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INTRODUCTION TO 

THE THIRD LETTER OF JOHN 
 

Author: John     Date: 90 
 

Characteristics of the Letter   This is a very 
personal letter, addressed to Gaius, which focuses on 
an ecclesiastical problem regarding traveling teachers. 
Gaius had given them hospitality, while Diotrephes, a 
self-assertive leader in one the churches, had refused to 
receive them. John exhibits his apostolic authority in 
his rebuke of Diotrephes (v. 10). Demetrius, who 
himself may have been a traveling teacher probably 
delivered the letter to Gaius.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
OUTLINE OF 3 JOHN 

 
 

I.   GREETING 
 

A. Opening Greetings, 1 

 

B. The Influence of Gaius  

1. His Godly Life, 2-4 
 
 
II.   SUPPORT AND OPPOSITION, 5-12 
 

A.   Support 

1. Gaius Commended for Generosity 
a. His generous treatment Traveling Ministers, 5-8 

 
B.  Opposition 

 

1. The Indictment of Diotrephes, 9-11 
a. His Selfish Ambition, 9 

b. His Selfish Activities, 10-11 

 

 

III.   THE INTRODUCTION OF DEMETRIUS, 12 

 

IV.   CONCLUSION, 13-14 
 

A.  A Farewell Greeting 
 

 

Source: The RYRIE Study Bible – New International Version by Charles 
Caldwell Ryrie, Th.D., Ph.D., New King James Version – (NKJV), Holman 
Christian Standard Bible – (HCSB), New Living Translation – (NLT); and 
English Standard Version – (ESV) 
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English Standard Version Anglicised 
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New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised 

(NRSVA) 

Text (with 
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New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised 
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New Revised Standard Version Catholic 
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Text    
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Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition 
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   Hebrew Habrit Hakhadasha/Haderekh (HHH) Text (NT) – (HE) עיברית

The Westminster Leningrad Codex (WLC) Text (OT)   

हिन्दी (HI) – Hindi Hindi Bible: Easy-to-Read Version (ERV-
HI) 

Text    

Ilonggo (HIL) – Hiligaynon Ang Pulong Sang Dios (HLGN) Text    

Hrvatski (HR) – Croatian Knijga O Kristu (CRO) Text (NT)   

Kreyòl ayisyen (HT) –

 Haitian Creole 

Haitian Creole Version (HCV) Text    

Magyar (HU) – Hungarian Hungarian Károli (KAR) Text    

Hungarian Bible: Easy-to-Read Version 
(ERV-HU) 

Text    

Hungarian New Translation (NT-HU) Text    

Hawai‘i Pidgin (HWC) Hawai‘i Pidgin (HWP) Text (NT)   

Íslenska (IS) – Icelandic Icelandic Bible (ICELAND) Text    

Italiano (IT) – Italian La Bibbia della Gioia (BDG) Text (NT)   

Conferenza Episcopale Italiana (CEI) Text (with 
Apocrypha)   

La Nuova Diodati (LND) Text    

Nuova Riveduta 1994 (NR1994) Text    

Nuova Riveduta 2006 (NR2006) Text    

日本語 (JA) – Japanese Japanese Living Bible PDF    

Audio (NT)   

Jacalteco, Oriental (JAC) –

 Jakaltek 

Jacalteco, Oriental (JAC) Text (NT)   

Kekchi (KEK) – Kekchi Kekchi (KEK) Text (NT)   

한국어 (KO) – Korean Korean Living New Testament PDF (NT)   

Kurdî (KU) – Kurdish Kurdish-Sorani Ebook Bible PDF (NT)   

Latina (LA) – Latin Biblia Sacra Vulgata (VULGATE) Text (with 
Apocrypha)   

Dholuo (LUO) – Dholuo Luo New Testament PDF (NT)   

Māori (MI) – Maori Maori Bible (MAORI) Text    

Македонски (MK) –

 Macedonian 

Macedonian New Testament (MNT) Text (NT)   

Malayalam (ML) –
 Malayalam 

Malayalam Ebook Bible PDF (NT)   

मराठी (MR) – Marathi Marathi Bible: Easy-to-Read Version Text    
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(ERV-MR) 

Mam, Central (MVC) –
 Mam 

Mam, Central (MVC) Text (NT)   

Mam, Todos Santos (MVJ) 

– Mam 

Mam de Todos Santos Chuchumatán 

(MVJ) 

Text (NT)   

Plautdietsch (NDS) – Low 
German 

Reimer 2001 (REIMER) Text (NT)   
Audio    

नेपाली (NE) – Nepali Nepali Bible: Easy-to-Read Version (ERV-

NE) 

Text    

Náhuatl de Guerrero 
(NGU) – Nahuatl 

Náhuatl de Guerrero (NGU) Text (NT)   

Nederlands (NL) – Dutch Het Boek (HTB) Text    

Norsk (NO) – Norwegian Det Norsk Bibelselskap 1930 (DNB1930) Text    

En Levende Bok (LB) Text (NT)   

Ndebele (NR) – Southern 

Ndebele 

Ndebele Ebook Bible PDF (NT)   

አአአአአ (OR) – Oriya Oriya Bible: Easy-to-Read Version (ERV-

OR) 

Text    

Orominay (ORM) – West 

Central Oromo 

Kitaaba Qulqulluu (Ethiopic Script) PDF (NT)   

Kitaaba Qulqulluu (Latin Script) PDF (NT)   

ਪੰਜਾਬੀ (PA) – Punjabi Punjabi Bible: Easy-to-Read Version 
(ERV-PA) 

Text    

Polski (PL) – Polish Nowe Przymierze (NP) Text (NT)   

Słowo Życia (SZ-PL) Text (NT)   

Nawat (PPL) – Pipil Ne Bibliaj Tik Nawat (NBTN) Text (NT)   

Português (PT) –

 Portuguese 

João Ferreira de Almeida Atualizada (AA) Text    

Nova Versão Internacional (NVI-PT) Text    

O Livro (OL) Text    

Portuguese New Testament: Easy-to-
Read Version (VFL) 

Text (NT)   

Quichua (QU) Mushuj Testamento Diospaj Shimi 

(MTDS) 

Text (NT)   

Quiché, Centro Occidenta 
(QUT) – K'iche' 

Quiché, Centro Occidental (QUT) Text (NT)   

Română (RO) – Romanian Cornilescu (RMNN) Text    

Nouă Traducere În Limba Română (NTLR) Text    

Русский (RU) – Russian Russian New Testament: Easy-to-Read 

Version (ERV-RU) 

Text (NT)   

Russian Synodal Version (RUSV) Text    

Slovo Zhizny (SZ) Text    

Slovenčina (SK) – Slovak Nádej pre kazdého (NPK) Text (NT)   

1979 Slovak Bible Audio (NT)   

Somali (SO) Somali Bible (SOM) Text    

Shqip (SQ) – Albanian Albanian Bible (ALB) Text    

Српски (SR) – Serbian Serbian New Testament: Easy-to-Read 

Version (ERV-SR) 

Text (NT)   
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Svenska (SV) – Swedish Nya Levande Bibeln (SVL) Text    

Svenska 1917 (SV1917) Text    

Svenska Folkbibeln (SFB) Text    

Kiswahili (SW) – Swahili Neno: Bibilia Takatifu (SNT) Text (NT)   
Audio (NT)   

தமிழ் (TA) – Tamil Tamil Bible: Easy-to-Read Version (ERV-

TA) 

Text    

ภาษาไทย (TH) – Thai Thai New Contemporary Bible (TNCV) Text    

Thai New Testament: Easy-to-Read 

Version (ERV-TH) 

Text (NT)   

Tagalog (TL) – Tagalog Ang Salita ng Diyos (SND) Text (NT)   

Twi (TWI) Nkwa Asem (NA-TWI) Text (NT)   

Українська (UK) –
 Ukrainian 

Ukrainian Bible (UKR) Text    

Ukrainian New Testament: Easy-to-Read 
Version (ERV-UK) 

Text (NT)   

-Urdu Urdu Bible: Easy-to-Read Version (ERV – (UR) اردو

UR) 

Text    

Uspanteco (USP) –
 Uspanteko 

Uspanteco (USP) Text (NT)   

Tiêng Viêt (VI) –

 Vietnamese 

1934 Vietnamese Bible (VIET) Text    

Bản Dịch 2011 (BD2011) Text    

Vietnamese Bible: Easy-to-Read Version 

(BPT) 

Text    

汉语 (ZH) – Chinese Chinese Contemporary Bible (CCB) Text    
Audio    

Chinese New Testament: Easy-to-Read 

Version (ERV-ZH) 

Text (NT)   

Chinese New Version (Traditional) (CNVT) Text    

Chinese Standard Bible (Simplified) 

(CSBS) 

Text (NT)   

Audio (NT)   

Chinese Standard Bible (Traditional) 

(CSBT) 

Text (NT)   

Audio (NT)   

Chinese Union Version (Simplified) 

(CUVS) 

Text    

Chinese Union Version (Traditional) (CUV) Text    

Chinese Union Version Modern 
Punctuation (Simplified) (CUVMPS) 

Text    

Chinese Union Version Modern 

Punctuation (Traditional) (CUVMPT) 

Text    
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