Qutcomes:

Hi explains asPects of religions and belief systems

H2 describes and analgses the influences og religion and belief
systems on individuals and societg

H4 describes and analgses how aspects of religious traditions are
exl:)ressed bﬂ their adherents

H5 evaluates the influence of religious traditions in the life of
adherents

Hé organises, analgses and sgthesises relevant information about
Eﬁgion from a varietg of sources, considering USC]CUIHCSS) validitg
and bias

H7 conducts effective research about religion and evaluates the
Indings from the research

H8 uses aPProPriate terminologg related to religion and belief
sgstems

H9 coherentlg and egectivelg communicates information, ideas and

Issues using al:)ProPriate written, oral and gral:)hic forms




Students learn
about:

*The contribution to Christianitg
of ONE signiticant person @]¢
school of t ought, other than
Jesus

'The cgf_:cfc of tha‘t person OK



Students learn to:

'Explain the contribution to the
development ana exPression of
Christianity of ONE signhcicant person
OR schoo?o{: thought) other than Jesus

'Anaqgse the imPac’c of this person OR
school of thought on Christianitq



Students learn to:

Analyse

Ident y comPonents and the relationship
between them; draw out and relate
implications

Explain

Relate cause and egect; make the
relationshil:) evidentg Provicie whg ancl/ or
how




OF

MAGDALA




WHO WAS MARY OF MAGDALA?

Marg of Magdala was one of the earliest and most devoted
followers of Jesus. She was among those who saw him die on
the cross and she was the first person to see him alive after
the resurrection.

Marg of Magclala is also known as:
X Mary l\/\agclalene
% The Magclalene

X Mary Magclala




A Galilean, from Magclaia

The Magclalcne is identified in relation to a citg (Lk 8:2) and is not
identified in relation to another person; she is not anyone’s mother,
wite or sister. Thisis extremelg unusual for Biblical women

Her surname comes from her home town of Magdala — a commercial
ﬁshing town on Lake Gennesaret (Sea of Galilee). Named Tarichea
in Greek, Magclala was a trade centre on an international trade
route

We know from recent archaeological excavation that there was a
synagogue there

In rabbinic literature of the 1=t century the town had developecl a
bad rel:)utation seeming to stem from corrup‘cion brought about b
excessive wealth. Peréaps this element had something to do wit
the confusion over attributing the character of the ‘sinner’ to MM
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AIwags named first

In all 4 gospels MM is named first when the Galilean
women are mentioned

For example, Mk 15:40; Mk 15:47, Mk 16:1; Mt 27:56;
L k 8:2; Jn 20:1

The onlg excePtion s Jn19:25

This would indicate that MM was a leader, or at the
very least a ségniﬁcant member of the Communitg (ct
Nag Hammadi Texts esp. Gospel of Philil:) and
Gosloel of Marg)



Healed 133

Jesus
MM was healed of demonic Possession ( Mk 16:9; and Lk

8:2)

The ancients attributed many illnesses to demonic
, g " ,

possession, though toclag we mxght &lagnose these

People as ePilePtics or schizophrenics

Nothing though in the Scril:)tures suggests MM was
Possessecl because she was sinful

The Mag&alene suttered from a serious mental illness
and was one of those women who came to follow Jesus
as a result oF her cure



Witness to the

C”'uci{:ixi n o
Al 4 Gospe S Place MM at the Crucncmon, Death
and Burial of Jesus

See Mk 15:40; Mt 27:56; Jn 19:25 (Crucitixion and
Death)

See Mk 15:47: Mt 27:61; Lk 23:55; (Burial)

This Eresenc:e cnc the women contrasts starklg Wi’th
the absence of the male clisciloles



Witness to the

Resy al'ldc(ﬁi@pels Place MM as witness to the
Resurrection (Mk 16:9-11; Mt 28:1-10; Lk 24-:1-12)

MM as witness to the resurrection is esl:)ecia”g
highlightecl in the Gospel of John: Jn 20:1-18

Not on|9 does MM witness the Risen Lord, but she is
commissioned ]93 Jesus to go and tell the Apostles —
Jn 20:17. By Paul’s own clc%inition, this makes MM
A/oost/c to the A/Dost/es (1 Cor 9:1)

MM witness to the Risen Lord is also acknowleclgecl
in the Gnostic Gospe/ of Peter



Jesus chose to
appear to MM
first  after the
resurrection and
she was then
commissioned bg
Jesus to go out to
others and tell
them of the goo&
News — ‘Apost/c
to the Apost/cs’



Misconccptions
surrounding the
idcntity of Mary
Magdalcne and

Possible reasons for




* Mary Magclalene s not
the ‘repentant’ woman
of scril:)ture. She was
not the ‘woman of the

citg who was a sinner’.

e Luke 7 introduces the
one ‘who was a sinner’
with no introduction — a
woman of the streets,

Probablg a Prostitute —

wanting to be treated as



e Luke 8 s ta”dng
about the women
clisci[:)les of Jesus.
Mary from the town
of Magclala IS
angthing but a

woman omc the streets.

e She s imPortant

enough to ]:)e
identitied — an



i)

Whg the confusion?

The misinterl:)retation of Marg as a converted
Prostitute is created bg a mergi ng of texts
about

an unknown woman who signs Jesus' impencling
death by breaking ajar of tunc—:rary ointment on his
head (Mark 4:3%-9), a Prophetic gesture, not an
exPression of Penitence for sin).

With Luke’s rewriting of the incident as the storg of
an unnamed woman sinner who breaks the ointment
on Jesus' feet as a sign of Penitence (Luke

— 7/ ~~\



159 combining these
texts, the ~ Church
E/‘aints a picture of
ary Mag alene/ as a
weepin / sinner,
therebg dlsplacmg

her from her origmal
1igh status as the
eader of the faithful
remnant of Jesus
apostles who founds
the Church’s
Preaching of the

resurrection.




Sinner or clisciple?

e The unnamed woman becomes Mary Magdalene.
All women are attributed with the same weakness
and sin. One sins and theg all sin. The translators
of the Bible attributed the worst sin theg could to
this woman, Prostitution —asinof sexuali{y and
one onlg a woman could commit.

e The confusion between the sinner and the
clisciple can also be attributed to Gregorg the
Great and misidentification in the Latin Church.

e On September 4, 591 F’oPe Gregory the Great
gave a ﬁomilg in Rome that Pronouncecl that Marg

Magcla ene. L uke’s upnamed sinner. and Maru of



The teac:hing of
Gregorg was suPPortecl
bg artists who

repeated| ut Mar
MEF; clalen?t ini)o the rolg
of %ﬂe repentant sinner
and the error was
seldom, if ever, ogiciaug
corrected.

The image of sinner has
been ingrainecl in the
imaginations of
centuries of Christians
and IS one that

continues to be
B T2 art
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Exl:)/ain the contribution to the &e\/elopment and
exl:)ression of Chris‘ciani‘c%1 of ONE signhcicant
t, other than Jesus

person OR school of thoug




The attitude to women in
Ist centurg Palestine

C Time was nis oreatment o arg



Mary’s rclationship with
Jesus




ary as one of the healed
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APostle to
the APostles




By St Paul’'s own definition of apost/e ie someone who has
had a direct experience of the Risen Chris’c, MM is the aPostle
to the al:)ostles (1 Cor 9:1).

When MM announces / have seen the Lord she uses a formula
of authoritg, one that confirms her credentials as an aPos’cle.
This is the same one that Paul uses to ad amantly insist on his
own al:)ostolic authoritg (Rom 1:1). This is the same formula
that is used ]39 others who claim aposto ic status (Lk 2454
Jn ZO:Zﬁ) .

MM’s title APostle to the Apos’cles is also confirmed in the
fact that she was not onlg commissioned bg Jesus, but that
she fulfilled her commissioning, announcing to the aPostles
and clisciples Jesus’ message. MM’s announcement s
received and believed in the communitg as when Jesus
appears again he does not rePcat what MM had told
them — he presumes they know it!




DlsoPlc
MM s Presentecl as a
faithful an ideal

clisciple.
Fo”owing her
experience of a

wondrous act of Jesus
MM is called to follow
him and remained with

him.

This act of leaving her home and Fo”owing Jesus
signhcies her wholehearted dedication to Jesus and his
mission and sets MM aPart as an example of service and

ministry.



In the appearance storg MM 1s an example of total
devotion both in going to the tomb and in her anxietg to
anoint the bodg of Jesus (Un 20: 14-18).

The apocrgphal Gospe/ of Thomas clearlg Places l\/\arg
N a Position equal to that of Peter and the D/é/ogue of
the Saviour Praises VIVIECR aPostle who excels all
the others.

The Gnostic Gosloe/ of P/w’///’o expresslg states MM’s
role as cliscil:)le:

There were three who walked a/ways with the Lord: his

mother Marg, her sister, and the Maga’a/ene. " ( Gospe/
of Philip)



Mark names two criteria for genuine cliscipleship:

‘{:o”owing Jesus, even at the risk of one’s own life (Mk
8:34-3%8); and,
‘bccoming a servant of all (Mk 9:35; 10:42-45)

Those who travelled with Jesus abandoned home, Family, Property, and
securitg. In solidaritg with the poor they shared Jesus’ Prol:)ertgless
existence and Placecl all their nope in the ir%Lreaking of the reign of God.
The consequence of this radical ethos of abandonment an letting~go
within the communi‘c9 of cliscip es was the equality of all.

Service, which was l:)racticecl by all clisciples, male and Female, was the
surrender of time, strength, anc? abilities, solidaritg with one’s siblings in
the reign of God; Proclamation of the reign of God now close at hand,
inclucling Preaching, healing the sick, and the offer of divine peace (Mt
10:7-8, 12-13; Lk 9:2.10:5).

The passage in Mk 15:40-41 specixcica”g names Marg of Ma%clala as a
cliscil:)le and describes her Pemcorming these two essential elements of

cliscnpleship.



ho
t woman

tlﬁe woman w
Irs

IS
becomes the ¢
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MM was chosen bg Jesus as the means of takin
to the ¢ isci[:) es, after the sorrow and darkness o%
the Passion, the Proclamation of the overcoming
of death and the victorg of life.

It must be remembered that in Hebrew societg at
the time, a woman’s witness had no value, yet
Jesus chose MM.

She helpecl teach the wider Communitg about the
will of God and about Christianitq.



MM was a leader of both
the women (MM s
continua“9 mentioned
in the Gosl:)els as the
Ieacling woman clisciple
in  Jesus’ comPang)
and the commumtg
(the Gnostic tradition
made her the exemplar
of women’s aPostolic

authoritg an the
| disciple closest to
Saint Mary Maadalene Parish has a beautiful :iiI'I-EIZI glass refief imaoe. JCS us ) .




Marg Magdalene had
the c]ualities of a
leader (her position
is akin to Miriam’s [, % .
osition in  the '
xodus community). g

In all the Gospels, MM
lola s the Part of the
eader O the
company of women
who' remain faithful
to Jesus at the
cross when the male ;
disciples ran away.




Especia”g indicative of MM’s role of Ieaclershil:) of the
women in Particular and the community in general, is the
fact that after the Calvarg experience, the group reforms
around her and at dawn sets out for the tomb of Jesus
(Mk 16:1-2; Mt 28: 1; Lk 24 1-10).

MM role of leadership IS Particu]arlg evident in the Gnostic
writing, esPeciang the Gosloe/ of Mary where the rivalrg
between Peter and MM is qui’ce explicit.

Indeed, the Gnostic Gospel of Thomas places Mary in a
b P P Y
Posxtxon equal to Peter:

‘Lev.. .rep/iea’ to Feter: “Peter, you are a/ways angry. Now

/OOL. 11011 are freatino f/w}s wWwoman as 7ol WOLJ/C], freat an



Accorcling to Lk (83) she contributed wealth (the Greek
Possessive ronoun, autais, is feminine Plural so 1t can
only mean that the resources belonged to the women).
MM, Joanna and Susanna, along with the other Galilean
women, were Presented in the Gospel of Luke as wealthg

patrons of the mission (cf Mk 15:40-41; Mt 27 55-56) .

While it is true that the Patriarchal system ensured that
women were economica”9 clepenclent under some
circumstances women could inherit money and property
(Num 27: 8). Man9 women earned money 139 working, eg
Lgclia and Prisca.

Sme schnlar.c, Nnronnse MM et were naot tieino H‘neir WA



Witness to the

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*




It is signhcicant that in John’s Gospelj where MM is
so active and Vocal, Peter and the Beloved
Disciple are Passi\/e and silent.

Jesus calls MM bg name at their meeting at the
tomb.

It is interesting, or magbe even sad, to note that
still tocﬂag the reacﬂings for Easter Sunciag Mass
do not contain John’s Gospel account of MM and
her conversation with Jesus and his commissionin
of her. These are instead relegatecl to midwee%
Mass.

The Roman Missal was revised and updated in1969.



The New Testament Eve

The Magclalene became the New Testament Eve
whose sin had been gorgi\/en but whose character was

forever cast in question.

As a resuit oF tnis error ner strengtn ancl sPecia‘

ca”ing l‘laVC b@éﬂ OVCFIOO‘(CCI.

The Prominence given her to bg Jesus and the
Prominence gi\/en to women In general was also

OV@FIOO‘(CCI .

Some feminist tneologians have no doubt that The

Magclalene’s reputation was cleliberatelg altered to
T T I C L I !



T he
Magdalcnc

in Art



There are many sgmbols associated with Magclalene
Paintings:

Red hair: there has been a long association between
unbound hair and female sexuality. In this instance the hair
IS usua”g red, onlg aclding to the suspect character of the
woman.

Alabaster jar: used to carry oil in. In this instance it is
often used fo reflect the anointing of Jesus bg the ‘sinner
Mary’. However, for MM it could also sgmbolise the
anointing of Jesus after his burial as well as the common
OT sym olism of anointing in relation to the Messiah and

divine leaclership.

Readin%: This sgmbolises MM as learned and
con‘_cemp ative. It also could reflect Jesus as the World of



Green/Red/Yellow : Green denotes youth and
Fertilitg while the 96”0\/\// golcl are rich colours that
denote a worlc”g woman.

Egg: Accorcling to legend, MM took an egeg to the
Roman Emperor Tiberius and Proclaimecl that the
L ord had Risen. When the Emperor rePlied that
the cgg had as much chance as turning red as

Christ did of rising, the egg turned red in her hand.

Skull: refers to the skull of Adam and Christ as
the New Adam.
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The Magdalene’s name has survived the
redactions and edi‘cing of the earlg ages. This
indicates she was too well known in the ear|9
Communitg for her name to be suPPressecl. She
Was J:Jart of an oral tradition too well attested to
admit of change.

It i1s strong evidence that she had imPortance and
authoritg. This is especiang SO consiclering the
canonical osPels were written away from Galilee
and signiécantly later than the events theg
describe. Itis imPossible) then, to cleny that the
traditions about Mary of Magclala were ﬁrmlg
entrenched and Wiclesl:)reacl.






Mary of Magclala’s life Sirelyd showed all
believers that there is grace with God,
however far theg had cleparted from God.
Her zeal, devotion and dedication have gone
down as models in historg (though Per%aps
not alwags for the riglnt reasons!).

The Participation of the Magclalene in the
continuation of the mission of Christ
exemjolhcies her complete and Iasting mental,
emotional an thsiaal wellness along with her
strc;lng spiritua faith in the Risen Lord and her
God.




Feminists: Feminist tlﬁeologians have been
reclaiming the iml:)ortance of MM both as leader and
as one o% the founders of Christianitg — apostle to
the aPost|es (1969 — Vatican II). Theg put orward a
strong argument t for women in leaclership roles in the
Churc%').

Orthodox Church : The Magdalene has alwags
been revered as a saint — her status has never
changeci. There has never been any suggestion of
her as ‘sinner.

The Orthodox Church refers tol:) MM  as
myrrhbearer in reference to the ointment she was
taking to the tomb of Jesus.



Catholic Church: The Catholic church has a
Iong and varied historg with the Magclalene.
lnitia”g identitied as a ‘sinner’ and ‘prostitute’, the
Vatican recognisecl in 1969 that MM was not either
of these women.

The Vatican also changecl the reacling on The
Magclalene’s Feast Dag (July 22) from Lk 7
%6-39 to Jn 20: 1-2, 11-12 (in 1969).

The Vatican clroppecl the title Penitent from her
title.

Among other Churches that adorate MM are the
Anglican and the Lutheran Churches.
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