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Seer Stones - video

video




One of Joseph Smith’s seer stones

In Joseph Smith’s day, some individuals claimed that they had a gift to
“see,” or receive divine or supernatural messages, through seer stones.
These beliefs came from the Bible and from European cultural traditions
brought to early America by immigrants. Joseph Smith and his family
accepted these beliefs, and Joseph occasionally used stones he
located Iin the ground to help neighbors find missing objects or search
for buried treasure.
(https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/history/topics/seer-
stones?lang=enq)
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When Joseph Smith received the golden plates in 1827, he also received a translation instrument with them,

“two stones in silver bows” used by “seers’ in ancient or former times” (Joseph Smith&=History 1:35). This

instrument was referred to in the Book of Mormon as the “interpreters.” During the translation of the Book of
Mormon, Joseph Smith apparently used both of these instruments=-the interpreters and his seer stone=

interchangeably. They worked in much the same way, and the early Saints sometimes used the term “Urim

and Thumm



https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/pgp/js-h/1.35?lang=eng#p35

How long did it take Joseph
Smith to transcribe the plates?

®* One of the most amazing facts about the Book of Mormon is that it took Joseph
Smith only about sixty-five working days to translate a book that, in the current
edition, is 531 pages long. Historical details about the time it took to translate
the book are remarkably well preserved, and they are corroborated by the
Independently consistent statements of numerous withesses.

®* Almost all of the Book of Mormon as we now have it was translated between 7
April and 30 June 1829. Before that, from 12 April to 14 June 1828, Joseph had
translated the 116 pages that Martin Harris lost when he borrowed them to
show to members of his family. In addition, during March 1829, Joseph
translated “a few” pages—with his wife, Emma, acting as scribe-before he was
commanded to “stop for a season.”

® (John W. Welch, professor of law at Brigham Young University’s J. Reuben
Clark Law School and president of the Foundation for Ancient Research and
Mormon Studies (FARMS).



Three Withesses

June 1829






Maurtin Harris

®* "By aid of the Seer Stone,
sentences would appear and
were read by the Prophet and
written by Martin, and when
finished he would say ‘written;’
and If correctly written, the
sentence would disappear and
another appear Iin its place; but if
not written correctly it remained
until corrected, so that the
translation was just as it was
engraven on the plates,

precisely in the language then
used” (CHC 1:29).




“Just as sure as you see the Sun shining, Just as sure
am | that | stood In [p.4] the presence of an Angel of
God ... and saw him hold the Gold Plates in his
Hands.”

“Gentlemen, do you see that hand? Are you sure you
see It? Are your eyes playing a trick or something?
No. Well, as sure as you see my hand so sure did |
see the angel and the plates.”

—Martin Harris

William Pilkington Affidavit, April 3, 1934, 4-6, typescript, CHL,;
published in Vogel, Early Mormon Documents, 2:355-356; Morris, A
Documentary History of the Book of Mormon, 403.

Statement of William M. Glenn to O. E. Fischbacher, May 30, 1943,
Cardston, Alberta, Canada, cit. Deseret News, October 2, 1943; published in
Anderson, Investigating the Book of Mormon Witnesses, 116, 120n.28.
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Oliver Cowdery

Before an audience of approximately two
thousand, including non-members of the
Church, Cowdery bore witness of the
coming forth of the Book of Mormon, the
restoration of the Aaronic and
Melchizedek priesthoods, and the divine
calling of Joseph Smith. “l beheld with
my eye and handled with my hands the
gold plates from which it was translated. |
also beheld the Interpreters. That book is
true.” ( Journal of Reuben Miller, 1848,
and MS 21 (20 August 1859): 544. [See
originals.] Edward Bunker was still
talking in 1894 of the “powerfull
testimony” he heard Oliver Cowdery give
at Winter Quarters in 1848. See Larson
and Larson, Diary of Charles Lowell
Walker, 2:774.)

11




“It was a clear, open beautiful day, far from any
iInhabitants, in a remote field, at the time we saw the
record, of which it has been spoken, brought and laid

before us, by an angel, arrayed in glorious light,

ascend out of the midst of heaven. Now If this Is
human juggling—judge ye.”

—Oliver Cowdery

Oliver Cowdery’s Letter to Cornelius C. Blatchley, November 9, 1829;
published in Morris, A Documentary History of the Book of Mormon, 375.
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David Whitmer

* “l will now give you a description of the
manner in which the Book of Mormon was
translated. Joseph Smith would put the seer
stone into a hat, and put his face in the hat,
drawing it closely around his face to exclude
the light; and in the darkness the spiritual light
would shine. A piece of something resembling
parchment would appear, and under it was the
Interpretation in English. Brother Joseph
would read off the English to Oliver Cowdery,
who was his principal scribe, and when it was
written down and repeated to brother Joseph
to see If it was correct, then it would
disappear, and another character with the
Interpretation would appear. Thus the Book of
Mormon was translated by the gift and power
of God, and not by any power of man.” ( An
Address to All Believers in Christ,p 12)
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“| saw [the Nephite artifacts] just as plain as | see this
bed (striking his hand upon the bed beside him), and |
heard the voice of the Lord, as distinctly as | ever
heard anything in my life.”

‘I was not under any hallucination, nor was |
decelved! | saw with these eyes and | heard with
these ears!”

—David Whitmer

Report of Elders Orson Pratt and Joseph F. Smith, Millennial Star, 40 (December 9, 1878): 772.
Memoirs of Joseph Smith Ill, cit. Mary Audentia Smith Anderson, Joseph Smith Il and the

Restoration (Independence, MO. 1952), pp. 311-312; published in Anderson, Investigating the Book of Mormon
Witnesses, 88, 92n.33.
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The combined testimonies of the Three and Eight Witnesses of the Book of Mormon provide powerful evidence of the
Restoration.

The Three Witnesses said they beheld the angel Moroni, who showed them the gold plates and other Nephite
artifacts. They also heard a voice from heaven, declaring the truth of the Book of Mormon’s translation.

In contrast, the Eight Witnesses viewed and handled the plates without any accompanying divine manifestations.

Throughout their lives, none of these eleven men ever denied their testimonies, which have been published in every
edition of the Book of Mormon since 1830. Despite the consistency of the withesses’ testimonies, some have
guestioned the reality of their experiences—especially the vision shown to the Three Witnesses.

Warren Parrish, while apostatizing from the Church in 1838, claimed that Martin Harris “has come out at last, and says
he never saw the plates ... except in vision” (emphasis added).

Stephen Burnett, another dissenter, similarly represented Harris as saying that the three witnesses only saw the
plates “in vision or imagination” (emphasis added).

And John Murphy once interpreted David Whitmer as saying that his testimony was based only on spiritual
“impressions.”

In these and other cases, individuals have chosen to emphasize the visionary nature of the Three Witnesses’ shared
experience in a way that questions its actual occurrence in reality.

The withesses themselves, however, openly refuted such insinuations. Harris once declared, “No man ever heard me
in any way deny ... the administration of the angel that showed me the plates.”"Whitmer likewise responded to
Murphy’s statement by saying that what he had seen “was no Delusion™ and that he had “never at any time, denied
that testimony or any part thereof, which has so long since been published” in the Book of Mormon.

https://knowhy.bookofmormoncentral.org/knowhy/did-the-book-of-mormon-witnesses-really-see-what-they-claimed
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video — https://knowhy.bookofmormoncentral.org/knowhy/did-the-
book-of-mormon-witnesses-really-see-what-they-claimed

16




Eight Withesses

Christian Whitmer

Jacob Whitmer

Peter Whitmer, Jun. (age 19 in 1829)
John Whitmer

Hiram Page

Joseph Smith, Sen. (age 59 in 1829)
Hyrum Smith

Samuel H. Smith

Unlike the Three Withesses, the Eight testified that they both saw and handled the
plates. Another difference is that the Eight testified that they were shown the plates

by Joseph Smith rather than by an angel as had the Three Witnhesses. (average age of
witnesses was age 30)
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Hiram Page

®* Hiram Page, another of the Eight Witnesses, was whipped in Jackson County,
Missouri, in 1833 for his profession of Mormonism. He left activity in the Church in
1838 and in 1847 wrote to William McLellin:

* “As to the Book of Mormon,” he affirmed: it would be doing injustice to myself and to
the work of God of the last days, to say that | could know a thing to be true in 1830,
and know the same thing to be false in 1847. To say my mind was so treacherous that
| had forgotten what | saw. To say that a man of Joseph’s ability, who at that time did
not know how to pronounce the word Nephi, could write a book of six hundred pages,
as correct as the Book of Mormon, without supernatural power. And to say that those
holy angels who came and showed themselves to me as | was walking through the
field, to confirm me in the work of the Lord of the last days—three of whom came to
me afterwards and sang an hymn in their own pure language. Yea, it would be treating
the God of heaven with contempt to deny these testimonies, with too many others to
mention here.

¢ Steven C. Harper, "Evaluating the Book of Mormon Witnesses" in Religious
Educator 11, no. 2 (2010): 37-50. https://rsc.byu.edu/archived/evaluating-book-
mormon-witnesses

® Hiram Page to William McLellin, May 30, 1847, in Ensign of Liberty, January 1848, 63
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Emma Smith

Died: April 30, 1879, Nauvoo
House, Nauvoo, IL

Children: Joseph Smith

11, Alexander Hale Smith, Julia
Murdock Smith

Spouse: Lewis C. Bidamon (m.
1847-1879), Joseph Smith (m.
1827-1844)

Parents: Isaac Hale, Elizabeth
Lewis Hale

Emma Smith With son David
Hyrum. Photograph, unknown
photographer, 1845. (Courtesy
Community of Christ Library-
Archives, Independence, MO)
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THE SAINTS’

HERALD.

To the Stockholders of the Order

of Enoch.

The Stookholders of the First United Ordor of
Fooek aro heroby motitied that it has been decided |
by the Deard of IMrectors that, as the work for
which (he comspany was erganized, soema to have
been necomplishod, it would ba well now to dia-
solve the sssocistion as suck, and at the enmiing
eleation of directors, to be held al Galland's Grove,
lowa, duriog the session of the General Confer
woee, which will comvene thore, September 24th,
1879, appoint s commities Lo sppraise the Innd and
othar property, and, as soon ns osa be done, sell
it nnd divide the net procesds accordiog to the
shares held by caoh slockbolder,

Bat, according to the law of the State of Town,
this dissolution and settiement csn only be nzcom-
plished by the uoanimous vole of all the stock-
helfors concerpnd. Henze the necessity of each
oue cither being presest o vote in persen, or pend-
ing to or by somo eue & writien aulhorization to
ossl thair vole or wotes for them, If yen favor
dimolving (bs company, and & soltling up of the
the affsirs, then wrile upon your vole the words,
“For dijorganization.'"

If letters and volos for proxies are not sent in
timo to reach the brethren at {heir homes before
conference, ey may be sent to Dunlap, Harrison
county, Town, care of Adex, McCord, where 1 may
alno bo addrossed. Do cnreful to send Lo some one
who is certain to be present.  The present Doard
connlate of D. Dancer, E. Baota, W, Hopkins,
I Cadwaell, C A, Beebe, I L Rogers, and Alex,
MeCord. D. Dascen, President,

Tndependence Chapel Fund.

Caxp rrox [xpuresoenen, Mo.-We, a commit.
tee appointed by the Conforencd of the Indopend
enoe Districl of the Beorganized Churoh of Jeaus
Ohrist of Latjer Day Saints, to build & hense of
worship fo Iodepondence, Jackson county, Mis.
soavi, hereby selicit aid from (he members of
sald Church, and, slsc from all neighbors and
friends, who may feel willing to help an

All moneys should be forwarded to W, P, Brows,
“T'reasarer,'” Independence, Jackson county, Mis
sougi.  As Indepesdence is the final resting place
where the Sainls expecl to gather sml receive
their Inkeritance, we hope that all who feel inter-
eoted will try nod help us  We bave secured a
Tot, and (he work will soon Ve undor way,

J. W. Brackenbury, W. P. Brown, Charles M
Behroder, G C, Frisbey, 8. G. Mayo, commiltee.

e
Notice to ISook Agents nml Travel-
ing Elders.

Oa and nfier September 16th, 1570, all subserip-
oo Lo Herald apd Hope ou eredit, received from
Book Agents, or Traveling Elders, will bo charged
to the noesunt of the agent or elder so ordering,
and olf moneys (excopt that sent to the Diabop),
whether for subsoription or for books, will be
eredited fo them, © o this to prevent poaible
mistakes sarlslng from erediting monoys sent for
papers o book nmoseunl, or wisd seres, either
through omission of detail on the part of thede
sennding, or & misunderstanding of directions on
the partof the Ofice Bsevetary. Agenls wili
bo partienlar to esutlon parties when desiring
to pay such subseription, to remit through them
Tho above spplies to mew sudecriptions only, and
nol to remewaly

General Conlerence Notice.

The committoo of arrangements hereby give no
tive conoerning the General Conference, 1o he held
ot Galland's Grove, Tows, beginning on Wednes
day, Septemnber 24:5, 1870, that tenmp will be at
Dow City, (formerly Dowville), on the Chicage and
North- Western Railiread, on the day before nad on
the Brst duy of the gonference, to moot the csstern
and western traims, o convey Lo the conference
grounds those who come by rail.  Also, for the
teams of (hese who drive, hay will be sold (s laat
fall) for five centnn feed, or ten cents per day
Neithor do we lutend noy to go without, if they
have not (he wherewith to rmi.

Bigned, J. Hawley, B, F. Homer, L
J. Croan and J, Porter, commiiloe.

Crandall,
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LAST TESTIMONY OF SISTER EMMA.

In u conversation held in the Horald Office
during the esr
tween Tlishop Tog
H. A. Biehbina
minds in the Church, it was thought advisable
to from Mother Sister
Emma Smith), ber testimony vpon certsin

ly days of the present yeor, be
ldera W. W. B

seenre Bidamon,
points upon which various opinions existed;
snd 0 do this,
hor o fow prominent questions, whieh were

it wan decided to present fo

penned and agreed upon, the answers to which
might, so far as she was concerned, pottle these
differences of Io sccordance with
this understanding the Senior Editor of the
HeraLn visited Nauvoo, in February last,
arriviog on the 4th and remsining until the
10th, Sister Emma answered the queations
froely and in the presconce of her husband,
Major Lewis C. Bidamon, who was generally
present in thelr sitling room where the din-
versation took place, We woro more partie-
ular in this, beeanse it had been frequently
stated G0 us: “Apk your wother, she knows.”
“Why don't you ssk your mother; sbe dare
not deny these things” “You do not dare o
stk your mother !

Our thought was, that if' we had lacked
courage to ask her, bocause we feared the
answers sho might give, we would put nside
that fonr; and, whatever tho worst might be,
wo wounld hear i, Tho result is given below;
it haviog been decided lo give the stalements
to the readers of the ill.xmw. in view of the
death of Sister Emma haviag oceurred so soon
after ghe made them, thus giving them the
imony.

apinion,

character of a last ¢

It isintended to incorporate these questions |

and answers in the fortheomiog history of the |
Reorganization,

We apologized to our mother for putting |

the questions respeeting polygawy and plural
wives, an wo felt wo ought to do.

Question~Who performed

When? Wherat
Anvver.—1 was married at South Bain- |
bridge, New York; at the howse of ‘4‘!.]'(‘
'l:rbell by him when T was in my 22d or |
23d year,

and n few pthers, leadiog |

the marriage |
ceremony for Joseph ‘Bwith and Bmma Hale? ]

We b
History gave the date of the marringe as
Jnnm.ry 18th, 1827, To this she replied:

1 think the date correct, My eertifioate of
| marrisge was lost many 8 ago, in some of
| the marohes we were forced to make

In answer to a suggestion by & that she
might mistake about who marriedfather and
herself; and that it was rumored that it was
Sidoey Rigdon, or o Presbyterian elergyman
she staled :

It was not Sidney Rigdon, for Tdid not see
hins for years after that. It was not a Preshy
terian clergyman. T was visitiog at Mr
Stowell's, who lived in Bainbridge, and saw
your futher there. I had no intention of mar.
ryiog when I loft home; but, during my visit
sl My, Btowell's, your father visited me there.
My folkn wero bittetly opposed to him; and,
being lmportuncd by your futher, aidod by
Mr. Stowell, who urged mo Lo marry him, and
Em.cnmy to marry him (o any other man I

new, I consented. We went to Squire Tar-
bell's and were morried. Aflorwards, when
father found thas I was married, he sont for
ud.  The account in Mother Swith's History
in substantially correct as to dato and place
Your father bought your unale Jesso's [ Halo]
place, off father's farm, snd wo lived there till
the Bock of Mormon was tranalated; and I
think published. I was not in Palmyra long

Q. How many children did you lese, mother,
bofore I was born?

A. There were three. I buried one in
Pennsylvania, and a pair of twins in Obio.

Q. Who were the twins that died?

A. They were not named.

Q. Who were the twinsa whom you took lo
raise 7

A, T lost twine, Mes. Murdoek bad twins
and died. Bro. Murdock came t0 mo and
asked me to take them, and 1 took tho babes
Joseph died at eleven months. They were
both sick when your father wan mobbed. The
mob who tarred and feathered him, left the
door open when they wont out with him, the

hvitd rolapsed and died,  Julia lived, though
| woaker than the boy

Q. Whendid you first know Sidocy Rigdon?
| Where?

A. 1 wos residing st father Whitmer's, when
‘l first saw Sidney Rigdon. I think ho came

there,
| Q. Was this bofore or after the publication
| of lhe Book of Mormon?

. The Book of Mormon hsd been trans.
lucd nod published some time before, Parley
P. Prsit had united with the Church before 1
koew Sidoey Rigdon, or heard of him. At
|the time the Book of Mormon was translsted
|there was no church organized, and Rigdon

ere sopygestod that Mruh-.-r Se i.n'u'

rild not become nequsinted with Joseph and

mo till aftor the Church was ostablished in
1830, How long after that I do not know,
but it was some time.

2, Who were seribes for father
lating the Book of Mormon?

A. Myself, Oliver Cowdery,
snd my brother, Reuben Hale

. Was Alva Hale one?

4. I thiok not, He may have written
pome ; but if he did, I do not rememt
. What about the revelation on Py Iyiea-

Did Joseph Smith bave aaything like

What of spiritunl wifery?

A There was no revélation on either po
Iygumy, or spiritual wives. There were some
ramors of something of the wort, of which I
asked wy husbhand. He nssured me that all
there was of it was, that, in a ohat about plaral
wives, be had esid, “Well, sueh asyste might
possibly be, if everybody was sgreed to i, and
would behnve as they should ; but they wonld
not; and, besides, it was contrary to the will of
heaven.”

No such thing as polygamy, or epiritoal
wifery, was taught, publicly or privately, be-
fore my husband’s desth, that I have now, or
ever had sny knowledge of.

Q. Did he not have other wives than your-
self?

when trans-

Martin Harris,

my

He hod no other wife but me; nor did
ke to my knowledge ever bave.

Q. Did he not hold marital relation with
women othor than yourself?

A. Hedid not have improper relations with
nny woman that ever came to my knowledge.

. Waa there nothing about spiritual wives
that you recollect 7

At one time wmy husband came to me
and ssked me if T had heard certain rumors
about spiritusl marriages, or anything of the
kind ; and nssured me thet if I had, that thoy
were without foundation; that there was mo
guch doctripe, and never should be with his
knowledge, or consent. I know that he had
no other wife or wives than wyzell, in any
wonse, oither :[\mlu:l or otherwise,

Q. What of the truth of Mormonism ?

A. T know Mormonism to be the trath;
and beliove the Church to have been cstab-
lished by divine direction, T have esmplete
faith init. To writing for your father I fre-
quently wrote day sfter day, often sitting at
tho table close by him, he sittiog with kis
face buried in bin hat, with the stone in it,
and dictating bour after hour with nothing
between us.

. Had he not a book or manuseript from
which he read, or dictated o you !

1. He had neither manuseript nor book to

read {rom

https://archive.org/stream/TheSaintsHerald Volume 26 1879/the%20saints%20herald%20volume%2026%201879#page/n287/mode/2up
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Emma Smith, 1879 interview by son
Joseph Smith I, Saints Herald

Question. What of the truth of Mormonism?

Answer. | know Mormonism to be the truth; and believe the Church to have been established by
divine direction. | have complete faith in it. In writing for your father | frequently wrote day after
day, often sitting at the table close by him, he sitting with his face buried in his hat, with the
stone in it, and dictating hour after hour with nothing between us.

Question. Had he not a book or manuscript from which he read, or dictated to you?
Answer. He had neither manuscript nor book to read from.

Question. Could he not have had, and you not know it?

Answer. If he had had anything of the kind he could not have concealed it from me.
Question. Are you sure that he had the plates at the time you were writing for him?

Answer. The plates often lay on the table without any attempt at concealment, wrapped in a
small linen tablecloth, which I had given him to fold them in. | once felt of the plates, as they thus
lay on the table, tracing their outline and shape. They seemed to be pliable like thick paper, and
would rustle with a metallic sound when the edges were moved by the thumb, as one does
sometimes thumb the edges of a book.

21



Question. Where did father and Oliver Cowdery write?

Answer. Oliver Cowdery and your father wrote in the room where | was
at work.

Question. Could not father have dictated the Book of Mormon to you,
Oliver Cowdery and the others who wrote for him, after having first
written it, or having first read it out of some book?

Answer. Joseph Smith (and for the first time she used his name direct,
having usually used the words, "your father" or "my husband") could
neither write nor dictate a coherent and well-worded letter, let alone
dictate a book like the Book of Mormon. And, though | was an active
participant in the scenes that transpired, and was present during the
translation of the plates, and had cognizance of things as they
transpired, it is marvelous to me, "a marvel and a wonder," as much so
as to anyone else.
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Question. | should suppose that you would have uncovered the plates and examined them?

Answer. | did not attempt to handle the plates, other than | have told you, nor uncover them to
look at them. | was satisfied that it was the work of God, and therefore did not feel it to be
necessary to do so;

Major Bidamon here suggested: Did Mr. Smith forbid your examining the plates?

Answer. | do not think he did. | knew that he had them, and was not specially curious about
them. | moved them from place to place on the table, as it was necessary in doing my work.

Question. Mother, what is your belief about the authenticity, or origin, of the Book of Mormon?

Answer. My belief is that the Book of Mormon is of divine authenticity - | have not the slightest
doubt of it. | am satisfied that no man could have dictated the writing of the manuscripts unless
he was inspired; for, when acting as his scribe, your father would dictate to me hour after hour,
and when returning after meals, or after interruptions, he could at once begin where he had left
off, without either seeing the manuscript or having any portion of it read to him. This was a
usual thing for him to do. It would have been improbable that a learned man could do this; and,
for one so ignorant and unlearned as he was, it was simply impossible.

("Last Testimony of Sister Emma," Saint's Herald, Vol. 26, No 19 p. 289. (1 October 1879)
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