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What is the Trinity?

* Historica”g, the “central clogma” of Clnristianitg
+ Roman Catholicism
* [astern Orthocloxy

* Anglicanism

* Mainstream Protestantism \‘i}:\\.}..
o Butthe term ‘Trinitg’ does not appear in the Bible

o Whatisits meaning for Christians?
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Deﬁning the Trinitg

*  “One God

* existingin three persons,

* oF e substance

* l:ather)
S AL 0T R

* and Holy SPiri’c.”
—(Oxtord Dictionary of the
Christian Church)
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Deﬁning the Trinitg

*  “One God

* existingin three persons,

[h 3Postases]

* oF e substance

[homoousios]

* l:ather)
S AL 0T R

* and Holy SPiri’c.”
—(Oxtord Dictionary of the
Christian Church)
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Biblical references, |

* 5 strangers aPPearing to Abraham
° Baptism of Jesus

o “Inthe beginning was the Word .. .”
(John 1:1-18)

* 'Steplnen’s vision in Acts 7
* Heavenlg acclamation “Holg, Holg, Holg”

in Revelation
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Biblical references, |

* “Go therefore and make ciisciples of all
nations, baPtizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holg Spiri‘c.”

(Matthew 28:19)

o “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and
the love of God and the Fe”owship of the

Holg SPirit be with you all.”
(2 Corinthians 1%:14)
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. Father/Creator, |

* We believe in one God,
the F‘a‘cher) the Almightg)
maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.
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. Father/Creator, |

* Origin of God as masculine
o Identification of 1st person
o The Problem of evil

o s the Father/Creator “first

among ec]uals”?

The Mystery of Faith: The Holg Trinitg March 15-29, 2009



The Mgsterg of Faith:
The Holg Trinitg

Holg Trinit9 Adult Forum
March 22, 2009

ey e e i e — P e o B e . - [ —— R —



. a-.,-l I T — e e TR

3 [ . il - 1 - " e
. g, i e e 1 W il g i il g g e e i e -

. Father/Creator, ||

o Female deities in the ancient

woﬂc?

o Ferty itg
oy gures

28 Agricultural

socleties
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. Father/Creator, |

+» Male deities in the ancient world?

* Power

‘;’gu res
+ Nomadic

societies

® Thuncler, skg,

horses
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1. Son/Redeemer

. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the onlg Son of God
eterna”g begotten of the F‘ather)
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true Gocl)
begotten, not macﬂe)
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
bg the power of the Holg SPirit he became incarnate from the Virgin

Marg) ancl was macle man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third cla9 he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glor9 tojudge the Iiving and the deacl,
and his kingclom will have no end.
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1. Son/Redeemer

. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the onlg Son of God
eterna”g begotten of the F‘ather)
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true Gocl)
begotten, not macﬂe,
of one being with the Father [homoousios]
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
bg the power of the Holg SPiri’t he became incarnate from the Virgin

Marg) ancl was macle man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third clag he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glor9 tojudge the Iiving and the deacl,
and his kingclom will have no end.
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the Paradox of the Orthodox

| ess than God Greater than
(or the Father)

Arianism

Trulg God

and
Trulg Human

Human

Gnosticism
Modalism

Adoptionism
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Christ triumphant

Processional
cross of El Cid

(1th century}
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1 How many nails?
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Jesus agonistes

Eisenheim
altarpiece
(Matthias
GrUnewalcl,

1512-1516)
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Jesus agonistes
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The risen Christ
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1] Holg SPirit/Sustainer

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the gjver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holg, catholic and apostolic Church.

:

N
AR
Ay
- r-

We aclmowleclge One bal:)tism For the Forgiveness omc

S

We look for the resurrection of the cleacl,

and the Ii{:e 01[ the worlcl to come. Amen.
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1] Holg SPirit/Sustainer

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the gjver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  [filioquel

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holg, catholic and apostolic Church.
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We aclmowleclge One bal:)tism For the Forgiveness omc

S

We look for the resurrection of the cleacl,

and the Ii{:e 01[ the worlcl to come. Amen.
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Biblical references

*  “Butthe Advocate, the Holg SPirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you e\/ergthing, and remind

you of all that 1 have said to 9ou.”
——John 1426

*  When he had said this) he breathed on them and said to

them, “Receive the H019 Spirit.”

——John20:22

*  “For John bap‘cized with water, but you will be baptized

with the Holg SPirit not many clags from now.”

-~Acts 1:5
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The Paraclete
o Advocate
+ Counselor

* Hell:)er

| » Comforter
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