


21st April 2013


http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.net/Home/generalinformation/cross.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.net/Home/Who_are_copts/who_are_copts.htm&h=609&w=609&sz=16&tbnid=IuQfzuxBt4Nl6M:&tbnh=133&tbnw=133&hl=en&start=5&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcoptic%2Bcross%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rls%3DSNYG,SNYG:2004-50,SNYG:en%26sa%3DN

Introduction

* The doctrine o
Christian fai
what God |
should rel
raises ma

ndational to the
erly understanding
to us, and how we
0 something that

e

ecord instances where
He prayed to Go

* While we cannot fully and everything about the
Holy Trinity, it is possible to answer questions I|k I

these and come to a rasp of what it means fei#
God to b N
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Introduction

e cén't know It
us to understand it

 Wecallita'
all, itis to

In full.
* We could God had not drawn
aside the ee. Even when He

ted to feel that it
was altogethe God would not
mock us be rev Ing of which we

could make nothing at all. Since He wants to b
i, N

known by us, we spond by making g
effort to i P,
' &L= By
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ity an HolysScrpture

* The word trinity is
given to the com
found througho
progressively r
whereas the
that God exist

* Genesis 1:26:
after our likene
the sea and over
livestock and over
that creeps on the ea

* Genesis 3:22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has

become llke one of us in knowing good and ewl Now, Iest e )

le, it is simply the name
ri-unity of God that is

h we see that it is

stament to New. That is,
Inclined to suggest or imply
example:

S make man in our image,
dominion over the fish of
ens and over the

r every creeping thing

live forever—
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« 2 Corinthian:

> of the Lord Jesus
Christ and ti | the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit "

1 Peter 1:2 .
Father, in the

to Jesus Chris
Jude 1:20-21 But y
your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit; 21 keep

yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the meggy,0
our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. Y%

eknowledge of God the
e Spirit, for obedience
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1« INree rersonsganeeacn ruiny

Lzoo the Father is

— We need only loo
created heaven
is clearly Lord

 Jesus Christ is

e Bible to see that God
ee throughout the Bible that God
to by all.

— Isaiah 9:6: [/ us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the IS shoulders. And he will be
called Wonde od, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace.”

— John 1:1-4: "In t ord, and the Word was with
God, and the Wor th God in the beginning.
Through him all things ut him nothing was made
that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of

n

men.

— John 20:27-29: "Then [Jesus] said to Thomas, "Put your fing
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side.

doubting and believe." id to him, "My Lord and mng i
Then Jes naveseen'me, you have ;. |=-<
believed:; not seen and yet have (81— $&q

believed.” o,
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Jesus Christiis God

— Hebrews 1:8-9: ur_t_rone, O God, is forever
and ever, the sce  scepter of your kingdom.

9 You have lo ed wickedness; therefore God
your God, has of gladness beyond your
companions.

— Titus 2:13-1¢ 2d hope, the appearing of the

glory of our g
us to redeem
for his own pos
— 1 John 5:20: 2C
given us underste
are in him who is true,
eternal life. g

— Psalm 45:6-7: 6 Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of
your kingdom is a scepter of uprlghtness 7/ you have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore God, your God giag
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Christ, 14 who gave himself for
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or good works.

of God has come and has
now him who is true; and we
rist. He is the true God and
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TThe Holy SpinthsiGo

* Psalm 139:7-8: [
Spirit? Where ca
heavens, you a
there.”

« Acts 5:3-4: "T,

here can | go from your
sence? If | go up to the
y bed In the depths, you are

" 1as, how is it that Satan has

so filled your h to the Holy Spirit and
have kept for y oney you received for the

was sold? And after it was
al? What made you think
d to men but to God.""

land? Didn't it b
sold, wasn't the
of doing such a thi

(Emphasis added.)

* 1 Corinthians 2:10b-11: "The Spirit searches all things, even
the deep things of God. For who among men knows the
thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In {74

same way no one Knows oughts of God except the Spiil
of God." - . 20
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There is one God

our God, the LORD is one.
and with all your soul and with

Deuteronomy 6:4-5: '
Love the LORD your
all your strength.”

1 Kings 8:59-60: [S
have prayed before
that he may uphol
Israel according to
know that the LOR

"And may these words of mine, which |
r to the LORD our God day and night,
vant and the cause of his people

at all the peoples of the earth may
IS no other.”

Isaiah 45:5-6.: " am th
no God. | will strengthe
that from the rising of the
IS none besides me. | am the

no other; apart from me there is
ve not acknowledged me, so

its setting men may know there
ere Is no other.”

J

Isaiah 45:21-22: "Declare what is to be, present it - let them
take counsel together. Who foretold this long ago, who dgmlarge
it from the distant past? Was it not |, the LORD? And thefes @0

God apart from me, a ri s God and a Savior; there i ISy = U |
none but me. " saved, all'you ends of the't &
eartn; Torl , no other.” 17 o,
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There is one God

1 Timothy 2:5: "F d one mediator
between God an 3

Romans 3:29 of Jews only? Is he not the
God of Gentil S too, since there is only
one God, who ised by faith and the
uncircumcised Q.

1 Corinthians 8:
whether in heavel
"gods" and many "lo
Father, from whom all t :
there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things
came and through whom we live.”

James 2:19: "You beli ere is one God. Good! Ev ‘ &
the demon der." e 20
E (@12 Yeu

e are so-called gods,
ed there are many
re is but one God, the
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2= DoctrinerornihersHoiy hirnnity

* The Creed states

— Truly we believe i

— God the Father,
of all things visib

— We believe in 0
, born of t

True God; begc
whom all things
descended fro
of the Virgin Ma
during the reign of

| creator of Heaven and earth, and
le.

5 Christ,

all ages. Light of Light; True God of
nsubstantial with the Father, by
or us and for our salvation
Incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
. He was crucified for us

e suffered and was buried. He
arose from the dead o , according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to the heaven its at the right hand of His
Father. He will come back in His glory to judge the living and the
dead; and His Kingdom shall have no end.

— Truly we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giving Lord, s N
from the Father; we worship and glorify Him to§cjhef ™
with the Father and the Son Who speaks through the prophets

- \1\ ht
We believe in one al'and Apostolic'Church, and -_eV‘S
acknowl gremission of sins. We awal;t ?’
resurrection 0 »and the life of the world to come. Wen AU
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2= DoctrinerornihersHoiy hirnnity
1
* God is Three Persons

* These Three Persons are each
fully God

* No one of the persons is either of
the others, each is wholly himself

* They are not three Gods but one
God

* Each share the same will

* Each share the one nature of
God

* The being of each Person is
equal to the whole being of God
not like pieces ina pie

22nd January 2006 Unerstanding the Holy Trinity



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.net/Home/generalinformation/cross.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.net/Home/Who_are_copts/who_are_copts.htm&h=609&w=609&sz=16&tbnid=IuQfzuxBt4Nl6M:&tbnh=133&tbnw=133&hl=en&start=5&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcoptic%2Bcross%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rls%3DSNYG,SNYG:2004-50,SNYG:en%26sa%3DN

2. Doctrine of The Holy Trinity

* All three Persons are each ,00%
God. The Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit are all fully God. For
example, it says of Christ that “in
Him all the fullness of Deity |
dwells in bodily form” (Colossians | .
2:9).

* The being of each Person is
equal to the whole being of God
not like pieces In a pie

* God is one in essence, but three
In Person

* He is not three and one in the
same way. He is three in a
different way than He IS one.

22nd Januar y 2006 Unerstanding the Holy Trinity
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2. Doctrnne o ahesiolyalrnity

T———
Essence and Person

*Essence. God's essence Is His being. To be even
more precise, essence IS what you are.

*Person. In regards to the Trinity, we use the term
“Person” differently than we generally use it in everyday
life. Therefore it is often difficult to have a concrete
definition of Person as we use it in regards to the Trinity.

*‘What we do not mean by Person Is an “independent
individual” in the sense that both | and another human
are separate, independent individuals who can exi
apart from one another.

Because each of these “forms of existence” are

relational (GNOAUS AFEPETSOns), they are each a & &
Abisetionst ~arnii it Ak ~antbre ~F 20



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.net/Home/generalinformation/cross.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.net/Home/Who_are_copts/who_are_copts.htm&h=609&w=609&sz=16&tbnid=IuQfzuxBt4Nl6M:&tbnh=133&tbnw=133&hl=en&start=5&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcoptic%2Bcross%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rls%3DSNYG,SNYG:2004-50,SNYG:en%26sa%3DN

BIOTRIINEN 01 Al K

22nd January 2006 ne nding the Holy Trinity


http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.net/Home/generalinformation/cross.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.net/Home/Who_are_copts/who_are_copts.htm&h=609&w=609&sz=16&tbnid=IuQfzuxBt4Nl6M:&tbnh=133&tbnw=133&hl=en&start=5&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcoptic%2Bcross%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rls%3DSNYG,SNYG:2004-50,SNYG:en%26sa%3DN

2. Doctrine of The Holy Trinity

* By Father, Son
personal. Go
giving and re
itself. God h
a love expre

* Father and
existed in sucl
always will be

earn that God is
ver occurred, was

the divine essence

as a community of love,
er, Son and Holy Spirit.

at God has eternally
lways been and
become Father at
certain point in fir Father must always
have had a Son, a ds his origin in the
Father, a Son “begotten” by the Father, but in a
generation that is eternal.

* Thisis a mystei. _
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* St. Gregory of
Theological Or
IS the begette
course, and
corporeal m
Holy Spirit th
be expresse
things”

* The analogy of th ys illustrates this
point. Can one imagi as existing apart from
the light rays it constantly emits? The rays find their

ow not how thls ouldx
r excluding visible

are not “a
what'it'm
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3. The Holy Trinity in the OT

* Genesis 1:26: "T.
in our likeness,
the birds of the
over all the cri

* Genesis 3:22
become like o
allowed to rea
and eat, and i

. Genesis 11:6-7: '

ake man in our image,
he fish of the sea and

k, over all the earth, and
ng the ground.”

said, 'The man has now
and evil. He must not be
e also from the tree of life

S one people speaking
the same language do this, then nothing
they plan to do will be i hem. Come, let us go
down and confuse their language so they will not understand
each other.™

* Isaiah 6:8a: "Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, ¥

shall | send? Ani ihi ‘I'i us?"
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The Lord Jesus Claims to be God

* Qur Lord Jesus C
divinity. Although
mean simply “It
occasions wh
himself as the

* InJohn 8:58 t
Jesus, and Je
(perhaps a visi
challenged this s

IS declaration of

“‘ am” in Jesus’ words
there are a number of
hat he was identifying

puting over the identity of
rejoiced to see his day

th of Jesus). They

sus was not yet fifty years
old. Jesus said, “B | Am.” And they wanted
to kill him for blasphe ame chapter, verses 24
and 28, Jesus said, “unless you believe that | am ... .” Now, if
you compare Isaiah 43:10, 11, you will see that same thing
being said by God in the Old Testament. Clearly, Jesus \fa&-~ ¢
equating himself with Yahweh, the | Am of the Old Testamenti#_
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The Lord Jesus GClaimsito be God

* John 10:30-33:
took up stone
them, "l sho
Father; for
Jews answe
stone You, b
being a man,

* John 12:44-46

re one.” The Jews
Im. Jesus answered
od works from the

you stoning Me?" The
od work we do not

nd because You,
fo be God."

out and said, "He
who believes In eve in Me, but in Him
who sent Me. And he olds Me beholds the
One who sent Me. | have come as light into the World
that everyone who believes in Me may not rema sy ¢
darkness." A Ay
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The Lord Jesus Claims torbe God

 John 13:12-14: An
taken His garmen
them, "Do you Kkn
Teacher and Lor
and the Teacher,
another's feet."

. John 14:6-9: Je.
and the life; no

had known Me,
now on you know F

ashed their feet, and
he table again, He said to
e done to you? You call Me
right, for | am. If | then, the Lord
eet, you also ought to wash one

m the way, and the truth,
ther, but through Me. If you
wn My Father also; from

n Him." Philip said to Him,
"Lord, show us the nough for us." Jesus said
to him, "Have | been so u, and yet you have not
come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the
Father; how do you say, ‘Show us the Father'?”"

* John 20:28-29: Thomas answered and said to Him, "Mygl0d .
and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Because you have sedk 5 . %8
have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, andg __ 3
believed.” i el

i !‘\_ — v \
' 8 = Wa.
(e L& A (1
- 2
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* John 6:32-35: Jest
to you, it is not Mo
heaven, but it Is
heaven. For the
heaven, and gi
"Lord, evermore
the bread of life,
who believes in I

* John 8:12-14: Ag
am the light of the worlc
the darkness, but shall have
therefore said to Him, "You are bearlng W/tness of Yourself;

Your witness is not true."” Jesus answered and said to them
"Even if | bear witness of Myself, My witness is true; for [V
where | came from, and where | am going; but you do o O .

where | coMoing_ . nE.
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2n you the bread out of

/es you the true bread out of
at which comes down out of
." They said therefore to Him,
" Jesus said to them, "l am

S Spoke to them, saying, "I
S Me shall not Walk in
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lic YOI e
ot
T SN diivt

« John 10:7-11: Jesus therefore said to them again, "Truly, truly, |
say to you, | am the door of the sheep. All who came before Me
are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. | am
the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, and
shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to
steal, and kill, and destroy; | came that they might have life, and
might have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd; the good
shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”

 John 11:21-27: Martha therefore said to Jesus, "Lord, if You
had been here, my brother would not have died. Even now |
know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You." Jesus
said to her, "Your brother shall rise again."” Martha said to Him,
"I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day."” Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life; he
who believes in Me shall live even if he dies, and everyone Who
lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe @824
She said to Him, "Yes, Lord; | have believed that You are thi& ®.
Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world ““0

=== | =% .hﬁ_ - =
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gist and theologian.
Istianity.
o, the Father and the
Irit, and this number is
..[which] brings about
ee, the Father, the
three, not in dignity,
but in degree, In form, not in
power but in Kind. substance and
power, because there od from whom these
7

degrees, forms and kinds devolve in the name of

Father, Son a irit." (Adv. Prax. 23; PL 2: 158,
7)_ | L. (o 'if
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unity in trini
Son, and the



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.net/Home/generalinformation/cross.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.net/Home/Who_are_copts/who_are_copts.htm&h=609&w=609&sz=16&tbnid=IuQfzuxBt4Nl6M:&tbnh=133&tbnw=133&hl=en&start=5&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcoptic%2Bcross%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rls%3DSNYG,SNYG:2004-50,SNYG:en%26sa%3DN

22nd January 2006 flacr e Unerstanding the Holy Trinity

pout Christianity.
at the Word of God or the
1ing, let him beware lest
ainst the unbegotten

> was always Father,

n the Word, and that
vious times or ages or
priority... There can be no
more ancient title of almighty God than that of Father
and it is through the Son that he is Father" (De Hpge,
1.2.; PG 11.132).

)

Wisdom of G
he direct his |
Father, since h
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Holy Trinity before Nicea

22nd January 2006 flacr e Unerstanding the Holy Trinity

"For if [the Hol
and had recei\
became the
Spirit would
Trinity, I.e., a
His Son, unl

"Moreover,

ernally as He is,
some time and then
ere the case, the Holy

d in the unity of the
ngeable Father and
been the Holy Spirit."
nity can be called
greater or less, s of divinity alone
contains all things b nd reason, and by the
Spirit of His mouth sanctifies all things which are
worthy of sanctification..."
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