
 

1

Mary Magdalene 

Reading:  Luke 27:50 to 28:8

Laindon Bible Class – 6th April, 2011

A character study  
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Mary Magdalene 

Nuneaton and Rugby Bible Class – 21st January, 2009

1. Her name.
2. Where her name appears in scripture.
3. Are there any other passages in scripture 

that refer to her.
4. The incidents in which Mary Magdalene was 

involved.
5. Her character and example with its lessons 

for us.
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Mary Magdalene 
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Magdala about 1900 
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Ruins of Magdala today
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Magdala was a port 

Matthew 15:39 And he sent away the multitude, and took 
ship, and came into the coasts of Magdala
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In Luke 7 Jesus journeyed from Capernaum to Nain
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Mary Magdalene 

Nuneaton and Rugby Bible Class – 21st January, 2009

Mary the mother of Jesus
Mary Magdalene
Mary the sister of Martha
Mary the mother of James
Mary the mother of James the less and Joses
Mary the mother of John Mark 
Mary one of Paul’s helpers in Rome
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Mary Magdalene 

Matthew 27:56 & 61 and 28:1
Mark 15:40 & 47  and 16:1 & 9
Luke 8:2 and Luke 24:10  
John 19:25 and John 20:1, (11), (16) & 18

She is mentioned by name 14 times

1.  Her healing and commitment to Christ
2.  Her presence at the Crucifixion
3.  Her visits to Christ’s tomb and meeting with him 

In connection with three happenings
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Luke 7:36-50; John 12:1-11 and Matt 26:6-13; & Mark 14:1-9

Do these involve Mary Magdalene? 

1. Jesus feet anointed with “ointment” -  μ ρον – ύ
Strong says probably myrrh - σμ ρναύ

Luke 7:37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was 
a sinner,  when she knew that Jesus  sat at meat in the 
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment.
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Luke 7:37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was 
a sinner,  when she knew that Jesus  sat at meat in the 
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment.

Do these involve Mary Magdalene? 

1. Jesus feet anointed with “ointment” -  μ ρον – ύ
Strong says probably myrrh - σμ ρναύ

Luke 7:36-50; John 12:1-11 and Matt 26:6-13; & Mark 14:1-9



 

12

John 12:3 Then took Mary 
a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was 
filled with the odour of the ointment.  [:1 Six days before passover]

(sister of Martha and Lazarus)

2. Jesus feet anointed with ointment of “spikenard” - ν ρδος ά
generally reckoned to be the root of Nardostachys jatamansi (Indian) 

Do these involve Mary Magdalene? 

Luke 7:37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was 
a sinner,  when she knew that Jesus  sat at meat in the 
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment.

1. Jesus feet anointed with “ointment” -  μ ρον – ύ
Strong says probably myrrh - σμ ρναύ

Luke 7:36-50; John 12:1-11 and Matt 26:6-13; & Mark 14:1-9
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John 12:3 Then took Mary 
a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was 
filled with the odour of the ointment.  [:1 Six days before passover]

(sister of Martha and Lazarus)

2. Jesus feet anointed with ointment of “spikenard” - ν ρδος ά
generally reckoned to be the root of Nardostachys jatamansi (Indian) 

Do these involve Mary Magdalene? 

Luke 7:37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was 
a sinner,  when she knew that Jesus  sat at meat in the 
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment.

1. Jesus feet anointed with “ointment” -  μ ρον – ύ
Strong says probably myrrh - σμ ρναύ

3. Jesus head anointed – Matt 26:6-13: Mark 14:1-9 

House of Simon the leper in Bethany 2 days before the passover, 
where gospel preached shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. 

Luke 7:36-50; John 12:1-11 and Matt 26:6-13; & Mark 14:1-9
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Matthew 27:56 Among which was Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of 
Zebedee's children.

Matthew 

27:56
Mary 

Magdalene

Mary the mother 
of James and 

Joses

the mother of 
Zebedee’s 

children

At the cross
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Mark 
15:40

Mary 
Magdalene

Mark 15:40 There were also women looking on afar off: 
among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James the less and of Joses, and Salome.

Matthew 

27:56
Mary 

Magdalene

Mary the mother 
of James and 

Joses

the mother of 
Zebedee’s 

children
Mary the mother 
of James the less 

and of Joses
Salome

At the cross
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John 19:25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his 
mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife  of 
Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.

Matthew 

27:56
Mary 

Magdalene

Mary the mother 
of James and 

Joses

the mother of 
Zebedee’s 

children

Mark 
15:40

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary the mother 
of James the less 

and of Joses
Salome

his (Jesus)
Mother

his (Jesus) 
mother’s 

Sister

John 
19:25

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary, 
wife of 

Cleopas

Matthew 13:55  Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his 
mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, 
and Simon, and Judas?

At the cross
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Matthew 28:1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first day  of the week, came Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.

Matthew 
28:1

Mary 
Magdalene

the other Mary 

Salome - mother 
of Zebedee’s 

children

At the cross

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, James 

and Joses

Mary, 
wife of 

Cleopas
At the tomb



 

18

Salome

Mark 16:1 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother  of James, and Salome, had bought 
sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him.

Matthew 
28:1

Mary 
Magdalene

the other Mary 

Salome - mother 
of Zebedee’s 

children

At the cross

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, James 

and Joses

Mary, 
wife of 

Cleopas

Matthew 
28:1

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary the mother 
of James

At the tomb

At the cross

At the tomb
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Luke 24:10 It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary 
the mother  of James, and other women that were  with them, 
which told these things unto the apostles.

Matthew 
28:1

Mary 
Magdalene

the other Mary 

Salome - mother 
of Zebedee’s 

children

At the cross

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, James 

and Joses

Mary, 
wife of 

Cleopas

Matthew 
28:1

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary the mother 
of James

JoannaLuke 
24:10

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary the mother 
of James

At the tomb

Salome

other 
women

Luke 8 2  ... healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called 
Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils, 3 ... Joanna the wife 
of Chuza Herod's steward, ... ministered ... of their substance.

Joanna 
wife Chuza
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John 20:1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 
early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the 
stone taken away from the sepulchre.

Matthew 
28:1

Mary 
Magdalene

the other Mary 

Salome - mother 
of Zebedee’s 

children

At the cross

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, James 

and Joses

Mary, 
wife of 

Cleopas

Matthew 
28:1

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary the mother 
of James

JoannaLuke 
24:10

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary the mother 
of James

At the tomb

Salome

other 
women

Joanna 
wife Chuza

John 
20:1

Mary 
Magdalene

 

John 20:2 2 Then she runneth, ... and 
saith unto them, They have taken away 
the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we 
know not where they have laid himand others?
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John 20:1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 
early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the 
stone taken away from the sepulchre.

Matthew 
28:1

Mary 
Magdalene

the other Mary 

Salome - mother 
of Zebedee’s 

children

At the cross

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, James 

and Joses

the wife 
of 

Cleopas

Matthew 
28:1

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary the mother 
of James

JoannaLuke 
24:10

Mary 
Magdalene

Mary the mother 
of James

At the tomb

Salome

other 
women

Joanna 
wife ChuzaLuke 23:55 And the women also, which 

came with him from Galilee, followed 
after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how 
his body was laid. 

John 
20:1

Mary 
Magdalene

 and others?
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Mary Magdalene
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Mary Magdalene
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