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Shinto

Shinto Is Japans oldest and most
traditonal religion

Shinto people believe that spirits
abide In the natural things on earth,
lIke rocks,. flowers, and animals.

[ he preparation rituals are all
focused on purification so the
deceased can join the spirit world
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- \When the ashes aré

pbrought home they are
placed in the family snrine
after they. thank everyone
who helped witn the
funeral and preparations
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Buddhist

Buddhist funerals In Japan are
considered afarewell ceremony.

BSUuddhists believe that when

someone dies thelr spirit goes on a
journey, to the 'Pure Land where one

refinés themselves in a new
from the distractions of hum

life away
ans until

they reach the state of nirva
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Nirvana is a state in which there Is

=
S

karma and the cycle of death and

NoO

Uffering, desire, or sense of self, and the
Ubject Is released from the effects of

repirth.

The mourners of the deceased are
considered a support system for the

SPIrit on Its journey.
The family members jobs are to C

neck

IN"on the spirit throughout Its jourr

eyV.
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The dead are not to be spoken of after
the mourning period Is ever in fear that
the persons soul willretern'to earth

taliam funerals are open for anyone In
the village or town to attend

sSometimes posters are made for the
deceased and hung around the:ton or
village to alert people of the passing
and‘give them details about the funeral.
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L Is traditional for heighbors and friends
to bring the family food as seon as they
near news of the persons passing.

~00ds vary from bowls of fruits, wine,
desserts, and casseroles.

At one time the wealthy families of a
deceased person would pay mourners to
walil at the grave site.

Today there is a time of mourning, but
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Today there Is a time of mourning, but
dignity and respect s important to
most ltalians and for this reason
walling Is rarely a part of a funeral.

Because most ltalians were, and still

are, catholic, funeral traditions Include

the last ri

funeral i

ghts, prayer ceremonies,

turgy, and the proper mass

being preformea
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foreh%-ad of the body. @hlldren are
encouraged to touch the hand or kiss
the cheek to show respect.
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