


Every year at the Kiamichi Men’s Clinic I get 
to hear a preacher named Marvin Phillips.

Marvin is a fiery kind of preacher with a great 
heart for evangelism.

Marvin uses a lot of short sayings that carry 
a lot of truth.

"What the mind of man can conceive, and 
believe, it can achieve.“

"Aim for nothing and you’ll probably hit it 
every time with an amazing amount of 

accuracy.“
"Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss your 

target you’ll be among the stars."



Let’s continue the idea of being God’s 
Church on purpose–instead of just letting 
things happen, we want to put forth some 
effort that will encourage growth in God’s 

Church.
When Jesus Christ was born into this world 

He had a purpose.
The angel told Joseph that the babe was to 
be called Jesus because He would save His 

people from their sins.
Our main purpose is to lead people into a 

saved relationship with Jesus Christ.



As we start putting some feet on this idea of 
being God’s Church on purpose I believe 
that it is fitting that we put first things first.

Our purpose is to evangelize the lost. 

Say that with me.

Our purpose is to evangelize the lost.
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—a word signifying excellencies, 
perfections, beauties, It is used in 

of God’s power.
The scope of reference in this phrase is to 

our whole manner of life as a Christian.
Surely the text would include our work as 

personal evangelists to those who are 
unsaved.

But in every way we are to be “reflectors” of 
God’s glories. (College Press)





In the same way the Father sent the Son, 
Jesus sends us, the church, on mission.

Through the Great Commission, He invites 
us into a purpose that is bigger than 

ourselves.
We have the opportunity to exist for 

something greater than our own dramas, our 
own wants, our own needs, and our own 

dreams. 



This fact should blow our minds: that with all 
our flimsy, fleshly, and cheesy humanity, the 
Creator would still ask us to share in what is 

most important to Him.
Being on mission is the paradigm shift of a 

lifetime.
The greatest adventure is to hear the 

invitation and respond.
The greatest tragedy is to ignore our calling 

and go on living life as usual.



The goal is to see every Christian liberated 
to live on mission and in motion for the glory 
of God and to help the church learn to live 

like Jesus did: 
with missional intentionality. 

Don’t miss this!

It’s the chance of a lifetime—the chance of 
eternity, actually.



Christ was on a mission: the Father sent Him 
for the glory of God and for the salvation of 

humanity. And then Jesus said, “

.”
Don’t hear “I also send you” as Jesus saying 
you need to go somewhere else. Hear it as 

Jesus telling you that you have already been 
sent to where you are right now.

Like it or not, you are a sent person.



In the same way the Father sent Jesus, He 
sends us to the world, empowered by the 

Holy Spirit for His mission. 

Understanding this mandate for mission is 
crucial to our ability to live out our calling as 

Christians.

To live life at Godspeed.
(Godspeed, Britt Merrick)
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Through a variety of immoral practices. The 
temple was full of immorality and legalized 

prostitution.
The people believed in magic and were very 

superstitious.
They were constantly looking for soothsayers 

and fortune tellers to guide their lives.
It was a very wicked city.



Now there are two different kinds of people in 
the world–there are pessimists who see a 
problem in every opportunity and there are 
optimists who see an opportunity in every 

problem

Well, Paul looked at all of the problems in the 
city–he saw the thousands of people who 

were lost and decided that there was a real 
opportunity here.



There were so many people who needed to 
hear about Jesus.

So many lives that needed to be changed.
So many people who needed to hear the 

Gospel message and Paul was determined 
to turn that city upside down for Jesus.

He saw a great opportunity.
While many people profess to be Christians 
today there are still many who have never 
accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and 

Savior–who are still lost.
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Beating people over the head with a Bible 
will not usually get you very far in winning 

someone to God’s side.
But, there will be opportunities to share–

opportunities will come.
Look for them!



for a wide door for effective work has 
opened to me... 

Paul not only saw the open door, but he felt 
obligated to walk through it himself.



He didn’t say it was open to Timothy or 
Barnabas or anyone else.

He felt a personal responsibility to stay and 
preach the Word of God to them.

As Christians we need to take a personal 
responsibility for the ministry of this church

Although Nate and I are paid to do the work 
of preaching, we are not responsible to do 
the work that God intends for you to do.
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Do you understand that you have an 
obligation to share Jesus?

I know that that very idea just scares some of 
us to death.

You may not be gifted in this area of 
evangelism as others are, but you still have 
influence in the lives of people around you.



If one of your children or grandchildren were 
about to run out in front of a speeding 

automobile, would you remain silent and say, 
"Well I really don’t have the gift to warn 

people.“
No, you would do all you could to protect 

them from harm.
People without Jesus Christ are lost–bound 

for an eternal hell

"How in the world will they ever know if we 
don’t tell them."



There are always going to be people who 
oppose the advancement of the gospel.





There will be some who will want to label us 
as fanatics, fundamentalists, jokes about 

being homophobic and close-minded.
It may be that the worst opponents to the 
advancement of the Gospel are not those 

who stand up and oppose it.
It may be those who sit in the pews and are 

lukewarm Christians
ESV 



They hear the messages, see the blind 
people walking toward the precipice, but go 

home unmoved.
Sometimes there is even vocal opposition to 
doing things that will help bring more people 
into God’s kingdom. Many churches go to 2 

worship services–partly out of need and 
partly to give people more than one 
opportunity. Number one complaint,

"I won’t get to see everybody."



Let’s go back to where we started.

Our purpose.

Is our purpose to be a social club?

Or is our purpose to reach the lost?

How would Jesus answer that?



Sometimes a church will start to grow and 
the old time members might be heard to say 

something like, “We’ve got so many new 
people it just doesn’t seem like my church 

anymore”.
It’s not your church to start with–

it’s God’s Church.
I hope that God blesses us so much and 

sends us so many new people that we will 
realize that this is not our church, but that it 

is the church of Jesus Christ.



Realize that people without Christ are lost.
Maybe we need to be a little more blunt than 

that.
People who have never made a commitment 
to Jesus Christ will spend their eternal lives 

in hell–away from a loving God. 



Until we realize that then we will never be 
motivated to do anything about it.

If we simply believe that everyone is going to 
heaven–that all you have to do is be good–
then we won’t be motivated to encourage 

anyone to change.



Pray for opportunities.
Look for the open doors.

There are times when people are open to 
hearing about Jesus.

Each situation is different.
Be prepared.
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See yourself as an instrument of God.

NIKE Attitude - Just Do It

New Christians make some of the best 
evangelists because they are not that far 

removed from their former way of life.

Witness - Be a positive example.

Invite people to come and see.



When Jesus was just starting His ministry 
one of the men he called was Phillip.

ESV 

Effort–it takes work.

Persistence - Don’t give up.



Some of you are Christians today because 
there was someone who was not willing to 

give up.

This may be the hardest part, because as 
hard as we try there will be some who will 

simply reject Christ–that is their choice, but 
difficult for us when we know they are 
destined for an eternity without God.



Our purpose is to evangelize the lost. How 
does God want to use you to accomplish His 

purpose?
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