

m utilation. 



N ose  rings , e ye brow rings , be lly 

rings , tongue  s tud s , m ultiple  

e arrings , n ipple  rings , tattoos  

and  othe r d is figure m e nts  are  

m ore  than an id e ntifiable



sub-culture  –  it is  all part 

of an aggre ss ive  fash ion 

s tate m e nt wh ich  is  

challe nging the  C hris tian 

C hurch . 



"Do not cut your bodies  … or put tattoo 
marks  on yours elves . I am the Lord. " 

Le viticus  1 9:28



U nfortunate ly, m ost 

C hurch  le ad e rs  have  

re m aine d  s ile nt on th is  

practice , e ve n wh ile  

som e  youth  le ad e rs  

and  Bible  C olle ge  

s tud e nts  are  giving 

the m se lve s  ove r to 

bod y m od ification.



"Pries ts  mus t not s have 
their heads  … or cut their 
bodies . They mus t be holy to 
their God and mus t not 
profane the Name of their 
God ... they are to be holy."    

Le viticus  21 :5 –  6



As C hris tians , we  are  

calle d  to be  holy, s e t 

apart and  d iffe re nt from  

the  world , conse crate d  

to G od . 



"E verybody’s doing it" 
is  hard ly an argum e nt 

to justify C hris tian 

involve m e nt. 



Brent Moffatt broke the world record 
for most piercings by sticking hundreds 
of surgical needles through his legs and 
torso in Winnipeg, January 15, 2003. 
Moffatt broke the previous Guinness 
record of 200 piercings in about one 
and one-half hours and planned to stop 
at 1000 piercings.

The y ve ry fact that pagans  

practice  bod y p ie rcing 

should  be  a com pe lling 

e nough argum e nt against 

C hris tians  be ing 

conform e d  to the  world .



































"But you are a chos en 
people, a royal pries thood, a 
holy nation, a people 
belong ing  to God, that you 
may declare the prais es  of 
Him who called you out of 
darknes s  into His  wonderful 
light.”                        1  Pe te r 2:9



The  S cripture s  are  cle ar that 

we  m ust tre at our bod ie s  with  

re spe ct, the y are  not our own 

to d o with  as  we  wish . The y 

be long to G od , who m ad e  

the m  and  who purchase d  

the m  with  H is  own blood . 



O ur bod ie s  are  to be  

te m ple s  of the  H oly S p irit. 

We  are  to glorify G od  with  

our bod ie s .



"Do you not know that 
your bodies  are members  
of Chris t Hims elf?  … Do 
you not know that your 
body is  a temple of the 
Holy S pirit, Who is  in you, 
whom you have received 
from God?  You are not 
your own; you were 
bought with a price. 
Therefore honour God with 
your body." 1  C orinth ians  6:1 5, 1 9 –  20



O n the  othe r hand , the  

B ible  re cord s  how 

pagans  abuse d  the ir 

bod ie s . 



The  false  prophe ts  of 

Baal "slashed 
themselves with swords 
and spears, as was the ir 
custom until the ir blood 
flowed ." (1  K ings  1 8:28).



The  d e m on posse s se d  m an of G ad ara cut 

h im se lf with  s tone s  and  ran around  nake d  

(Mark 5:5). It was  the  custom  of the  

Is hm ae lite  m e n to we ar gold  e arrings . 

(Jud ge s  8:24).



Biblically, a p ie rce d  e ar is  a 

public ind ication of 

pe rm ane nt s lave ry. Whe n 

the  H e bre ws  we re  le d  out of 

s lave ry in E gypt by Mose s , 

the y we re  urge d  "take off the 
gold earrings …  so all the 
people took off the ir earrings 
…  These are your gods, O  
Israel."  E xod us  32: 1 -3



Afte r G od  spoke  to Jacob, 

he  instructe d  h is  house hold  

to ge t rid  of the ir id ols  and  

purify the m se lve s . Along 

with  the ir s tone  id ols , the y 

burie d  the ir e arrings .



"S o Jacob said to his 
household and to all who 
were with him , ‘Get rid of 
the foreign gods  you have 
with you, and purify 
yours elves  and change 
your clothes ’ … s o they 
gave J acob all the foreign 
gods  they had and the 
rings  in their ears , and 
J acob buried them." 

G e ne s is  35:2



Th is  has  always  

be e n the  re sponse  of 

pagan pe ople  whe n 

the y’ve  e m brace d  

the  G ospe l of C hris t. 





From  Papau Ne w G u ine a to 

the  Am azon jungle , pagan 

tribe s  e ngage  in bod y 

scarification, e arrings , nose  

rings , tongue  s tud s , m ultiple  

p ie rcings  and  tattoos . O nce  

conve rte d  to C hris t, howe ve r, 

the se  tribe s  aband on all the se  

bod y m od ification practice s .



“Fear the Lord your G od , serve 
H im only …  D o not follow other 
gods, the gods of the peoples 
around you; for the Lord your 
G od …  is a jealous G od and H is 
anger will burn against you …  D o 
not test the Lord …  B e sure to 
keep the commands of the Lord 
your G od and the stipulations and decrees He 
has given you. D o what is right and good in the 
Lord’s sight, so that it may go well with you …  
in the future , when your sons asks you,



‘What is the meaning of the stipulations, 
decrees and laws the Lord your G od has 
commanded you?’ ‘We were s laves  of 
Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord brought 
us  out of Egypt with a mighty hand …" 

D e ute ronom y 6:1 3 –  21



It is  completely inappropriate for a 
Chris tian man to wear an earring – the 
mark of s lavery. What may be 
appropriate for a woman is  not 
neces sarily appropriate for a man. What 
is  practiced by the world is  seldom 
acceptable for a Chris tian.



"You, my brothers , 
were called to be free. 
But do not us e your 
freedom to indulge the 
s inful nature, rather 
s erve one another in 
love."   G alatians  5:1 3



"Live as  free men, but do not 
us e your freedom as  a cover 
up for evil."                              

                                                  

      1  Pe te r 2:1 6

 "It is  for freedom that Chris t 
has  s et us  free. S tand firm, 
then, and do not let yours elves  
be burdened again by a yoke of 
s lavery."                      G alatians  5:1



If som e th ing is  

pre vale nt and  

acce pte d  in the  

world , that alone  

should  be  a 

com pe lling 

argum e nt against 

C hris tians  ad opting 

the ir fash ions  and  

fad s .



We  are  calle d  to be

d iffe re nt. We  are  to

honour G od  with  our 

                                

bod ie s .



"Therefore , I urge you, brothers, 
in view of G od ’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies  as  liv ing  
s acrifices , holy and pleas ing  
to God – which is your spiritual 
worship . Do not conform any 
longer to the patterns  of this  
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind . Then you 
will be able to test and approve 
what G od’s will is – H is good , 
pleasing and perfect will."  

Rom ans  1 2: 1  –  2



O ur bod ie s  m atte r. The y are  to 

be  pre se nte d  to G od  as  holy 

offe rings  –  in a way that 

ple ase s  G od . We  are  not to 

follow the  e xam ple  of the  

pagans . 



Making hole s  in our 

bod ie s  is  hard ly 

re spe cting the m  as  

te m ple s  of the  H oly 

S p irit. 



Pe rm ane ntly 

d is figuring our 

bod ie s  is  blatant 

re be llion to our 

C re ator and  

R e d e e m e r.



" Dear friends , I urge you, 
as  aliens  and s trangers  in 
the world, to abs tain from 
s inful des ires , which war 
agains t your s oul." 

1  Pe te r 2:1 1







Part of the  Biblical 

d e scription of a harlot is  

that "she decked 
herself with rings and 
jewelry …  but Me she 
forgot, declares the 
Lord ." (H ose a 2:1 3)



"For in his  own eyes  he flatters  
hims elf too much to detect or 
hate his  s in." 

                                                     Psalm  36:2

" Let us  examine our ways  and 
tes t them, and let us  return to 
the Lord." 
                                            Lam e ntations  3:40



To d raw atte ntion to 

ourse lve s  with  the se  

e xce s s ive  fash ion 

s tate m e nts  is  hard ly in 

ke e p ing with  the  Biblical 

com m and s  to be  hum ble  

and  m od e st (Prove rbs  21 :4; 

1  T im othy 2: 9 - 1 0).



"Your beauty s hould 
not come from 
outward adornment … 
ins tead it s hould be 
that of your inner s elf, 
the unfading  beauty of 
a gentle and quiet 
s pirit." 

                        1  Pe te r 3: 3 - 4



The  pre se nt obse ss ion 

of m any with  bod y 

m od ification is  a re vival 

of tribalism . It involve s  

a painful in itiation rite , 

wh ich  prod uce s  an 

id e ntification with  a 

ce rtain tribe , clan or 

sub-culture . 



The  Kacipo pe ople  in 

S ud an stre tch  the ir lowe r 

lips  to fit a sauce r-s ize d  

potte ry and  

the y stre tch  the ir e ar 

lobe s  to cre ate  huge  hole s  

and  long e arlobe s . 



Am ongst the  N uba tribe s  

in S ud an, m ultiple  

e arrings , nose  rings , 

bod y scarification and  

bod y painting are  

pre vale nt. 



The  D inka and  N ue r 

tribe s  in S ud an are  

e as ily id e ntifiable  by 

the  patte rn of scars  

across  the ir 

fore he ad s . 



Am ongst the  H ind us  - nose  

s tud s , be lly rings , toe  rings , 

tongue  s tud s  and  e ye brow 

rings  are  com m on. 



Tattoos  am ongst the  Am azon 

tribe s  id e ntify the  various  

m e m be rs  of a give n tribe .



In Papau N e w G u ine a, all 

kind s  of bod y scarification, 

tattoos  and  bod y m utilation 

d is tingu ish  the  various  

tribe s . 



The  h is tory of various  

type s  of bod y 

m od ification has  

e vid e nce  found  all ove r 

the  world  whe re ve r 

anim ism  and  sp iritism  

has  be e n the  re ligion. 



From  ancie nt C h ina through to prim itive  tribe s  in 

Africa and  S outh  Am e rica the re  have  be e n all 

m anne r of ad justm e nts  to the  bod y to s ignify 

id e ntity with  a ce rtain group  and  ce rtain 

god s/sp irits .



Am ong the  tribe s  in Borne o, 

tattooing is  m ainly associate d  with  

he ad  hunting (a vis ible  s ign of 

succe ss ) for m e n and  the  com ing 

of age  of wom e n - in som e  case s  

it sym bolize s  the ir social s tatus . 

Tattoos  are  part of the  "rite s  of 

passage " and  ne xt to blacke ne d  

te e th  and  long e ar-lobe s , intricate  

tattoos  on finge rs , hand s , lowe r 

arm s , th ighs , calve s , and  fe e t 

s e rve d  as  im portant e le m e nts  of 

be auty for wom e n.



A pagan vie w on the  

subje ct: "A tattoo is  a 

com ple x s ignifie r: it 

s ignals  class ; it s ignals  

s e xuality; and  it has  

spe cific conte nt as  a 

s ignifie r: a d e p iction of 

an anim al, a pe rson, an 

abstract tribal d e s ign. 

The  m ost usual m otifs  

are  s ignifie rs  of powe r 

and  m asculin ity... 



But what the  tattoo 

s ignals  above  all is  the  

powe r one  s e ize s  ove r 

one 's  own bod y…  To be  

brand e d  or tattooe d  

shows  also that you  

have  the  re qu is ite  guts  

to join the  group . 



It is  not the  m ost 

e xtre m e  or painful 

form  of in itiation, but 

it s e rve s  as  a s ign of 

pain and  he nce  of 

re solution." (C rispe n 

S artwe ll)



"Tattooing is  ofte n a 

m agical rite  in the  

m ore  trad itional 

culture s , and  the  

tattoois t is  re spe cte d  

as  a prie s t or 

sham an." (Miche lle  D e lio, 

Tattoo: The  E xotic Art of 

S kin D e coration, p . 73)



"In F iji, From osa, N e w 

Ze aland  and  in ce rtain 

of the  N orth Am e rican 

Ind ian tribe s , tattooing 

was  re gard e d  as  a 

re ligious  ce re m ony, and  

pe rform e d  by prie sts  or 

prie s te s se s ." (Ronald  

S cutt, Art, S e x and  S ym bol, 

1 974, p . 64)



"The  actual tattooing 

proce s s , wh ich  

involve d  com ple x 

ritual and  taboos , 

could  only be  d one  by 

prie s ts  and  was  

associate d  with  

be lie fs  wh ich  we re  

s e cre ts  known only to 

m e m be rs  of the  

prie s tly caste . . .



H is torically tattooing had  

originate d  in conne ction with  

ancie nt rite s  of s carification and  

blood le tting wh ich  we re  

associate d  with  re ligious  

practice s  inte nd e d  to put the  

hum an soul in harm ony with  

supe rnatural force s  and  e nsure  

continu ity be twe e n th is  life  and  

the  ne xt." (G ilbe rt, S te ve , Tattoo 

H istory: A S ource  Book, p . 1 58)



And  in the  sam e  way, e ye brow 

rings , nose  rings , m ultiple  

e arrings , n ipple  rings , be lly 

rings  and  tongue  s tud s  

d is tingu ish  id e ntifiable  sub-

culture s  in N e w York, Lond on, 

Paris  and  othe r cap itals  of 

what is  m e ant to be  

civilization.



"The look on their faces  
tes tifies  agains t them; 
they parade their s in like 
S odom; they do not hide 
it. Woe to them! They  
have brought dis as ter 
upon thems elves ." 
                              Isaiah  3:9



The  inte re sting th ing is  that 

wh ile  so m any We ste rne rs  

rush  into ne w age  re ligions , 

bod y p ie rcing and  occultism , 

m any m illions  in the  tribe s  

m e ntione d  in Africa, S outh  

Am e rica, As ia and  the  Pacific 

is land s , are  be ing conve rte d  to C hris t and  

are  aband oning the  bod y p ie rcing 

practice s  of the ir pagan past. 



It is  ve ry cle ar who are  

the  C hris tians  and  who 

are  the  pagans  in the se  

m is s ion fie ld s . 



The  pagans  

we ar little  or 

no cloth ing 

and  the y 

e ngage  in a 

varie ty of bod y 

scarification, 

bod y p ie rcing 

and /or tattoos . 



O n the  othe r hand , the  C hris tians  are  

e as ily id e ntifiable  –  the y we ar clothe s  and  

the y d on’t e ngage  in any bod y 

m od ification.



"I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live but Christ lives in me . The life I 
now live in the body I live by faith in the 
S on of G od Who loved me and gave 
H imself for me ."                      G alatians  2:20



O f course , som e  old e r 

pe ople  will s till have  the  

scars  and  the  hole s  –  

te s tim ony of the  pagan 

past be fore  the y we re  

conve rte d  –  but all 

e arrings , e ye brow rings , 

nose  rings  and  such  like  

have  be e n re m ove d . 



And  the ir ch ild re n are  

fre e  from  the se  pagan 

d is figure m e nts . It is  

unhe ard  of in the se  

are as  for C hris tians  to 

voluntarily p ie rce  or 

tattoo the ir bod ie s . In 

fact, the y are  shocke d  

whe n We ste rn m e n vis it 

the m  with  ponytails  and  

e arrings .



"You are the children of the Lord your 
G od . Do not cut yours elves  or shave the 
front of your heads for the dead, for you 
are a people holy to the Lord your G od ." 

                                       

D e ute ronom y 1 4: 1  –  2



H ow the n can we  e xplain the  wid e spre ad  

tole ration and  e ve n practice  of bod y p ie rcing 

in far too m any C hris tian C hurche s  and  e ve n 

Bible  C olle ge s  and  m in is trie s  in the  We st?

"D on’t you know that you 
yourselves are G od ’s temple 
and that G od ’s S pirit lives in 
you? If anyone destroys 
G od ’s temple , G od will 
destroy him; for G od ’s temple 
is sacred , and you are that 
temple . D o not dece ive 
yourselves … ." 1  C orinth ians  3: 1 6 –  1 8



G e ne rally it s tarts  off 

by assum ing that if an 

e arring is  appropriate  

for a wom an, the n it is  

appropriate  for m e n 

as  we ll. S om e  wom e n 

the n re asone d  that if 

m e n we re  going to 

we ar an e arring, the n 

the y would  we ar 

m ultiple  e arrings . 



And  as  so m any in the  

world  are  we aring nose  

rings , e ye brow rings , 

be lly rings , tongue  s tud s , 

e tc. the n why should n’t 

we ?



"You adulterous  people, don’t you know 
that friends hip with the world is  hatred 
towards  God?  Anyone who choos es  to be 
a friend of the world becomes  an enemy 
of God."                                         Jam e s  4:4



As so m any C hris tians  have  im m e rse d  

the m se lve s  in pagan m us ic, im m oral vid e os  and  

world ly am use m e nts , it s hould  not surpris e  us  

that so m any of our youth  are  ind is tingu ishable  

from  the ir non-C hris tian frie nd s . 



The  m ind -rotting, brain-

num b ing, soul-d e stroying 

trash that fills  the  e ars , 

e ye s  and  m ind s  of our 

youth  should  be  sufficie nt 

e xplanation for the  

backslid d e n, im m oral and  

un-C hris tian be haviour, 

wh ich  now e ve n includ e s  

profe s s ing C hris tians  

d is figuring the ir bod ie s  

with  pagan p ie rcings .



"There is  no fear of God before their eyes ."  
                                   

Rom ans  3:1 8

It is  tim e  for Youth le ad e rs  and  Pastors  to 

s tud y what the  S cripture  te ache s  on th is  

s ubje ct and  the n to bold ly, and  without 

com prom is e , pre ach  on the se  passage s  and  

call those  pe ople  who are  d e filing the ir 

bod ie s  to re pe nt. We  ne e d  to 

take  G od ’s  Word  s e rious ly.



"Let us  purify ours elves  from 
everything  that contaminates  body and 
s pirit, perfecting  holines s  out of 
reverence for God."            2 C orinth ians  7:1

"May God Hims elf, the God of peace, 
s anctify you through and through. May 
your whole s pirit, s oul and body be 
kept blameles s  at the coming  of our 
Lord J es us ."                   1  The ssalonians  5:23
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	Part of the Biblical description of a harlot is that "she decked herself with rings and jewelry … but Me she forgot, declares the Lord." (Hosea 2:13) 
	"For in his own eyes he flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin."                                                       Psalm 36:2  "Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the Lord."                                              Lamentations 3:40 
	To draw attention to ourselves with these excessive fashion statements is hardly in keeping with the Biblical commands to be humble and modest (Proverbs 21:4; 1 Timothy 2: 9 - 10). 
	 "Your beauty should not come from outward adornment … instead it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit."                          1 Peter 3: 3 - 4 
	The present obsession of many with body modification is a revival of tribalism. It involves a painful initiation rite, which produces an identification with a certain tribe, clan or sub-culture. 
	The Kacipo people in Sudan stretch their lower lips to fit a saucer-sized pottery and  they stretch their ear lobes to create huge holes and long earlobes. 
	Amongst the Nuba tribes in Sudan, multiple earrings, nose rings, body scarification and body painting are prevalent.   
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	In Papau New Guinea, all kinds of body scarification, tattoos and body mutilation distinguish the various tribes.  
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	And in the same way, eyebrow rings, nose rings, multiple earrings, nipple rings, belly rings and tongue studs distinguish identifiable sub-cultures in New York, London, Paris and other capitals of what is meant to be civilization.
	"The look on their faces testifies against them; they parade their sin like Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to them! They  have brought disaster upon themselves."                                Isaiah 3:9 
	The interesting thing is that  while so many Westerners  rush into new age religions,  body piercing and occultism,  many millions in the tribes  mentioned in Africa, South  America, Asia and the Pacific  islands, are being converted to Christ and are abandoning the body piercing practices of their pagan past. 
	It is very clear who are the Christians and who are the pagans in these mission fields. 
	The pagans wear little or no clothing and they engage in a variety of body scarification, body piercing and/or tattoos.  
	On the other hand, the Christians are easily identifiable – they wear clothes and they don’t engage in any body modification.
	"I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body I live by faith in the Son of God Who loved me and gave Himself for me."                      Galatians 2:20 
	Of course, some older people will still have the scars and the holes – testimony of the pagan past before they were converted – but all earrings, eyebrow rings, nose rings and such like have been removed. 
	And their children are free from these pagan disfigurements. It is unheard of in these areas for Christians to voluntarily pierce or tattoo their bodies. In fact, they are shocked when Western men visit them with ponytails and earrings. 
	"You are the children of the Lord your God. Do not cut yourselves or shave the front of your heads for the dead, for you are a people holy to the Lord your God."                                          Deuteronomy 14: 1 – 2 
	How then can we explain the widespread toleration and even practice of body piercing in far too many Christian Churches and even Bible Colleges and ministries in the West?
	Generally it starts off by assuming that if an earring is appropriate for a woman, then it is appropriate for men as well. Some women then reasoned that if men were going to wear an earring, then they would wear multiple earrings. 
	And as so many in the world are wearing nose rings, eyebrow rings, belly rings, tongue studs, etc. then why shouldn’t we? 
	"You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred towards God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God."                                         James 4:4 
	As so many Christians have immersed themselves in pagan music, immoral videos and worldly amusements, it should not surprise us that so many of our youth are indistinguishable from their non-Christian friends. 
	The mind-rotting, brain-numbing, soul-destroying trash that fills the ears, eyes and minds of our youth should be sufficient explanation for the backslidden, immoral and un-Christian behaviour, which now even includes professing Christians disfiguring their bodies with pagan piercings. 
	"There is no fear of God before their eyes."                                           Romans 3:18  It is time for Youth leaders and Pastors to study what the Scripture teaches on this subject and then to boldly, and without compromise, preach on these passages and call those people who are defiling their  bodies to repent. We need to  take God’s Word seriously. 
	"Let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God."            2 Corinthians 7:1  "May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus."                   1 Thessalonians 5:23 
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