E]ders and Deacons

The Two Ofices of the
N -/ NT Church




Role & RcsFonsibiiitics of
Flders

T he Greek word that is used for the
office of a Bishop or elderis ”cPiskoPc,”

and the word used for the one who holds
the office is "cPiskoPos.”

= |ders then are the 5uPcrintcnclcnt5 Yol
the officers in gcncral chargc or the
ovcrsccing the congrcgation

= |ders are in chargc of the ovcrsight of
the local bodg of believers. T his is what

we might can a Pastor or minister todag




Role & RcsFonsibiiitics of
Flders

1. | he elders help to settle disputes
in the church

* Acts 15:1-6

* Flders are the decision makers

e [ lders have the stature, s iritual
maturity and character. | ey are
quali{:icd enough to settle disput&s
and make resolutions



Role & RcsFonsibiiitics of
Flders

. T he elders have the governing grace
to rclcasc strongd, cgcctua] prayers

Jamcs 5:14-18

Since the elders have to meet
spccific ualifications, their lives are
oc”g anj therefore the sin in their

ﬁvcs is minimal and is confessed

rcgularlg.

Eldcrs have the grace & stature to
makc Powcr{:ul govcrnmcntal prayers



Rolc & RcsPonmb lities of
[lders

. Thc elders are the authorltg_

structure over thc: church

i Peter 5:1-4

Eldcrs are the dcsn nated lcadcrs
of the c[wUrch and t[';c ﬂock IS
entrusted to t['lcm by God

T]‘:cg lead the church into the

urposes of God with humllltg & no
Didden agendas



Role & RcsFonsibiiitics of
Flders

4. T he elders have ovcrsight over the

spiritual development of the
believers

* Hebrews 13:7

T his verse does not siccificang say

“elders,” it is talking about church
leaders

° Eldcrs have to account for the
5Piritua| life of the church



Role & RcsFonsibiiitics of
Flders

5. T he elders are responsible for the
impartation of the Word of the Lord

* A,C,ts 6:2-4

T he priorit of elders are prayer
and sl:udg o% the Worcl pred

e Flders have ovcrsight or
management of all areas Pcrtaining
to the believers and church.
Although elders don’t do
cvcrythin%; but thcg are rcsponsiblc

t

for every ing



Role & Rcsponsibilitics of

Deacons

° ]n the Ncw Tcstamcnt, the word
usua”g translated "serve® is the
(Greek word diakoneco, which litcra“y
means “through the dirt.”

° Diakonco refers to an attcndant, a
waiter, or one who ministers to
another. fjrom this word we get the
English word “deacon.”

* We first see the word "deacon®

(c’{ia‘konco) used this way in the book



Role & Responsibilities of
P
Deacons
Acts 6:1F

Deacons minister to the church’s

Phgsical needs. Theg serve and hclP

the believers

Deacons are to be aPPointecl to take
care of cvcrgthin% outside the
rcsPonsibilitics of elders.

In a modern church, this might include
taking on administrative or

organizationai tasks, usf'mcring, bcing

rocnanc ble fAr Euilr]incf matnfenance oOr



Role & Rcsponsibilitics of

Deacons

* The rcsPonsibi]itics of deacons are
not clcar]y listed or outlined.
Conccrning deacons, no passage
rca”y describes their function. Thcg
are assumed to be cvcrything that
does not include the duties of elders.

* According to the Word, the office of

deacon is an honour and a blcssing.
“For those who serve well as deacons gain
a good 5tanding for themselves and also
oreat confidence in the faith that is in


http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Timothy%203.13

Role & Rcsponsibilitics of

Deacons

* lmportant considerations from Acts
6+

- Onc of those chosen to care for the
widows was Fhi]ip who is later seen cloing
the work of an cvangclist,

- Anothcr was Stephcn. Hc wrought many
signs & wonders (v.8), Prcached with
wisdom and SPirit (v.10) and was
ultimatelg martyrcc] bg the Jewish council

- So though deacons serve as hclpcrs in a
variety of areas, their ministries are not



Role & Rcsponsibilitics of
Deacons

° ]n the Ncw Tcstamcnt the word
“deacon” is used in two ways:

I. ]n a gcncral sense — refers to all acts of
ministry

2. ]n an official sense —~ refers to the
aPPointmcnt into the office of a deacon

T he “deacon” thus refers to an office
which involves the basic duty of
rcnclcring service to others. A

deacon is one who is Placccl in an
LC_- 1 - e L. e[




Eldcrs vs | Jeacons

l. ]n the New Tcstamcnt elders served
as overseers over the church.
Deacons served as assistants to
these c:ldcrs. Déacons are the

5uPPorting and rclicving officers of
the elders

2. Eldcrs and deacons are not two
inchcndcnt offices with each doing
its own thing. Both are to be
suPPortive of one another, working

togcther to accomilishLGod’s

INII P EN A CE D Lnr’ +Lﬂ— o~



Eldcrs vs | Jeacons

3. (God holds the elders rcsPonsiblc
for the ministry of the church; this
includes the deacons and the work
thcy are asked to do

o |

jit&crs are rcsPonsiblc to see that
things are done according to the
PrinciPlcs of Scripture. herefore
when elders ask for things to be done a
certain way, thcg are not trying to
interfere, thcg are simpig c!oing thcjob
God has called them to do

* Althou h deacons are under the
' DR N o R B D T




Eldcrs vs | Jeacons

4. Paul alwags describes the elders
lural. The ideal is for the church to
e sthhcrdcd by a team of elders.

T his does not negate aPostolic or
set authority within that team

5. Deacons were not tl'me:frinci@lc
”sthhcrds” of (God’s Hlock, but an
extension of the elders to "serve" or

“wait on' the flock of (God. T heirs

was a ministry of care giving



Ministrg T eam in the | ocal
Church

ELDERS
Sen Elder
Other Elders

SHIP OFFICES | REACONS (sometimes

given oversight responsibilities)

NT CHURCH 1. Administration

2. Ushering

3. Maintenance
4. Accounting

OTHER HELPERS
(those who don’t meet the qualifications REST OF THE

of deacons and yet have some practical CONGREGATION

responsibility)
. Those with duties




Biblical Qualifications for
E[dcrs

“T hose who are choosing elders in
churches todag would do wc” to
look carc{:uug at candidates in the
light of these quali{:ications, and to
ook for those character traits and
patterns of goc”y living rather than
wor]dlg achievement, fame, or

success...”



Biblical Qualifications for
E[dcrs

“Espccia“y in churches in western
industrial societies, there seems to
be a tcndcncy to think that success
in the world of business (or law, or

medicine, or govcrnment) is an
indication of 5uitabilit3 for the
office of clclcr, but this is not the

tcaching of the Ncw Tcstamcnt”
Wayne Grudem

An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine
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Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

I. Deacons must be reverent
* Serious, digni{:icd.

° Grcck - vencrablc, honourab]c,
honest. From root meaning: devout

* (hurch members who bg their serious
chortmcnt insFire rcsPect

* ]t does not mean that thcg don’t have
a sense of humour. Howcvcr thcg not
5i”3, or goo{g PcoPlc who take nothing

5crious|3



Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

2. Deacons must not lie or be double-
tongucd
* (Greek - “clilogos.” |t means to utter the
same thing twice (from “dis” and “lcgo”),
Also bcing deceitful, or SPcaking one

thing and mcaning another

° Litera”g means “of double spcech”;
saying one thing to this person, and
another to that person

* Members who can be relied on for the
exact truth of what thcg say, and for the

P ad 4 2~ v 9



Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

3. Deacons must not be hcavg drinkers

Deacons given to much intoxication will
often not have alertness of mind. T heir

thinking and self control will be affected

Thc', expose thempelves to the

CXPIOltatlon ot ew] one ~ Drmgmg

/
42!5’(’ '/? YLD "1 ".i‘l.“,"'(‘ \ Y "t ) ." 6;

Arunk persongzan do a; fxfi'hmg (e, g. become

v:olcnt vulga or dlsrcspccti'u e;ossnp about

ot]':crs, qiaweogasual advales S, b tray Pcoalcs
confidence)

Definitelu not 3 cood examble to other



Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

4. Deacons must not be grccdg for
money

. “Filthg lucre” O‘JV> -~ gaining money b
skzmeful. Aisgra -eful & di‘sl'onourab?;:

means

| J¢acons inay blz'entrusied with the

sharifobihannas ?'m,’z sl aesiidu

as ‘eras 'was, thf‘y m?q be "emptecj to

use it tor themseives

AL .,-i‘Jt JUL nr A s ’
L1 Viivay i L1 O acol S Ov v w82

swagecl bg money. It would be tragic if a



Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

5. Dcacons must oPcratc out of pure
hearts and clear consciences (v. 9)

* Too many believers PFO‘FCSS their faith
]njct thcg are corrupt at hcart and thcg
ac‘c charactcr

e [ike all our other faculties, our
conscience {(our sense of right & wrong)

has been Pcrvcrted 53 the f:a”

° Dcacons therefore must love truth.
Truth is Powcr{:ul cnough to kcep them

from error and c}elusion



Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

6. Deacons must first be tested and

Provecl over time by the church (v.
10)

* T hereis no probation for the office of
the deacon. Ecacons qua]ifg for this
office Prior to bcing installed into it

* The church cannot be laced in the
hands of anyone. T he life of the
deacons must be Provcc] in every area

so that thcy will not dishonour the
office. Thcg have had amPlc




Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

6. Deacons must first be tested and

Provccl over time by the church (v
10)

° / ctstiaa —iheardeven hzdialrasdia
roven thcn’ Ix{:c & worth to the church
P

iU“J LIUfC bfllb udj

: ) . 1 ¢ ’ '
o [TMdatinblichovmswirigrl ahendddaddians (v.

1 0)

* Thc church must mvcstlgatc the life
ancl charactf r nc a]' ite ncmbcrs anc}
ca” thcm to account. Fhos; whorp thc




Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

7. 5Pccia] note to deaconesses &
wives of deacons (v.11)

* The word “wife? here is the (Greek

“gunc” which means a woman and

spcci{:icallg a wife

* There were deaconesses at Tiphesus,
such as Phoebe (Rom. t6:1 “/ commend
to you our sister Fhoecbe, a servant of
the church at Cencﬁrcac”) Thc word
“servant? here is the (Greek “diakonos”
which means deacon or deaconess)



Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

7. 5Pecia] note to deaconesses &
wives of deacons (v.11)

1. Pe reverent - alrcady cxPlaincd

2. Be not slanderers/ gossipers i.e. someone

who carries false talgs and who is malicious
when rcPorting about others; one who
disgraccs others and brings them into
disrcPutc

3. PBe sober-minded i.e. to live a sobcrly means
to live a rightcous and goc”y life; not
intoxicated or ovchowcrcd by the things of
this world; not wild, mad and insane

4 Rea Laithfaol C teivictwmethg amd #riva im bath hear




Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

8. Deacons must have one spouse

(v. I Z)

° Thcg should not have to attitude of
Putting away their wives, upon dislikc,
for the sake of marrying another



Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

8. Deacons must rule their children and
their own houses well (v.12)

* The word “rule” here is the (Greek

“Proistcmi.” (From two root word “pro”

which means %n front of’ and “histemi®
which means ‘to stand') T he word means:

> T o stand before (first in rank)

> To Présidc over (the home
Prcsidcnt)

> To rule over



Biblical Qualifications for

Deacons

8. Deacons must rule their children and
their own houses well (v.12)

* T heir authoritg, their government, their
rules & rcgulations must be enforced.
T'lcg must demand comPliancc from their
children and everyone living in their

"'IOmCS.

* The difference between elders and

deacons is that elders have achieved this
compliance and attained a reverent &

god Yy household (v.+)



(_onclusion

v.l?
"obtat;r/gain for themselves a gooc{

stan ing/Purckasc to themselves a

gooo’ dcgrcc.”

[t litcrang means ‘to acquirc a stép’ I.e.

a higher step.
Thosc who have served and

used the office of the deacon well move
upward in their office to that of elder



E]ders and Deacons

The Two Ofices of the
N -/ NT Church




	Elders and Deacons
	Role & Responsibilities of Elders
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Role & Responsibilities of Deacons
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Elders vs Deacons
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Ministry Team in the Local Church
	Biblical Qualifications for Elders
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Biblical Qualifications for Deacons
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Conclusion
	Slide 33

