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since time immemorial symbol of life and fertility, blood, death, love and immortality

in ancient Greece attributed to the gods of the Underworld, Hades and Persephone

in Christian iconography symbol of the Passion and Resurrection of Christ



The pomegranate

In Western Painting






The pomegranate, a religious theme ...



angels

lilies, roses
and

the pomegranate in Mary's hand

symbolizing
Christ's Passion
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Sandro Botticelli

Madonna of the Pomegranate

La Vierge a la grenade
1487

Galleria degli Uffizi, Florence
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the pomegranate in Mary's hand alludes
to Christ's sacrifice and resurrection

Fra Angelico

The Virgin with the Pomegranate
la Vierge a la Grenade

1426

Museo Nacional del Prado, Madrid
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a pomegranate, symbol of the Passion

fruit such as apples and pears appear in many
Bellini paintings of the Virgin and Child

Giovanni Bellini

The Virgin and Child

La Vierge a ’Enfant
1480-1490

National Gallery, London
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Pomegranate and the portrait ...
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a pomegranate,

a symbol of cohesion in diversity and
thus of the Holy Roman Empire

Albrecht Durer
Portrait of Emperor Maximilian |

Portrait de I'empereur Maximilien ler
1519

Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna













the pomegranate,

an allusion to charity and inner richness

Niccolo dell'Abbate

Portrait of a young Man with Parrot and Pomegranate
Portrait de jeune homme avec perroquet et grenade
1540

Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna
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The pomegranate, a still life ...
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a stone entablature

a porcelain and gilt bronze coffee pot with
flower decorations

two stemware

a knife

red muscat grapes and white grapes

a pear and two apples

And

an open pomegranate masking a
pomegranate closed

Jean-Baptiste Siméon Chardin
Grapes and Pomegranates

Nature morte avec raisins et grenades
1763

Musée du Louvre, Paris










... there are no words to
describe the beauty and
Intensity of this
composition, so simple,
so modern, so moving

Paul Cézanne

Grenade et poires dans une
assiette

Still Life with Pomegranate and
Pears

1885-1890

Collection particuliere



















Dalinian pomegranate ...












{ \

o |
At A
ol

[
~ndlg

:'340|






















jo
Ly

N -
- h .
» /
. ' 4 \» .
\ l‘f ’
2 7 i
: ™ . 29 § %
. ) ~1 1 S,
d J § e
1, J - ¢ { -0
- . 1 4 B
1 : ; 4
E
» 4 L t
. ‘ W |
\ ' Y, 4 = .\_'!~‘
. ¢ o
- -

: : ' 4 .
/-
w _ p
4 ~ ™
3 | 3 4

QW) NN




Fruit in Western Painting

A apple, a peach, a golden pear, a juicy strawberry, an pomegranate ...

for painters of Byzantine, Gothic, Northern Renaissance and Italian Renaissance periods, fruit was part of a
rich visual language.

Art-works exhibited in public, mostly in churches, were a stern proclamation that everyone could readily

understand.
Throughout Western history these paintings with their symbolism, have been used as guides in illuminating

the divine mysteries of the faith.



