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Introduction:
Jesus in Isaiah 53



THE GOSPEL IN THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS - ISAIAH 53
http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/isaiah

http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/isaiah
http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/isaiah


Behold, my servant shall act wisely; 
he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted. 

As many were astonished at you—
 his appearance was so marred, 

beyond human semblance, 
and his form 

beyond that of the children of mankind
— so shall he sprinkle many nations; 

kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
for that which has not been told them 

they see, 
and that which they have not heard 

they understand. 
(Isaiah 52:13-14)

Who is this about?

http://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/printerFriendly.cfm?b=Isa&c=52&t=ESVP&x=11&y=9#fnt__1
http://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/printerFriendly.cfm?b=Isa&c=52&t=ESVP&x=11&y=9#fnt__2


Who has believed what he has heard from us? 
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 

revealed? 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty 
that we should look at him, 

and no beauty 
that we should desire him. 

(Isaiah 53:1-2)

Who is this about?



"He was despised and rejected by men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Surely he has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. 

(Isaiah 53:3-8)

Who is this about?



"But he was wounded for our transgressions; 
he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with his stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned--every one--to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. " 

(Isaiah 53:3-8)

Who is this about?



He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

so he opened not his mouth. 
By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 

and as for his generation, 
who considered that he was 

cut off out of the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people?" 

(Isaiah 53:3-8)

Who is this about?



And they made his grave with the wicked 
and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

(Isaiah 53:9-12)

Who is this about?



Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 
he has put him to grief; 

when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
he shall see his offspring; 
he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
Out of the anguish of his soul 
he shall see and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge shall the righteous one, 
my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, 

and he shall bear their iniquities. 
(Isaiah 53:9-12)

Who is this about?



Therefore 
I will divide him a portion with the many, 

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death and was 

numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 

and makes intercession for the transgressors. 
(Isaiah 53:9-12)

Who is this about?



Questions from Isaiah 53
When was this written? Who wrote it?

○ 700 BC by Isaiah 
Is this Old Testament or New Testament?

○ Old Testament
When was Jesus born?

○ Approximately 1 BC 



Questions from Isaiah 53
When was this written? Who wrote it?

○ 700 BC by Isaiah 
Is this Old Testament or New Testament?

○ Old Testament
When was Jesus born?

○ Approximately 1 BC 
Who is this about? Who died for our sins? 

○ Jesus Christ, who was crucified for us.
How do we know this prophecy is about Jesus?

○ See the fulfillment in Jesus as recorded in the NT gospels.
● Fulfilled prophecy is evidence for the gospel in the 

Old Testament (confirmed by Dead Sea Scrolls). 



What are the Dead Sea Scrolls?

● Ancient Manuscripts (Biblical and extrabiblical)
● Found by Bedouins between 1947-1956
● Caves of Qumran near the Dead Sea. 
● Containing 38 of 39 Old Testament books
● The best preserved book "Great Isaiah Scroll"
● Writings predate the birth of Christ



Old Testament
Prophecy
Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:21-23
Isaiah 9:6-7 John 1:14, 3:16
Isaiah 53 Acts 8:32-35
Isaiah 61:1-2a Luke 4:14-22

There are hundreds of fulfilled prophecies.

Look for Jesus when you read the OT.
Look for the OT when you read the NT.

New Testament
Fulfillment



"So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the 
prophet and asked, 'Do you understand what you are 
reading?'  31  And he said, 'How can I, unless 
someone guides me?' And he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him.  32  Now the passage of the Scripture 
that he was reading was this: 'Like a sheep he was 
led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its 
shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth.  33  In 
his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away 
from the earth.'  34  And the eunuch said to Philip, 
'About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?'  35  Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he 
told him the good news about Jesus. (Acts 8:30-35)



We are living in times that are  
more secular, unbelieving and 
skeptical. They may declare that 
the Bible has been changed. We 
declare that it hasn't changed. 
Some valid questions: 
● How do you know that? 
● Why should I believe that? 
● Do you have any evidence?
We are called: 
1. to declare the Gospel 
2. to defend the Gospel with 

reasons why we believe it.

WHY APOLOGETICS
IS IMPORTANT

Picture: My sister promoting 
her atheistic worldview.



When should we give a defense for the gospel?
Christian: Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells 
me so. (John 3:16)
Skeptic: Good for you. I don't believe in that.
Christian: Jesus said, "Believe the Gospel" & "all who 
believe will be saved." (Mark 1:15, 16:16)
Skeptic: Why should I believe that?
Christian: Because the Bible says so.
Skeptic: How do you know that to be true?
Christian: It's God's word. God can't lie. (Heb. 6:18)
Skeptic: How do you know that it's God's word?
Christian: The Bible says "All Scripture is inspired..."
Skeptic: Do you have any evidence that what you are 
declaring is actually, reliably and verifiably true?
(Here we should start defending our declarations.)
Christian: YES! And I can show you...



1 Peter 3:15  
"but in your hearts honor 
Christ the Lord as holy,

always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone 

who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it 
with gentleness and respect" 

BE READY TO
GIVE REASONS
WITH RESPECT



When there are competing claims, 
how do we know who is right?

● Mormons: I prayed about the book of Mormon 
and the Spirit told me it's true, the Bible is not.

● Muslims: The Quran is true, the Bible is corrupt.
● Christians: The Bible is true, it hasn't changed 

and we have evidence to support that.
We all have different "scriptures" that we are 

leaning upon for our authority. But the question is: 
"Who has the best evidence to show that our 

scriptures are in fact the word of God?"
If it's objectivly true, if it's absolutly true, then there 

should be other forms of evidence to support it.



Find the Gospel in the Dead Sea Scrolls
Recommended videos on youtube: 

Importance of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls 

by Randall Niles
 www.gotquestions.org

Proof the Bible is the 
Word of God

by Chad Williams, author of Seal of God
www.streetapologetics.org

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxdoJJhVsEA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEDv00fe-Gk
http://www.gotquestions.org
http://www.streetapologetics.org
http://www.streetapologetics.org


(Wikipedia article)





1. Wikipedia articles: "the Dead Sea Scrolls"
- Content of the scrolls (Biblical, extra-Biblical)
- Check the dating of the scrolls (BC)
- Destroys some arguments about Bible changes.

Find the Gospel in the Dead Sea Scrolls



"Many minor differences from the later Masoretic text... 
most are simply grammatical that does not alter the pronunciation 
...some added words that do not significantly alter the meaning"



Google published the Isaiah scroll online.
Find the Gospel in the Dead Sea Scrolls

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rYj_0foJYA


SHOWING THE EVIDENCE
The Great Isaiah Scroll
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=3YQNcbiM0oM

If it's objectively, absolutely true, then there can be objective 
evidence that supports it. There is evidence to prove the truth of 

the Biblical Gospel. I'll show you and you can show this to 
unbelievers.

Looking at Isaiah 53 at the Israel 
Museum in Jerusalem

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3YQNcbiM0oM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=3YQNcbiM0oM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=3YQNcbiM0oM


Find the Gospel in the Dead Sea Scrolls





Find the Gospel in the Dead Sea Scrolls
See the English translation.



Now that we know about the age and 
accuracy of the Biblical scroll, 

let's now look at the PROPHETIC 
CONTENT of the scrolls:

Premise: If it is from God, who 
knows/plans/controls the future, 

then He can accurately tell us what 
is going to happen according to His 

foreknowledge, plan of salvation and 
supernatural work in the world.



Find the Gospel in the Dead Sea Scrolls
Look closer into Isaiah's prophecies to find Jesus.



Find the Gospel in the Dead Sea Scrolls
Search the New Testament for fulfillment of Isaiah.



Isaiah is cited 85 times the New 
Testament

Isaiah 1:9 Romans 9:29
Isaiah 5:9 James 5:44
Isaiah 6:3 Revelation 4:8
Isaiah 6:9 Matt. 13:14, Mark 4:12, Acts 28:26
Isaiah 6:10 John 12:40
Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:23
Isaiah 8:10 Matthew 1:23
Isaiah 8:12-13 1 Peter 3:14-15
Isaiah 8:14 1 Peter 2:8, Romans 9:33
Isaiah 8:17-18 Hebrews 2:13
Isaiah 8:23-9:1 Matthew 4:15-16 



EVIDENCE FOR THE 
SUPERNATURAL CLAIMS 

OF THE BIBLE: 
ANCIENT PROPHECIES 
IN THE SCROLLS HAVE 

BEEN FULFILLED IN 
JESUS CHRIST.



Pay attention to "the prophetic word 
made more sure" 

2 Peter 1:19-21 NASB  
19  So we have the prophetic word made more 
sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a 
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 
and the morning star arises in your hearts. 
20  But know this first of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,  
21  for no prophecy was ever made by an act of 
human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God.



The "the prophetic word made more 
sure word"
Isaiah 44:7  Who is like Me? Let him 
proclaim and declare it; Yes, let him 
recount it to Me in order ... And let them 
declare to them the things that are 
coming And the events that are going 
to take place.



THE PROBLEM: SIN
- God's law is holy, just & good.
- Breaking God's law is sin.
- Adam and Eve sinned & died.
- All have sinned & fall short of glory.
- You have sinned against God.
- Result of sin is separation from 
God, physical & spiritual death.
- Sinners cannot save themselves.
Who can save from sin & death?



The Gospel preached in the Old Testament
Protoevangelion
The Gospel was first foretold by God to Satan after the fall: 

"I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her Offspring (seed); 

He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel." 
Genesis 3:15

1. God promised a special Seed of the woman (protagonist). 
2. Satan and his followers (antagonists) will oppose the Seed 
3. The Seed will be pierced through his heel (die on the cross)
4. The Seed will crush Satan's head (triumph at the cross)
Who would the promised one be? 



The "more sure word of prophecy"

Ezekiel 33:33  "So when it comes to pass--as 
surely it will--then they will know that a prophet 
has been in their midst."
John 13:19  "From now on I am telling you 
before it comes to pass, so that when it does 
occur, you may believe that I am He."



Isaiah 42:1-9 NASB 
1 "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My 
soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice 
to the nations.  2  "He will not cry out or raise  His voice, Nor make His 
voice heard in the street.  3  "A bruised reed He will not break And a 
dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth 
justice.  4  "He will not be disheartened or crushed Until He has 
established justice in the earth; And the coast lands will wait 
expectantly for His law."
5  Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched 
them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath 
to the people on it And spirit to those who walk in it,  
6  "I am the LORD, I have called You in righteousness, I will also hold 
You by the hand and watch over You, And I will appoint You as a 
covenant to the people, As a light to the nations,  7  To open blind eyes, 
To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And those who dwell in 
darkness from the prison.  
8  "I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, 
Nor My praise to graven images.  9  "Behold, the former things have 
come to pass, Now I declare new things; Before they spring forth I 
proclaim them to you."



YES, WE CAN!
Why? Because God has given us "the more sure 
word of prophecy" concerning the Messiah/Christ. 
Gen 3:15 (4000 BC) Satan "will bruise His heel"
Psalm 22: (1000 BC) "pierced hands and feet"
Isaiah 53 (700 BC) "bruised for our iniquities"

DSS Copies (100 BC) unchanged, speaks of Jesus.
300+ Prophecies fulfilled in Christ's 1st coming.

500+ witnesses (30AD) Christ crucified, resurrected.
The Promised one is none other than Jesus Christ.
He lived a sinless life, taught the truth, healed the 

sick, died for our sins and rose from the dead. 
This evidence gives us good reason to believe in the 
Bible's good news about Jesus. Will you trust Him?

Conclusion: Can we trust Him?



- Ravi Zacharias

"You will find that in answers to questions, 
the biggest danger is to get so cerebral, 

that you forget the source of the answers.
Sometimes a relationship with Christ is far 

greater than any cerebral answer you can give 
to a question.

...
Apologetics is the seasoning, 
the gospel is the main course. 

You do not want too much seasoning 
or it will make the main course insipid."



"Famous" Reasons for hope
Fulfilled prophecy ("the more sure word" 2 Peter 1:19 )
Archaeology (Dead sea scrolls found in Qumran)
Manuscript authority (The Great Isaiah Scroll)
Observers of Christ (NT eyewitnesses, historians)
Unwillingness of martyrs to deny it (Resurrection)
Salvation experience (The result of hope in Jesus)



● Background: Raised in 
Christian/agnostic family

1995 Called to be a disciple.
1997 Calvary Monterey
● Hunger for God's word
1998-1999 CCBC
● Paper "Jesus in Isaiah"
● Called to Missions
2000-2001 Calvary Monterey
2002-2004 Mission: Ukraine
2005-2006 Calvary Monterey
2007-2012 Mission: Latvia
● Taught "Jesus in the O.T." 

60 weeks, book by book.

My Background
Brenten Powers & Family


