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Bible as Literature

Uniqueness of Bible 

 Acknowledged as the world’s greatest collections of Literature

 King James Bible  is the finest pieces of English Prose

 Bible – ta biblia (Greek)

– Meaning little books / collection of Books

– Viewed as a sacred scripture, historical document or literary classic 

Bible comprises the literature of Jewish people over a 1000 years    
           before Christ.

Bible comprises the literature of Jewish people over a 1000 years    
           before Christ.



The Testaments

• 

•An anthology written in Hebrew

•Small nation describes its history

•Relationship with God

•39 old Testament books

•Poetical Books – 5 books

• Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 

•Ecclesiastes,

•The Song of Solomon
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Th e Testaments (Contd.)

• Consists of 27 books

•Written partly in Aramaic 

•Mostly in Greek 
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Job – An Introduction

Highlights of the Book of Job

 18th book of the Bible

 First of the poetical book

 Folk Tales - Prologue and Epilogue

 Central part – Poetry (speeches by Job and his 3 friends)

             Central theme – Why does a man suffer?             Central theme – Why does a man suffer?



Job – An Introduction (Contd.)

Partition of the Text 

 The Prologue – Chapters 1-2

– God Tests Job

– loss of his children, possessions and health

– he passes the test

 The Dialogue – Chapters 3:1 – 42:6

– Heated Dialogues between Job and his friends
(chapters 3–37)

 The Epilogue – Chapters 42:7 – 42:17

– Job confesses and repents

 





Epilogue



Character of Job

Character Study

 From the land of Uz

 Righteous and blameless man

 Feared God 

 Greatly blessed by God

 Lost everything in one day

 Suffered from sore boils 

 Did not curse God      
    Job’s Wealth - 7 sons & 3 daughters

7000 – Sheep; 3000 – Camel; 500 – Yoke of Oxen & she asses
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Job 3



Job 4-7



Eliphaz’s Speech

Character Study

 From Teman, land of Edom 

 Termanites were noted for their wisdom (Wisdom Literature)

 First friend to speak

 Wonders if Job has forgotten the lessons he himself taught others for years

 Only friend to show sympathy and consideration for Job



Job 8 - 10



Bildad Speech

Character Study

 From Shuhite

 Begins his speech by adding insult to injury 

 Ends with tone of genuine friendship

 Accuses Job’s dead sons as sinners

 Concedes that wicked prosper for a while and later God destroys the 
wicked

 Insists that Job’s future is in his own hands



Job 8 - 10



Zophar Speech

Character Study

 From Naamathite

 Begins with a caustic, judgmental rebuke of Job

 Insists Job to confess his sins for restoration of his wealthy life

 Arrogant and ignorant of his own ignorance

 Responds with sarcastic humor

 Only one who makes Job laugh

First cycle of Speech ends. First cycle of Speech ends. 



Job 15-17



Job 18-21



Job 22-26



Job’s Progress in Faith



Job 27-31



Job 27-31 (Contd.)



Job’s Wisdom 



Structure

 Lament – A prayer of petition in which a sufferer appeals to God for a 
hearing, describes his affliction and beseeches God to put an end to it and 
save him.

 Function of the friends is to console, by joining in the lamentation and the 
petition



Job 32 - 37



Job 32 – 37 (Contd.)



Character of Elihu

Character Study

 Last Character

 Elihu – He is my God

His speech prepares the way for Jehovah to speak from the 
whirlwind & they are wisdom writing of higher order

His speech prepares the way for Jehovah to speak from the 
whirlwind & they are wisdom writing of higher order



Job 38 – 40:5



Job 38 – 40:5 (Contd.)



Job 40:6 – 42:17



Epilogue (Ch 42:7 – 42:17)

Features of the epilogue are:

 Fortunes and prosperity are restored

 Provides traditional happy ending

 Brings back the folk-tale atmosphere of the prologue

Job ‘s Children

 First – Jemima means dove 

 Second – Kezia means a variety of a cinnamon used as a perfume

 Third – Kerenhappuch means a small box used for eye make-up

 Job lived for 140 years (42:16-17) 
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Thank You

Happy Reading!!!!!!


